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ARTICLE 1 INTRODUCTION 

��������	
�� �
������

The purposes of this Ordinance are to promote the general welfare of the City of Springfield, to 
protect the health and safety of its inhabitants, to promote economic development, to encourage 
the most appropriate use of land throughout the City, to preserve the cultural, historical, 
architectural, and OPEN SPACE heritage of the community, to increase the amenities of the City, 
and to reduce the hazard from fire by regulating the location, use, and arrangement of BUILDINGS 
and the urban and OPEN SPACEs around them.  

��������	
	� �������

This Ordinance shall be known and may be cited as the “Springfield Zoning Ordinance.” 

��������	
�� �
��������

This zoning ordinance is enacted in accordance with the provisions of the Massachusetts General 
Laws (M.G.L.) Chapter 40A, and any and all amendments thereto, and is authorized by Article 
89 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (the “Home 
Rule Amendment”). By the authority of the Home Rule Amendment, the City of Springfield has 
all legislative powers which the Massachusetts Legislature is empowered to grant to the City, 
regardless of whether or not such powers have been explicitly granted, except to the extent such 
powers are explicitly limited by any general or special law of the Commonwealth or by any 
federal law.   

��������	
�� ������
����������
�����
����

This zoning ordinance enables Springfield to enhance economic development opportunities, 
protect neighborhood character, and preserve and enhance the urban fabric of the City. It is 
designed to strike a balance between achieving the community’s goals and protecting the 
property interests of landowners while providing a development approval process that is 
predictable, efficient and fair. 

��������	
�
	�� ���������

This section provides a brief overview of the content of the zoning. 

������� ����	�
��	��

Article 2 contains definitions of key terms, which are identified throughout the text using SMALL 

CAPS.  Whenever there is a word in SMALL CAPS, it is a “defined term” that can be found in 
Article 2.  For specialized definitions, such as those related to Signs, Article 2 references another 
location which contains those particular definitions.   
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�����
� ��	���������
���
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This Ordinance divides the City into land use districts and overlay districts and establishes rules 
for the use of land in each district. The text is accompanied by a ZONING MAP which shows 
where the various districts are located. Article 3 establishes the districts and identifies their 
purposes. 

������� ���������������������������	������������
��
 ��	��

Article 4 contains a comprehensive Use Table (Table 4-4) which lists the “uses” or activities that 
are allowed in each district.  For example, certain districts are primarily for residential use, but 
allow some other activities, such as HOME BASED BUSINESSES, but only if they meet certain 
standards.  These special situations are described in the second half of Article 4.  The Definitions 
in Article 2 explain what the different USE categories in the Use Table mean.  Article 4 also 
includes Supplemental Regulations which address a variety of Use rules such as MOBILE HOME 

PARKS.  The TIERED REVIEW process that is applied to certain uses in the Use Table is 
summarized below.   

A. Tier 1: Administrative Site Plan Review.   

1. Administrative Site Plan Review is a process where the USE is 
allowed by right and is reviewed using the criteria found in Section 
12.2.20.  

2. Administrative Site Plan Review is conducted by the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development, without a public meeting.  

B. Tier 2: Planning Board Site Plan Review. 

1. Planning Board Site Plan Review is similar to Administrative Site 
Plan Review, where the Use is allowed by right, but where 
conditions may be placed on the approval to better meet the intent 
or purpose of the district and using the criteria found in Section 
12.3.50.  

2. Planning Board Site Plan Review involves a public hearing.  The 
PLANNING BOARD RULES AND REGULATIONS shall specify the 
process for conducting this hearing. 

C. Tier 3: Planning Board Special Permit Review 

1. Planning Board Special Permit Review allows the Planning Board 
to reasonably consider factors submitted by the applicant, the 
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impact of the Use, and the reasonableness of the proposed USE for 
the subject site under the criteria in Section 12.4.60.   

2. Planning Board Special Permit Review requires a Public Hearing 
by the Planning Board. 

D. Tier 4 City Council Special Permit Review 

1. The City Council Special Permit Review applies to projects that 
are likely to have a substantial impact and that therefore require 
review of the city’s legislative body.  As in the Tier 3 Review 
process, the City Council must hold a public hearing and may 
consider the reasonableness of the USE for the site, as well as the 
design and impacts associated with the proposed USE under the 
criteria in Section 12.5.60.   

E. Table 4-4, the Use Table includes a cross reference to “Supplementary 
Regulations” so that the reader sees whether a particular USE category has 
additional rules, such as a BED AND BREAKFAST.   

������� ����	���	����
�	������

Article 5 contains dimensional tables for Residential, Commercial and Industrial Districts that 
describe the requirements for LOT size, required YARDS (also known as setbacks), and other 
requirements about the permissible amount, size, type, and location of DEVELOPMENT on a LOT.  

������� ����������
��
��	��

Article 6 contains options for flexibility in DEVELOPMENT patterns, such as Campus Master 
Plans, which is an optional process for large institutions such as HOSPITALS and COLLEGES.  
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT and WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS are covered in this article as well. 

������� ��
���
�	����� ����!�	"����	������	"���
���

Article 7 provides site design standards covering LANDSCAPING, PARKING and LOADING, lighting, 
vehicle access, and related matters. These apply to USES in all districts, with the exception of 
SINGLE-FAMILY residences. 

�����#� $%����&���	�������������
���
��

Article 8 covers “overlay” districts, which are designed to deal with unique characteristics of 
particular parts of the City, including floodplains, mixed-use neighborhood shopping areas and 
Urban Renewal Districts that have special zoning requirements. The provisions of the overlay 
districts apply in addition to those of the “underlying” land use district.  
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�����'� ��"	�(�"���
��	��

Article 9 contains SIGN regulations and the related special defined terms. 

�����)� *�	��	�����	"��������
���
�������	����
��

Article 10 contains rules for allowing the continuation  ooff certain features that were legal under 
previous regulations but do not conform to this zoning ordinance. This is sometimes referred to 
as “grandfathering” and in this Ordinance is called “Nonconforming.”  

�����++� �����
�������������	������	��
��
��	�

Article 11 and Article 12 explain the procedures for obtaining various types of permits from the 
City including BUILDING  PERMITS from the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER, Special Permits and Site 
Plan approval from the Planning Board, and variances from the Board of Appeals. Article 12 
tells applicants what materials they need to submit, what the approval criteria are, and who will 
approve the permit (staff, Planning Board or City Council).  Article 13 contains the procedures 
for amending this zoning ordinance to change the map or the text. 

��������	
�
��� �������
 ���!��"����#���$��%����

Landowners and others who use this Ordinance are encouraged to meet with the BUILDING 

DEPARTMENT to discuss how this zoning ordinance applies to their property.  

����
�� ��	"��,�����&��	��-��,�����&�.�����	����

Homeowner concerned with a SINGLE-FAMILY  or TWO-FAMILY DWELLING, should speak with the 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT. Most of the concerns regarding these developments are addressed in 
Article 4 and Article 5. If a DWELLING does not meet current standards for YARDS, LOT 

COVERAGE, or LOT size, the grandfathering (also known as “nonconforming”) provisions in 
Article 10 may apply.  

����

� /��
�,0����&����1���	���������

For matters regarding MULTI -FAMILY  housing or businesses, the BUILDING COMMISSIONER and 
the Office of Planning and Economic Development should be consulted to determine which 
sections of this Ordinance will apply. 

����
�� -2���
����
����������	�
2��3�	�	"�$���	�	���

A typical sequence of steps in using this Ordinance is as follows: 

A. Check the ZONING MAP to determine what ZONING DISTRICT (and overlay 
districts, if any) the subject property is in. 

B. If the property is located in an Overlay District, review the provisions of 
applicable Overlay District(s) in Article 8. 
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C. Consult the Article 4 Use Table (Table 4-4), along with any relevant 
definitions in Article 2 (defined terms are shown in Small Caps), to 
determine whether the proposed USE is allowed in that district and what 
permits and approvals may be required. Table 4-4 may also reference 
other applicable regulations that may apply to the proposed use.  Also 
check the Index of this Ordinance for specific sections that deal with 
related Defined Terms.   

D. Consult the dimensional tables in Article 5 to see what YARD, BUILDING 

HEIGHT and other dimensional standards apply. Consult Article 7, Site 
Regulations, which specify what and if landscaping or parking spaces are 
required. 

E. Consult Article 10, Nonconforming uses, if the existing legal USE of a 
property is no longer permitted in the ZONING DISTRICT, or if the existing 
BUILDING  or LOT does not comply with dimensional standards for the 
ZONING DISTRICT. 

F. If the Use Table indicates that the proposed USE or STRUCTURE is 
permitted, refer to Article 11 regarding BUILDING PERMITs or USE 

PERMITs. If the USE requires a Site Plan Review or a Special Permit, refer 
to Article 12.   

��������	
&� ������"������

�������	
&
	�� ��#%��'%������(������)� �

������� 4�	�������&��
�

The Articles (or chapters) are organized as a reference document. It is not intended to be read 
from cover to cover. Instead, it is organized so you may look up only the parts you need. The list 
of Articles in the table of contents is, therefore, very important, as are the section listings at the 
beginning of each Article.  Be aware of references to other parts of the City Ordinance, such as 
Title 10, Streets and Roads, and to State Building and Electric Codes that may also apply to 
certain DEVELOPMENT. 

��������	
&
��� ��$��%����*��+%���

����
�� $�
��	����

Major divisions within this Ordinance are called Articles.  Divisions within articles are called 
sections. The format of the hierarchy within each Article is shown below.  
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ARTICLE 9  NAME OF ARTICLE 

��������,
	�

��������� ,
	
	���

)������� -�
���

A.  

1.  

a.    

(1)   

 

��������	
-� �����
������
�������������������������� ��

There are other regulations that affect the activities, appearance and conduct of activities on land 
in the City.  The Office of Planning and Development and the Building Department can help 
interested parties identify the other regulations that also apply.  These other regulations include, 
but are not limited to the following list of documents or laws:   

A. Historic District Standards and Procedures, Preservation Restrictions 
(Title 2.26 of the City Ordinance) 

B. Springfield Subdivision Regulations  

C. Nuisance laws (Title 7, City Ordinance) 

D. Building Code (Title 12, City Ordinance) 

E. Streets and Sidewalks (Title 10 City Ordinance) 

F. Liquor License or other business related Licenses (Title 5, City 
Ordinance)  

G. Urban Renewal Plans  

H. Conservation Commission Regulations 

I. Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) standards, both federal and state 
rules for handicapped parking and other accessibility elements 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance October  2011 

 

Section 1.7 Use of Graphics and Illustrations 9 

��������	
.� �������/�����������0���0����������*���� ������������

	
.
	�� ��%� ����������� ����

In order to enable City departments to be better prepared to implement this Zoning Ordinance 
and to afford greater certainty to applicants for building permits and special permits as to the law 
governing their applications, the zoning ordinance in existence prior to the adoption of this 
Ordinance shall continue to govern, and is hereby incorporated by reference, for a period of one 
hundred eighty six (186) days after the final City Council vote adopting this Ordinance.  The 
provisions of this zoning Ordinance shall repeal the prior zoning ordinance and shall govern 
beginning one hundred eighty seven (187) days after the final City Council vote adopting this 
Ordinance. 

	
.
��� �11����$�0�������2��� �

Any development proposal which has received MEPA approval from the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts prior to the adoption of this Ordinance but which has not commenced 
construction, shall be reviewed under the provisions of Tier 1, Administrative Site Plan Review, 
described in Section 12.2 of this Ordinance.  Individual uses within such a development which 
are listed on Table 4-4 as requiring a Tier 3 or Tier 4 special permit shall be treated as a new 
USE within an existing building, subject to special permit review at the time they seek to occupy 
such development pursuant to Section 4.2.24(B).  

��������	
3� 
����*�����������������
����������

Figures, diagrams and other graphics are included for illustrative purposes only and shall not be 
construed as altering any written text.  Where a conflict exists, the text in the zoning ordinance 
shall control.   
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ARTICLE 2 DEFINITIONS 

���������
�� �
�������*���*���������

The purpose of this article is to clarify and define terms and USE categories found throughout this 
ordinance.  The Ordinance has been written in “plain English” style and the meaning is intended 
to be clear as read. However, because it is also a legal document and because of the need for 
terms with specific meanings, the Ordinance also provides guidance on how specific terms are 
used.  Defined terms are highlighted throughout the Ordinance by the SMALL CAPS format.   

���������
	� ��������

���������
	
	�� ���1���(���(������� �

Unless otherwise expressly stated, words and phrases in this Ordinance shall have the meanings 
indicated herein.  

���������
	
��� �4)� ��(���� ��4������

Terms used or defined in this Ordinance shall be construed in accordance with the following 
rules: 


���
�  The singular shall include the plural, and the plural shall include the singular.  


���

  The word “used”, shall include the words “arranged,” “designed,” or “intended to 
be used.”  The words “used” or “occupied” shall be considered as though 
followed by the words “or intended, arranged, or designed to be used or 
occupied.” 


���
�  The word “building” shall include the word “structure.”  


���
�  The present tense shall include the future tense. 


���
�  The word “shall” is mandatory and the term “may” is permissive or discretionary. 


���
�  The word “or” includes “and” unless the contrary is evident from the text. 


���
#  The words “includes”, “including” and “such as”, when followed by a list of 
examples, shall not limit a term to such examples, but are intended to mean 
“including but not limited to”.  
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���
'  The word “lot” includes “parcel.”  The words “building,” “structure,” “lot,” or 
“parcel” shall be construed as being followed by the words “or any portion 
thereof.”  


���
)  The word “person” includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, 
company, or corporation, as well as an individual.  

���������
	
��� /4�)$��#���$����(������� �

Where terms are not defined in this Ordinance and are defined in the Massachusetts State 
Building Code (780 CMR), Chapter 2, such terms shall have the meanings ascribed to them in 
said Code unless a contrary intention is clearly evident in this Ordinance.  

���������
	
&�� ���+ �������(���$�

Where terms are not defined through the methods described herein, such terms shall have the 
ordinarily accepted meanings such as the context implies as defined by Webster’s Third New 
International Dictionary, Unabridged. 

���������
�� �����������0����*�����

!�
ABANDONED.  Any USE, BUILDING  or STRUCTURE not used for a period of two (2) years shall be 
considered ABANDONED.   

 

ACCESS DRIVE, ACCESS DRIVEWAY .  A paved surface, other than a STREET, which provides 
vehicular access from a STREET or PRIVATE ROAD to a LOT. 

 

ACCESSORY BUILDING . A BUILDING  subordinate to, incidental to, and located on the same LOT 
with a PRINCIPAL BUILDING .   See Figure 2-8. 

 

ACCESSORY USE.  A USE subordinate and related to the PRINCIPAL USE of land or of a BUILDING  
on a LOT and incidental thereto.  

 

ACCESSORY DRIVE-THROUGH.  A STRUCTURE or portion of a STRUCTURE that permits customers 
to receive services or goods on the same premise as the PRINCIPAL USE  while remaining in their 
vehicles.   
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ADJACENT.  Next to or abutting.   

 

ADULT DAY CARE.  See DAY CARE, ADULT.   

 

ADULT BOOKSTORE.  See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT BOOTH. See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT DANCING. See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT ENTERTAINMENT.  See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT MOTEL.  See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER. See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT PARAPHERNALIA STORE.  See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

ADULT VIDEO STORE. See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

AGRICULTURE.  All forms of farming and forestry on five (5) or more acres of land including the 
cultivation and tillage of the soil, dairying, pasturage, the production, cultivation, growing and 
harvesting of any agricultural, aqua cultural, floricultural, viticulture, silvicultural, apicultural, or 
horticultural commodities, tree farming, greenhouses, nurseries, the growing and harvesting of 
forest products, the raising and keeping of horses as a commercial enterprise, the keeping and 
raising of poultry, swine, cattle, and other domesticated animals used for food purposes, bees, 
and fur-bearing animals, and related uses of packing, storing, and transporting the products of 
agriculture.  The retail sale of agricultural products may be included with any of the above uses 
provided the majority of the products for sale has been raised or grown on the premises.  See also 
COMMUNITY GARDEN.   
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ANIMAL HOSPITAL. See VETERINARY CLINIC. 

 

ANIMAL SERVICES.  See KENNEL, VETERINARY CLINIC . 

 

APARTMENT BUILDING .  See DWELLING, APARTMENT BUILDING .    

 

AS OF RIGHT.  A term used to describe a USE or STRUCTURE that is allowed without an approval 
by the Planning Board, Board of Appeals, Office of Planning & Economic Development or City 
Council, although it may be subject to a BUILDING PERMIT.  In Table 4-4, Use Table, AS OF 

RIGHT USES are listed as Y.   

 

ASSISTED LIVING CENTER.  A for-profit or non-profit entity which provides room and board and 
where the operator provides a minimum of two (2) meals per day and assistance with activities of 
daily living for three or more elderly or disabled residents.  

 

AUTOMATED TELLER MACHINEs (ATMs).   A machine used by bank and financial service patrons 
for conducting transactions including deposits, withdrawals, and fund transfers, without contact 
with financial institution personnel. The ATM may be located at or within banks, or in other 
locations. 

 

AUTOMOBILE SALES OR SERVICE.  See MOTOR VEHICLE SALES.  

 

AWNING SIGN.  See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

"�
BANK.  A financial institution that is open to the public or its members and engaged in deposit 
banking and closely related functions such as loans, investments and other fiduciary activities, 
which may have a drive-through window if permitted as an accessory use in the district.  

 

BAR.  See TAVERN.  
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BED AND BREAKFAST.  A private, owner-occupied house which rents guest rooms as an overnight 
or temporary accommodation and includes breakfast in the room rate.  

 

BOARD OF APPEALS.  The Zoning Board of Appeals for Springfield, Massachusetts.   

 

BUFFER PLANTING STRIP. A strip of land within a parcel that is planted to protect an abutting land 
use from the land use on the subject parcel.  

 

BUILDING .  A STRUCTURE enclosed within exterior walls or firewalls, built, erected and framed 
of a combination of any materials, whether portable or fixed, having a roof, for the shelter of 
persons, animals or property.  See also ACCESSORY BUILDING  and PRINCIPAL BUILDING .   

 

BUILDING COMMISSIONER.  The designated BUILDING COMMISSIONER of the City as well as any 
other person to whom the responsibility for administering or enforcing this Ordinance has been 
delegated by the City Council or the designated BUILDING COMMISSIONER, including but not 
limited to the Zoning Administrator.   

 

BUILDING COVERAGE. That portion of a LOT that is covered by STRUCTURES, expressed as an 
area measure or as a fraction or percentage, as determined by the context.  BUILDING COVERAGE 
does not include cornices, eaves, PORCHES less than six (6) square feet, steps, stoops, DECKS and 
gutters.  See Figure 2-1. 
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Figure 2-1 Building Coverage  

 

 

= Building Coverage Area = Area not counted in 
Building Coverage 
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Figure 2-2 Building Height  
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT.  The Building Department of the City.   

 

BUILDING FOOTPRINT. The horizontal measurement of land area covered by a BUILDING  
measured from the faces of exterior walls.   

 

BUILDING HEIGHT.  BUILDING HEIGHT.  The vertical distance from the FINISHED GRADE abutting 
a BUILDING  or STRUCTURE to the highest point of the roof.  BUILDING HEIGHT shall be measured 
to the top of the highest cornice line in the case of a flat or shed roof; to the deck line of mansard 
roof; and to the highest point of a gable, hip, shed or gambrel roof. Chimneys, spires, cupolas, 
and similar minor projections not intended for human occupancy shall not be included in 
calculating BUILDING HEIGHT.  Figure 2-2 illustrates how to measure BUILDING HEIGHT.   

 

BUILDING LINE. The line parallel to the FRONT LOT LINE equal to the depth of the REQUIRED 
FRONT YARD See Figure 2-1. 

 

BUILDING PERMIT.  Written Permission issued by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER for the 
construction, repair, alteration, or addition to a STRUCTURE pursuant to the Massachusetts State 
Building Code (780 CMR).  

 

��
CANOPY SIGN. See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

CAR WASH.  See MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES.   

 

CEMETERY.  Land used for the burial of the dead or cremated remains, and including accessory 
mausoleums, crematoriums, columbarium and maintenance facilities.  

 

CHANGING IMAGE SIGN.  See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 
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CHARITABLE USE.  Use of land or STRUCTUREs by a nonprofit corporation or association 
organized for charitable purposes including but not limited to education, social welfare, 
environmental conservation, scientific research, cultural enrichment, and the arts.  Uses that meet 
the definitions of educational or religious USE are covered by those definitions rather than 
“charitable use” for purposes of USE regulation.  

 

CHILD CARE. The terms “Child Care center,” “family Child Care home,” “large family Child 
Care home” and “school age child care program” shall have the meanings as defined in M.G.L. 
c. 15D s.1A. 

CHILD CARE CENTER, ADULT.  Those services, including nursing services, 
occupational therapy, physical therapy, social, recreational and 
educational events which are regulated by the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health in accordance with 130 CMR 404.  

DAY CARE, HOME BASED, ADULT.  A residential DWELLING where care for adults 
is provided by the occupant.  See 4.4.73. 

CHILD CARE CENTER. Any facility operated on a regular basis whether known as a 
child nursery, nursery school, kindergarten, child play school, progressive 
school, child development center, or pre-school, or known under any other 
name, which receives children not of common parentage under seven (7) 
years of age, or under sixteen (16) years of age if such children have 
special needs, for nonresidential custody and care during part or all of the 
day separate from their parents. CHILD CARE CENTER shall not include: 
any part of a public school system; any part of a private, organized 
educational system, unless the services of such system are primarily 
limited to kindergarten, nursery or related preschool services; a Sunday 
school conducted by a religious institution; a facility operated by a 
religious organization where children are cared for during short periods of 
time while persons responsible for such children are attending religious 
services; a FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME; an informal cooperative 
arrangement among neighbors or relatives; or the occasional care of 
children with or without compensation therefore. 

FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME. Any private residence which on a regular basis, 
receives for temporary custody and care during part or all of the day, 
children under seven (7) years of age or children under sixteen (16) years 
of age if such children have special needs; provided, however, in either 
case, that the total number of children under sixteen (16) in a FAMILY 

CHILD CARE HOME shall not exceed six (6), including participating 
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children living in the residence. FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME shall not 
mean a private residence used for an informal cooperative arrangement 
among neighbors or relatives, or the occasional care of children with or 
without compensation therefore. 

LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME; A private residence which, on a regular basis, 
receives for temporary custody and care during part or all of the day, 
children under seven (7) years of age or children under sixteen (16) years 
of age if such children have special needs, and receives for temporary 
custody and care for a limited number of hours, children of school age in 
accordance with regulations promulgated by the Massachusetts 
Department of Early Education and Care or any successor agency; 
provided, however, that the number of children under the age of sixteen 
(16) in a LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME shall not exceed ten (10), 
including participating children living in the residence. LARGE FAMILY 

CHILD CARE HOME shall not mean a private residence used for an informal 
cooperative arrangement among neighbors or relatives, or the occasional 
care of children with or without compensation therefore. 

SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAM.  Any program or facility operated on a 
regular basis which provides supervised group care for children not of 
common parentage who are enrolled in kindergarten and are of sufficient 
age to enter first grade the following year, or an older child who is not 
more than fourteen (14) years of age, or sixteen (16) years of age if such 
child has special needs. Such a program may operate before and after 
school and may also operate during school vacation and holidays. It 
provides a planned daily program of activities that is attended by children 
for specifically identified blocks of time during the week, usually over a 
period of weeks or months. A SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAM shall 
not include: any program operated by a public school system; any part of a 
private, organized educational system, unless the services of such system 
are primarily limited to a SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAM; a Sunday 
school or classes for religious instruction conducted by a religious 
organization where the children are cared for during short periods of time 
while persons responsible for such children are attending religious 
services; a FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME except as provided under LARGE 

FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME; an informal cooperative arrangement among 
neighbors or relatives; or the occasional care of children with or without 
compensation therefore. 
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CITY .  The City of Springfield, Massachusetts.  The term City is not put in SMALL CAPS format 
due to its common appearance in this Ordinance.  

 

CITY ORDINANCE.  The Revised Ordinances of the City of Springfield, 1984, as amended.  

 

CLUB OR LODGE.  An establishment where an organization conducts regular meetings where food 
and alcohol may be served and indoor and outdoor amusement may be provided for members 
and their guests. There are no sleeping facilities.  

 

COLLEGE.  An educational institution authorized by the state to award associate, baccalaureate, 
or higher degrees.   

 

COMMUNITY GARDEN.  A garden of less than five (5) acres that is used for the cultivation of 
fruits, flowers, vegetables or ornamental plants by more than one person or family.  COMMUNITY 

GARDENS do not include raising or production of any animals.  COMMUNITY GARDENS may 
include sale of products produced on-site.  See also AGRICULTURE, FARMER’S MARKET.   

 

CONDOMINIUM .  A form of property ownership in which individual units are owned separately 
and the balance of the real estate is owned in common under the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 
183A. . “Condominium” does not signify a USE or a type of BUILDING , but rather a form of 
ownership that may apply to any type of BUILDING  or use, including SINGLE-FAMILY 

DWELLINGS, TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS,  MULTI-FAMILY DWELLINGS, commercial uses, industrial 
uses, or MIXED-USE BUILDINGS.    

 

CREMATORIUM.  A location containing facilities used to cremate the dead. 

 

��
 

DECK. A platform, attached and with direct access to a BUILDING , that may have railings but 
does not have walls or a roof or any roof-like STRUCTURE. 

 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance October  2011 

 

Section 2.2 General Terms Defined Page 24 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.  The Department of Public Works of the City, also known as 
DPW.   

 

DEVELOP.  To construct or alter a STRUCTURE or to make a physical change to the land including 
excavations and fills. 

 

DEVELOPMENT.  All improvements on a site, including BUILDINGS, other STRUCTURES, PARKING 
and LOADING AREAS, LANDSCAPING, paved or graveled areas, and areas devoted to exterior 
display, STORAGE, or activities. DEVELOPMENT includes improved open areas such as plazas and 
walkways, but does not include natural geologic forms or unimproved land.  

 

DISPLAY AREA. See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

DISTRICT.  See ZONING DISTRICT   

 

DOMESTIC ANIMAL .  Any animal that is kept for personal use or enjoyment within the home 
provided that such creatures are not kept to supplement food supplies and are not used for any 
commercial purposes whatsoever other than offering for sale one litter, brood or offspring of a 
household pet domiciled on the premises. A DOMESTIC ANIMAL  shall include but is not limited to 
dogs, cats, birds, and reptiles. A DOMESTIC ANIMAL  does not include farm animals such as 
horses, ponies, cows, pigs, chickens, roosters, goats, pigeons or sheep.  

 

DOVER AMENDMENT.  Those sections of M.G.L 40A, Section 3, which limit the authority of local 
governments to regulate certain uses, including but not limited to religious, educational, 
agricultural, and child care uses.  See Sections 6.2 and 12.7. 

 

DRIVE-UP OR DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITY . Any portion of a commercial establishment that, by 
design, is either an automatic teller machine that can be accessed by customers while in their 
vehicles or which allows customers to interact with an employee of the establishment through a 
window or similar structural feature while remaining in their vehicles.  

 

DRIVEWAY .  A private roadway providing access to a LOT from a STREET or PRIVATE ROAD.   

 

DRY CLEANING OR LAUNDRY.  
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SELF - SERVICE LAUNDRY. A business that provides washing, drying, and/or 
ironing machines for hire too be used by customers on the premises. 

DRY CLEANING, DROP OFF. An establishment where articles are dropped off, 
sorted, and picked up but where no more than twenty five percent (25%) 
of the gross floor area is used for laundering or dry cleaning processing.  

DRY CLEANING OR LAUNDRY, PROCESSING. A BUILDING , or premises used for 
cleaning fabrics, textiles, wearing apparel, or articles of any sort by 
immersion and agitation (laundry) or immersion only in volatile solvents 
(dry cleaning). 

 

DUPLEX.  See DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY . 

 

DWELLING.  A BUILDING  or portion thereof containing one or more DWELLING UNITs. 

DWELLING, SINGLE-FAMILY .  A BUILDING  consisting of a single DWELLING UNIT. 
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGs are detached from other DWELLING UNITs.   

DWELLING, MULTI-FAMILY . A BUILDING  consisting of three (3) or more 
DWELLING UNITs, such as an APARTMENT BUILDING  or a townhouse. 

APARTMENT BUILDING .  A MULTI -FAMILY DWELLING that is not a 
TOWNHOUSE. 

TOWNHOUSE. A type of MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING in which at least three 
(3) DWELLING UNITS ARE IN A ROW.  The DWELLING UNIT extends 
from the foundation to the roof and are separated by fire rated 
walls from other DWELLING UNITs, no unit is located over another 
unit, and each unit has its own front and rear access to the outside.   

TOWNHOUSES may be held in different forms of ownership, 
including fee simple ownership on separate LOTs, 
condominium ownership (where each unit is owned 
separately but the BUILDING  and land are owned in 
common), or single ownership (where the entire 
BUILDING  is in one ownership and individual 
townhouses are leased out as rental units).  Figure 2-3 
is an illustration of TOWNHOUSES on separate LOTS.   

A TOWNHOUSE  unit extending from the foundation to the roof 
may not be divided into separate DWELLING UNITS.  
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Any MULTI-FAMILY DWELLING that does not meet the 
definition of a TOWNHOUSE shall be deemed to be an 
APARTMENT BUILDING .   
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Figure 2-3 Multi-Family Townhouse Elevation and Plan View 

 

 

 

DWELLING, SINGLE-ROOM OCCUPANCY (SRO).   A lodging house in which all 
residents have separate bedrooms with private bathrooms but share 
common areas for cooking, dining, and other purposes normally 
associated with residential use.    

Street 

S
treet 
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DWELLING, SINGLE ROOM OCCUPANCY, ENHANCED (ENHANCED SRO).  A MULTI-
FAMILY DWELLING with one-room studio apartments that include a 
bathroom and kitchen. 

DWELLING, TWO-FAMILY .  A TWO-FAMILY DWELLING is a BUILDING  consisting of 
two DWELLING UNITs. 

 

DWELLING UNIT. A BUILDING  or portion thereof providing complete independent living facilities 
for one family; including sleeping, cooking and sanitary facilities, not including, transient 
occupancy units such as hotels, motels, rooming or boarding houses. 

 

��
EDUCATIONAL USE, EXEMPT.  The use of land or BUILDINGs primarily for the training and 
teaching of children, youths, or adults, including preschools, elementary and secondary schools, 
colleges, vocational schools, and technical schools. Exempt educational uses also include 
dormitory and residential facilities for students, faculty, and staff of an educational institution, 
and residential facilities that provide educational services for their residents, including group 
homes, homeless shelters, half-way houses, or any other program in which counseling, 
education, or residential facilities are provided to residents or clients.  In order to qualify as an 
EXEMPT EDUCATIONAL USE such use must occur on land owned or leased by (a) the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts or any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies politic; or (b) a 
religious sect or denomination; or (c) a nonprofit educational corporation. 

 

EDUCATIONAL USE, NON-EXEMPT.  The USE of land or BUILDINGs primarily for the training and 
teaching of children, youths, or adults, including private for-profit schools and any other school 
or institution providing instruction or educational services, where such USE does not occur on 
land owned or leased by (a) the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or any of its agencies, 
subdivisions or bodies politic; or (b) a religious sect or denomination; or (c) a nonprofit 
educational corporation. 

 

ERECTING A SIGN. See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 
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#�
FAA.  Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

FCC.  Federal Communications Commission.  

 

FAMILY .  An individual or two (2) or more persons related by genetics, adoption or marriage, 
living and cooking together as a single housekeeping unit or a group of three (3) or fewer 
persons who are not related by genetics, adoption or marriage, living and cooking together as a 
single housekeeping unit.  

 

FARMER’S MARKET.  The seasonal selling or offering for sale at retail of vegetables or produce, 
flowers, crafts, orchard products and similar non-animal agricultural products.  A FARMER’S 

MARKET may be regulated by other Municipal Ordinances that specify hours, parking, health 
license requirements (if any) and types of goods to be sold.   

 

FENCE.  A barrier constructed of materials other than living vegetation erected for the purpose of 
protection, confinement, enclosure, or privacy. 

 

FINISHED GRADE.  The average grade existing at the time of application for a BUILDING PERMIT 
the final grade necessary to implement an approved subdivision plan as shown on the plans.  The 
FINISHED GRADE is the average of the highest and lowest elevation of the ground abutting the 
perimeter of the PRINCIPAL BUILDING . 

 

FLOOR AREA.   Unless otherwise modified or specified, the term “Floor Area” in this Ordinance 
shall mean GROSS FLOOR AREA.   

FLOOR AREA, GROSS.  The sum of the horizontal areas of a BUILDING , measured 
from exterior face of exterior walls, or in the case of a common wall 
separating two BUILDINGs, from the centerline of the common wall.  
GROSS FLOOR AREA shall not include: stairwells, underground parking 
areas, uncovered steps, exterior balconies, interior space less than seven 
(7) feet in height, elevator shafts and space devoted to mechanical 
equipment.   
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FLOOR AREA, NET.  The gross FLOOR AREA, excluding interior walls, hallways, 
stairwells, closets, storage areas, and restrooms.   

 

FRATERNITY/SORORITY.  See GROUP RESIDENTIAL FACILITY . 

 

FRONTAGE. The horizontal distance measured along a LOT LINE dividing a LOT from: 

A. A public STREET or a way which the City Clerk certifies is maintained and 
used as a public way, or  

B. A way shown on a plan approved and endorsed in accordance with the 
Subdivision Control Law (M.G.L Ch. 41, ss. 81K to 81GG), or  

C. A way in existence when the Subdivision Control Law became effective in 
the City having, in the opinion of the Planning Board, sufficient width, 
suitable grades and adequate construction to provide for the needs of 
vehicular traffic in relation to the proposed USE of land abutting thereon or 
served thereby, and for the installation of municipal services to serve such 
land and the BUILDINGS erected thereon or to be erected thereon. 

 

FUNERAL HOME OR PARLOR. See UNDERTAKING ESTABLISHMENT.  

 

$�
GARAGE, RESIDENTIAL.  A BUILDING  used for the storage of one or more automobiles owned and 
used by the owner or tenant of the LOT on which it is erected for a purpose accessory to the USE 
of the LOT.  

 

GARAGE, PARKING. See PARKING GARAGE.  

 

GENERAL SERVICE AND CONTRACTOR’S SHOP.  An establishment used for the indoor repair, 
maintenances or storage of materials related to construction, remodeling, machine repair 
(including small engine repair), furniture making or artist studio. These uses also include but are 
not limited to metal, machine and welding shops, furniture upholstery shops and similar business 
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engagements in custom fabrication and repair which are wholly contained within a BUILDING  
with no outdoor storage. The shop activity does not create a noticeable amount of noise, dust, 
odor or vibration outside of the BUILDING  in which it takes place 

 

GROUND SIGN.  See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

GROUP HOME.  A non-profit or for-profit facility for the sheltered care of persons with special 
needs, including developmentally disabled, which, in addition to providing food and shelter, may 
also provide some combination of personal care, social or counseling services conducive to the 
residents’ welfare.   

 

GROUP RESIDENTIAL FACILITY .  A residential facility for a group of individuals who are not 
related.  Examples include fraternity or sorority houses, dormitories, residence halls, convents 
and monasteries.   

 

GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING (GVWR).  A standard rating used by the auto industry to state 
the maximum a vehicle can safely weigh when loaded, including the vehicle itself, occupants, 
cargo and optional equipment.  For example, a light duty truck is defined by federal law as a 
motor vehicle with a GROSS VEHICLE WEIGHT RATING of up to 8,500 pounds.  A light truck has a 
GVWR of up to 10,000 pounds.  Vehicles with GVWR over 10,000 are typically subject to 
additional emissions testing standards.  See HOME BASED BUSINESS standards in Section 4.5. 

 

%�
HAZARDOUS MATERIALS.  Items classified by the Massachusetts State Building Code as “Use 
Groups H, H-1, H-2, H-3, and H-4.  See also Industrial Uses with High Hazard Uses.    

 

HEALTH CLUB. An indoor or outdoor facility including game courts, exercise equipment, locker 
rooms, SWIMMING POOL(s), used primarily for athletic practice or competition, fitness classes or 
lessons, or related activities.  

 

HEIGHT OF BUILDING .  See BUILDING HEIGHT.   
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HELIPORT. An area designed to be used for the landing and takeoff of helicopters including all 
necessary passenger, cargo and emergency service, hangering and support service facilities, but 
not including a helicopter landing and takeoff area that is accessory to, and on the same LOT as, a 
HOSPITAL.  

 

HOME BASED BUSINESS. A business, trade, profession, or other business activity resulting in a 
product or service for compensation, conducted wholly or partly in a DWELLING, by owners 
and/or renters who permanently reside at the residence, as regulated by Section 4.5.  

 

HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE.  The LOT on which the HOME BASED BUSINESS is conducted. 

 

HORSE STABLE.  A stable or group of stables or barns for the purpose of keeping and boarding 
equine animals.   

 

HORTICULTURE.  Includes greenhouses and the growing and keeping of nursery stock and the sale 
thereof.  

 

HOSPITAL.  A facility in excess of 10,000 square feet and licensed by the state that provides 
health services and overnight patient care. 

 

HOTEL.  A BUILDING , or portion of a BUILDING  with access provided through a common 
entrance, lobby or hallway to one or more guest rooms, designed to be rented out as temporary or 
overnight accommodations for guests. This definition shall not include a BED AND BREAKFAST 

HOME, LODGING HOUSE or MOTEL, as defined separately in this section.  

 

&�
INDIVIDUAL LETTER SIGN. See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 
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INDUSTRIAL  

INDUSTRIAL USE, not including HIGH HAZARD USES. An establishment that is 
engaged in basic processing, reduction, or destruction of materials or 
products predominantly from extracted or raw materials, and a USE 
engaged in the storage, warehousing, and distribution of resulting products 
or materials. See also, PACKAGING, WAREHOUSING AND DISTRIBUTION.  

INDUSTRIAL USES with HIGH HAZARD USES. An industrial USE containing a HIGH 

HAZARD USE. 

HIGH HAZARD USE. A USE classified by the Massachusetts State Building 
Code as “Use Group H,” including Use Groups H-1, H-2, H-3 or 
H-4. 

HIGH HAZARD USE A. A USE which contains materials that present a 
detonation hazard (Use Group H-1), or that present a deflagration 
hazard or a hazard from accelerated burning (Use Group H-2). 

HIGH HAZARD USE B. A USE which contains materials that readily support 
combustion or present a physical hazard (Use Group H-3), or 
which contain materials that are a health hazard (Use Group H-4). 

INDUSTRIAL, LIGHT.  Research and development activities, the manufacturing, 
compounding, processing, packaging storage, assembly and or treatment 
of finished or semi-finished products which activities are conducted 
wholly within an enclosed BUILDING . LIGHT INDUSTRIAL activity does not 
create a noticeable amount of noise, dust, odor or vibration outside of the 
BUILDING  in which it takes place.  

 

'�
JUNKYARD .  Any land used for the deposit, collection or storage of waste, used or discarded 
things or materials, whether or not in connection with the dismantling, processing, salvage, sale 
or other USE or disposition thereof; and the deposit or storage on any LOT of two (2) or more 
wrecked, inoperative or unregistered vehicles, or parts thereof, for one (1) month or more, 
excluding the storage of garaged vehicles.   
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(�
KENNEL. An establishment where four (4) or more DOMESTIC ANIMAL s over six (6) months of 
age are kept for any reason; or an establishment where any number of such animals are kept for 
the purpose of selling, boarding, breeding, training, treating or grooming, except for 
VETERINARY CLINICS.  

 

)�
LANDSCAPING.  That portion of a LOT that is free of structural improvements and/or impervious 
surface but improved with pervious and planted materials such as grass, trees, shrubs and other 
live plant materials.  

 

LAUNDRY. See DRY CLEANING or LAUNDRY.  

 

LIBRARY or MUSEUM. A public or private facility containing printed, electronic, sculptural and 
pictorial material for public use and purpose of study, reference and recreation.  

 

LOADING SPACE, OFF-STREET. An area for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while 
loading or unloading merchandise or material.   

 

LODGING HOUSE.  A BUILDING  in which lodgings are rented to four (4) or more persons who do 
not constitute a FAMILY  and who occupy the premises as a principal place of residence, including 
a single-room occupancy (SRO) DWELLING with shared kitchen and dining facilities.  See also 
DWELLING, SRO.   

 

LOT.  An area of land in single ownership with definite boundaries as shown in the record title of 
the property or by a plan recorded with the Registry of Deeds. See Figure 2-4. 

LOT, CORNER.  A LOT abutting two or more STREETS at their intersection, or upon 
two parts of the same STREET forming an interior angle of less than one 
hundred thirty-five degrees. A CORNER LOT has two (2) FRONT LOT LINES, 
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two (2) FRONT YARDS, two (2) SIDE YARDS and no REAR YARD. See 
Figure 2-4. 

LOT, INTERIOR  A LOT that abuts only one (1) STREET. An INTERIOR LOT has one 
(1) FRONT LOT LINE and FRONT YARD, and at least two (2) SIDE LOT 

LINES and SIDE YARDS. See Figure 2-4. 
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Figure 2-4 Lots 

 

 

LOT AREA.  The total horizontal area of the LOT lying within the LOT LINEs, and not including 
any portion of a STREET. 

 

LOT DEPTH.  The length of a straight line drawn from the midpoint of the FRONT LOT LINE to the 
midpoint of the REAR LOT LINE, as shown in Figure 2-5. 
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Figure 2-5 Interior Lot with Lot Lines 

 

 

LOT LINE. A line separating one LOT from another LOT or from a STREET. See Figure 2-5. 

LOT LINE, FRONT . A line separating a LOT from a STREET. A CORNER LOT has 
two FRONT LOT LINES.   Also known as STREET LOT LINE.  See Figure 2-5 

LOT LINE, INTERIOR . A LOT LINE not abutting a STREET. See Figure 2-4. 

LOT LINE, REAR . The LOT LINE which is opposite and most distant from the 
FRONT LOT LINE, on an INTERIOR LOT. In the case of an irregular or 
triangular-shaped LOT, the REAR LOT LINE shall be a line ten (10) feet in 
length within the LOT parallel to and at the maximum distance from the 
FRONT LOT LINE. See Figure 2-5. 

LOT LINE, SIDE.   Any LOT LINE not a FRONT LOT LINE or REAR LOT LINE. See 
Figure 2-5 

Street 

Side Lot Line 

Rear Lot Line 

Front Lot Line 

Lot Depth 
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LOT WIDTH.  The horizontal distance between the SIDE LOT LINES at the BUILDING LINE of the 
PRINCIPAL BUILDING on an INTERIOR LOT, measured at right angles to the line comprising the 
depth of the LOT, as shown in Figure 2-6. 

 

Figure 2-6 Lot Width Measurement 

 

 

��
M.G.L.  The General Laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 

 

MASSAGE PARLOR.  See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions. 
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MARINA , COMMERCIAL FERRY SERVICE. Waterfront establishments such as a dock or basin 
where slips, moorings and often supplies, repairs and other accessory services are available 
related to water craft.  

 

MEDICAL OFFICE or CLINIC . A BUILDING  used for professional offices for medical, surgical, 
dental, physical, rehabilitation, mental health, and other health care providers, related support 
services, pharmacies, and laboratories, and usual and customary accessory facilities thereto. A 
MEDICAL OFFICE or CLINIC  shall not include provisions for overnight patient care.  

 

MEMBRANE-COVERED FRAME STRUCTURE.  A STRUCTURE consisting of a rigid framework that 
supports a fabric covering such as cloth, canvas, plastic, etc.  

 

MIXED-USE BUILDING .  A BUILDING  which includes more than one USE category.  A MIXED-USE 

BUILDING  can include a mix of residential and non-residential USES or a mixture of non-
residential USES such as RETAIL SALES and OFFICE USES.   

 

MOBILE HOME.   A STRUCTURE transportable in one or more sections, which is eight (8) body 
feet or more in width and is thirty two (2) body feet or more in length, and which is built on a 
permanent chassis, and designed to be used as a DWELLING with permanent foundation, when 
connected to the required facilities, and includes the plumbing, heating, air-conditioning and 
electrical systems contained therein.  

 

MOBILE HOME PARK. Any LOT or PARCEL upon which three (3) or more MOBILE HOMEs 
occupied for DWELLING purposes are located, including any BUILDING , STRUCTURES, fixtures 
and equipment used in connection with MOBILE HOMEs (G.L.C. 140, s. 32F).  

 

MONUMENT SIGN.  SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

MOTEL. A BUILDING , or portion of a BUILDING  with access to one or more guest rooms provided 
by exterior or partially-enclosed walkways, designed to be rented out as temporary or overnight 
accommodations for guests.  
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MOTOR VEHICLE, DISPATCH.  A facility that coordinates MOTOR VEHICLES to pick up passengers, 
or traveling on fixed routes, such as Refuse Collection Trucks.   

 

MOTOR VEHICLE SALES.  

SALES OF VEHICLES, DEALERSHIP. Any business establishment that sells or leases 
new or used automobiles, trucks, vans, trailers, recreational vehicles, 
boats, motorcycles or other similar motorized vehicle. A VEHICLE 

DEALERSHIP may maintain an inventory of the vehicles for sale or lease 
on-site and may also provide on-site facilities for the repair and service of 
the vehicles sold or leased by the dealership.  

SALES OF USED OR NEW VEHICLES. The USE of land for the display or sale of used 
automobiles, panel trucks, vans trailers or recreational vehicles.  

SALES OF MOTOR VEHICLE PARTS, RETAIL . See RETAIL SALES.  

 

MOTOR VEHICLE RENTALS. A BUILDING  or portion thereof used for the rental of automobiles 
including incidental parking and servicing of vehicles for rent or lease. Typical uses include auto 
rental agencies. 

 

MOTOR VEHICLE SERVICES.  

GAS STATION, NO MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR.   Any Building or premises used to 
supply motor fuels (including but not limited to alternative fuels such as 
natural gas or hydrogen). RETAIL SALES, SALES and CAR WASH uses are 
allowed as ACCESSORY USEs. MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE 
facilities are considered a separate use.  

CAR WASH.   Mechanical facilities for washing or waxing private automobiles, 
light trucks and vans including auto detailing services.  CAR WASH is also 
allowed as an ACCESSORY USE to Gas Stations.  

MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE, LIGHT. Services to include 
lubrication service, washing-buffing, engine tune ups, installation and 
service of electronic equipment including but not limited to radios, burglar 
alarms, remote starters, mobile phones, but may not include transmission 
overhaul, major engine repairs, tire recapping or retreading, auto body 
repair or brake or muffler shops.   
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MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR AND MAINTENANCE, HEAVY . Services to include 
transmission overhaul, major engine repairs, tire recapping or retreading, 
brake or muffler shops.   

MOTOR VEHICLE PAINTING OR BODY WORK. The repair or straightening of a 
Motor Vehicle body or frame and painting of Motor Vehicles or Motor 
Vehicle parts. Maintenance, service and engine repair may be performed 
as an ancillary function of the body work.  

MOTOR VEHICLE, TEMPORARY STORAGE. The unenclosed storage of operable 
vehicles on a LOT for a continuous period of time more than seventy two 
(72) hours but less than thirty (30) days, excluding MOTOR VEHICLE 
dealerships and residential parking lots.  MOTOR VEHICLES may not be 
moved for a brief time so that they are in effect remaining on the LOT for 
longer than thirty (30) days.   

MOTOR VEHICLE, TEMPORARY CAR STORAGE LOT.  TEMPORARY MOTOR VEHICLE 

STORAGE limited to passenger vehicles or light trucks less than 10,000 
GVWR.  

MOTOR VEHICLE, TEMPORARY TRUCK STORAGE LOT. TEMPORARY MOTOR 

VEHICLE STORAGE (not limited to passenger vehicles and light trucks), 
including storage of trucks, truck bodies, or other vehicles.  

 

MOVABLE SIGN.   SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

MUNICIPAL USE. A BUILDING  or facility owned and used by the City.  

 

*�
NEON SIGN.   SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

NON-ACCESSORY SIGN.  SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 
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NONCONFORMING BUILDING OR NONCONFORMING USE. A BUILDING  or a USE of land or of 
BUILDINGS existing at the effective date of this Ordinance, or any amendments thereto which 
does not conform with the requirements of this Ordinance, or any amendments thereto.  

 

NURSING HOME. A facility, licensed by the State, for the aged or infirm in which three or more 
persons not of the immediate family are kept or provided with food, shelter and care for 
compensation.  

 

+�
OFFICE OF PLANNING AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT.   The Office of Planning & Economic 
Development Department for the City. The term Office of Planning and Economic Development 
is not put in SMALL CAPS format due to its common appearance in this Ordinance. 

 

OFFICE USES, NON-MEDICAL. A BUILDING  or portion thereof that is administrative, executive or 
research based.  

 

OPEN SPACE.  The space on a LOT not occupied by BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, driveways, OFF-
STREET PARKING or LOADING SPACEs, or other areas for vehicular circulation or storage.  

 

OVERLAY DISTRICT.  A ZONING DISTRICT shown on the ZONING MAP that applies special rules to 
manage land use in specific areas that overlap different ZONING DISTRICTs.  OVERLAY DISTRICTs 
are designed to deal with special characteristics of each area. The rules for OVERLAY DISTRICTS 
apply in addition to the regulations contained in other articles of this Ordinance.  Where there is 
a conflict between the regulations of an OVERLAY DISTRICT and those of the underlying district, 
the overlay district regulations control. 
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,�
PACKAGING, WAREHOUSING AND DISTRIBUTION.  Facilities used commercially for indoor storage, 
which may include automated delivery systems, loading docks and heavy trucking activity. 

 

PARK. A municipally owned area that is used principally for active or passive recreation, which 
may include equipment and facilities for active recreation and play such as playfields, play 
STRUCTUREs, swings, slides, public assembly and ACCESSORY USES such as restrooms. A PARK 
may also accommodate related municipal uses such as educational facilities and facilities for 
storage and maintenance of equipment used in the PARK.  See also PLACE OF OUTDOOR 

AMUSEMENT for non-municipal facilities.   

 

PARKING GARAGE.  A BUILDING  or STRUCTURE for the storage of more than three (3) MOTOR 

VEHICLEs or more than one RECREATIONAL VEHICLE.   

 

PARKING, OFF-STREET   

PARKING, SHARED.  The provision that two (2) or more uses which are within 
close proximity may share parking facilities to fulfill their individual 
parking requirements because their prime operational hours do not 
overlap, or other such evidence that the shared USE can be accommodated.  

PARKING STRUCTURE.  A roofed structure or portion thereof composed of one or 
more levels or floors used exclusively for the parking or short term storage 
of MOTOR VEHICLES.  

SURFACE PARKING LOT. An off-street paved parking area for MOTOR VEHICLEs 
with no BUILDING  or STRUCTURE other than small ACCESSORY BUILDINGs 
such as parking attendant booths.  

 

PERSONAL SERVICES. A facility providing personal services such as hair salon, barber shop, or 
nail salon. 
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PLACE OF AMUSEMENT   

PLACE OF AMUSEMENT, INDOOR. Establishments that provide recreation fully 
enclosed within a Building. Examples include, bowling alley, indoor play 
space, arcade, movie theater, establishment with more than two (2) pool 
tables, and establishments with more than five (5) video machines.  

PLACE OF AMUSEMENT, OUTDOOR.  Any outdoor space, other than a PARK, that is 
maintained or operated for the amusement, patronage, or recreation of the 
public for a fee or free of charge including, but not limited to, miniature 
golf course, golf driving range, batting cage, archery range.  

 

PLACE OF WORSHIP.  See RELIGIOUS USE. 

 

PLANNING BOARD.  The Planning Board of the City.  The term Planning Board is not put in 
SMALL CAPS format due to its common appearance in this Ordinance. 

 

PLANNING BOARD RULES AND REGULATIONS.  The procedural regulations adopted by the 
Planning Board in accordance with M.G.L Chapter 40.   

 

PLAYGROUND. A recreation area with play apparatus for use primarily by children. See also, 
PARK  

 

POLE SIGN.   See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

PORCH.  A platform, attached and with direct access to a BUILDING , that has a roof or roof-like 
STRUCTURE but does not have walls except where it is attached to the BUILDING . A PORCH may 
be screened or glazed, but is not heated or cooled. 

 

PORTABLE SIGN.  See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

PRINCIPAL BUILDING .  The BUILDING  or BUILDINGs containing the primary USE on a LOT.  The 
connection of a PRINCIPAL BUILDING  to an ACCESSORY BUILDING  by means of an unenclosed 
and unheated STRUCTURE such as a breezeway, walkway or DECK, shall not make the 
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ACCESSORY BUILDING  into part of the PRINCIPAL BUILDING .  Figure 2-7 illustrates an example of 
the relationship of a PRINCIPAL BUILDING  to an ACCESSORY BUILDING .   

 

Figure 2-7 Principal Building 

 

 

PRINCIPAL USE.    The primary or predominant USE of a BUILDING  or LOT.   

 

PRIVATE ROAD   A STREET that has not been accepted for public maintenance.   

 

PROJECTING SIGN.  SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

Accessory Building 

Principal Building 
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-��.�
RECYCLING CENTER.  A BUILDING  or LOT used for the collection and/or processing of used 
materials whereby the resultant product is to be re-used in the same or different form or manner. 
This term shall include bottle redemption facilities, except when such facility is an ACCESSORY 

USE to the retail sales of beverages. This shall not include the storage or salvage of MOTOR 

VEHICLEs.  

 

RECREATIONAL VEHICLE.  A vehicular-type portable STRUCTURE without permanent foundation 
that can be towed, hauled or driven and is primarily designed as temporary living 
accommodations for recreational and camping purposes.  RECREATIONAL VEHICLE includes boats 
that can be towed by passenger vehicles.   

 

REFUSE.  Unwanted or discarded material including waste material generated by commercial, 
industrial or residential USES.   

 

RELIGIOUS USE.   The USE of land or BUILDINGs primarily for spiritual worship, whether or not of 
a recognized religious denomination, together with reasonably related ACCESSORY USEs, 
including but not limited to recreation, art and music, religious education, drug rehabilitation, 
and similar uses where such ACCESSORY USEs are in fulfillment of the religious mission of the 
institution.  Religious uses include, without limitation, churches, synagogues, mosques, temples, 
monasteries, and religious retreat centers, and the parsonages and residential facilities that are 
used to house clergy and practitioners of the religious institution.  The use of portions of a 
religious BUILDING  or site for other incidental charitable purposes, such as community meetings, 
educational programs, social gatherings, occasional book or rummage sales, or the provision of 
social services does not affect the status of the USE as “religious.” 

 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT LABORATORY.  

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, BIOTECHNOLOGY. An establishment that employs 
applied molecular biology to develop and test new products such as 
medicines and drugs. This includes the use of microorganisms, such as 
bacteria or yeasts, or biological substances, such as enzymes, to perform 
specific industrial or manufacturing processes. Applications include the 
production of certain drugs, synthetic hormones, and bulk foodstuffs as 
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well as the bioconversion of organic waste and the use of genetically 
altered bacteria in the cleanup of oil spills. 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT, OTHER. An establishment that conducts research, 
testing, development, repair or controlled production of high-technology, 
medical supplies or instruments, electronic, industrial or scientific 
products or commodities.  

 

RESIDENTIAL RENEWABLE ENERGY FACILITY . A structure, which may be free-standing or mounted 
on another structure, which is used for generating electricity, heating water, or otherwise 
converting sunlight or wind into energy for heating, cooling, or other forms of usable energy for 
consumption primarily on the premises, including facilities that generate electricity for on-site use 
and feed excess electricity into the utility grid under a net metering arrangement with an electric 
utility company. 

 

RESTAURANT. An establishment where food and drink are prepared, served, and consumed, 
mostly within the PRINCIPAL BUILDING .   

 

RETAIL SALES AND SERVICES. An establishment which sells new or used merchandise directly to 
consumers, and which may also provide after-sale services such as repair and installation.  
RETAIL SALES includes pharmacy sales and dispensing of prescriptions through a drive-
through window, if a drive-through window is permitted in the district. RETAIL SALES does not 
include sales of new or used automobiles, trucks, recreational vehicles, boats or trailers nor 
ADULT RETAILER sales, which are regulated in Section 6.5. 

 

REUSE. Initiation of a USE in a building that has been ABANDONED (i.e. not used for a period 
of two (2) or more years).  

 

ROOF SIGN.  SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

��
SEXUAL ENCOUNTER CENTER.  See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 
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SHOPPING CENTER.  Any group of four (4) or more commercial establishments, developed and 
owned as a unit and/or sharing common pedestrian and parking areas, or any group of three (3) 
or more commercial establishments, developed and owned as a unit with a FLOOR AREA of 
twenty-five thousand (25,000) square feet or more and sharing common pedestrian and parking 
areas.  

 

SIGHT TRIANGLE.  That part of a LOT enclosed by a straight line connecting points on the edge of 
the traveled way of two STREETS, such points being twenty-five (25) feet distant from the point 
of intersection of the edge of the traveled ways of said STREETS or extensions thereof.  See also 
Section 5.2 and Figure 5-2.  

 

SIGN.  See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

SINGLE AND SEPARATE OWNERSHIP. The ownership of a LOT by one (1) or more persons such 
that the owner of a specific LOT does not have a sufficient ownership interest in an adjacent LOT 
to control the USE and disposition of that LOT.  Where one (1) or more owners can control the 
USE and disposition of adjacent LOTs, such LOTs shall be deemed to be in “common ownership”.   

 

SOLID WASTE.  See REFUSE.   

 

SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS. See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES. See Section 6.3.30 Adult Entertainment Definitions 

 

SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY. The City Council, Planning Board, or Board of Appeals 
designated for the issuance of Special Permits.  

 

STATE.  The term State in this Ordinance shall mean the commonwealth of Massachusetts.   

 

STORAGE.  
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SELF SERVICE STORAGE. A BUILDING  or group of BUILDINGs divided into separate 
storage compartments to meet temporary storage requirements of business 
or personal property.  

OUTDOOR STORAGE. The keeping of personal or business property outside a 
BUILDING  for a period of time exceeding seventy two (72) hours.  

OUTDOOR SALES AND STORAGE. The display, distribution, sale and storage of 
products or services primarily outside a STRUCTURE, including but not 
limited to garden supplies, bicycles, lawn accessories, BUILDING  and 
landscape materials, and burial monuments. For sales of MOTOR 

VEHICLEs, see MOTOR VEHICLE SALES . HAZARDOUS MATERIALs are not 
allowed in an OUTDOOR SALES AND STORAGE area. 

OUTDOOR STORAGE, BULK. Goods for sale, storage, distribution or display that 
have a large size, mass, or volume and are not easily moved or carried, 
including railroad ties, fertilizer, or soil. 

 

STORY. The part of a BUILDING  or STRUCTURE between any floor and the floor or roof next 
above. 

 

STREET.  (a) A public way or a way which the City Clerk certifies is maintained and used as a 
public way; or (b) a way shown on a plan approved and endorsed in accordance with the 
subdivision control law; or (c) a way in existence when the subdivision control law became 
effective in the city, having, in the opinion of the Planning Board, sufficient width, suitable 
grades and adequate construction to provide for the needs of vehicular traffic in relation to the 
proposed USE of the land abutting thereon or served thereby, and for the installation of municipal 
services to serve such land and the BUILDINGs erected or to be erected thereon.  

 

STREET LEVEL. Any story of a BUILDING  in which the floor is less than six feet above or below 
the finished grade at any STREET entrance of the BUILDING . Under this definition a BUILDING  
may have more than one STREET LEVEL.   

 

STREET LOT LINE.  See LOT LINE, FRONT.   
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STRUCTURE.  A combination of materials assembled at a fixed location to give support or shelter, 
including a BUILDING , framework, retaining wall, platform, FENCE, SIGN, flagpole, TOWER, 
ANTENNA, satellite dishes, DECKS and PORCHES.  

 

SWIMMING POOL. Either (a) a below-ground pool; artificial pool of water located below 
surrounding grade, and having a depth of a least thirty-six (36) inches, as measured from the 
lowest point in the pool a vertical distance to the ground level; or (b) an above-ground pool; 
artificial pool of water located above surface grade with a diameter of fifteen (15) feet or greater 
at the outside dimensions, and a capacity to hold water to a depth of thirty-six (36) inches or 
more.  

 

��
TAVERN. An establishment selling alcoholic beverages, with or without food, to be served to and 
drunk by patrons in plain view of other patrons.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, ALTERNATIVE TOWER STRUCTURE. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, ANCILLARY FACILITIES. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS ANTENNA.  See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUFFER AREA. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CO-LOCATION. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITY . See Section 6.2.20.  
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS , FUNCTIONALLY EQUIVALENT SERVICES. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, GUYED TOWER. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, LATTICE TOWER. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, MONOPOLE. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, MOUNT. See Section 6.2.20.  

BUILDING MOUNT. See Section 6.2.20.  

GROUND MOUNT. See Section 6.2.20.  

STRUCTURE -MOUNT. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILITY . See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, PRE-EXISTING TOWERS AND PRE-EXISTING ANTENNAS. See Section 
6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, RADIO FREQUENCY (RF) ENGINEER.  See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, RADIO FREQUENCY RADIATION  (RFR). See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, STEALTH DESIGN. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS OR TRANSMISSION TOWER or TOWER. See Section 6.2.20.  

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS, TOWER HEIGHT. See Section 6.2.20.  
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TEMPORARY DWELLING.  A replacement DWELLING that is occupied for up to one (1) year 
following destruction of an existing DWELLING due to destruction of an existing DWELLING, for 
example from fire or flooding.  See Section 4.4.90. 

 

TEMPORARY SIGNS OR BANNERS. See Section 9.1 Sign Definitions. 

 

TIERED REVIEW.  The system of reviews in which USES are grouped into categories of review 
based on their size, intensity or impact.  The different review categories or “tiers” are illustrated 
in Diagram 2-1.   

 

Diagram 2-1 Tiered Review Categories 

 

 

TRASH.  See REFUSE.   

 

TRAVEL TRAILER.  A portable vehicle on a chassis, not exceeding thirty six (36) feet in length or 
nine (9) feet in width, which is designed to be used as a temporary DWELLING during travel, 
recreational, and vacation uses, and which may be identified as a travel trailer by the 
manufacturer. Travel trailers generally contain sanitary, water, and electrical facilities. 
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TRASH HAULING SERVICES FACILITY .  Storage of trash hauling vehicles and associated 
equipment for an establishment which coordinates the pickup of refuse or trash from residential 
and commercial facilities, but not the storage or transfer of refuse or trash at the facility.  

 

TRUCK, LIGHT.  A truck of 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight rating or less, including a pickup, 
van, truck-based station wagon or sport utility vehicle.  

 

TRUCK STOP. A fuel dispensing and repair service facility designed to accommodate primarily 
the trucking industry. ACCESSORY USEs common to a TRUCK STOP may include a RESTAURANT, 
shower facilities, lodging facilities, and short-term parking areas.  

 

/�
UNDERTAKING ESTABLISHMENT.   A facility in which dead bodies are prepared for burial or 
cremation and where funeral services may be conducted.  

 

UNIVERSITY.  See COLLEGE.   

 

USABLE OPEN SPACE.  OPEN SPACE that is located and configured to provide active or passive 
recreational or relaxation opportunities. USABLE OPEN SPACE does not include the area of 
required YARDs, and may include, but are not limited to, parks, play areas, improved playing 
fields, publicly accessible natural or wildlife viewing areas, gardens, maintained and landscaped 
lawn with trees and seating areas, natural or landscaped walking paths and running trails; public 
and private pedestrian spaces, and other similar environments.  

 

USE.  The purpose for which the BUILDING  or LOT may be designed, arranged, intended, 
maintained operated, or occupied; or any activity, business or operation carried on or intended to 
be carried on in a BUILDING , STRUCTURE or on a LOT.   

 

UTILITIES.   Facilities related to the provision, distribution, collection and transmission or 
disposal of water, storm and sanitary sewage, oil, gas, electric power, telecommunication, and 
cable.  
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UTILITIES, PUBLIC. UTILITIES that are subject to City acceptance for operation and 
maintenance. For purposes of this Ordinance PUBLIC UTILITIES include: 
water lines, sanitary and storm sewer lines and pump stations, their 
appurtenances and any component parts thereof.  

UTILITIES, PRIVATE. UTILITIES that are not subject to acceptance by the City. For 
purposes of this Ordinance, private utilities include: natural gas lines, 
electric power lines and substations, telephone, cable and fiber-optic lines 
and the PRIVATE UTILITY ’S operation, maintenance, repair and 
replacement thereof.  

 

0�
VACANT.  Unoccupied land, STRUCTURE, BUILDING  or part thereof.  

 

VETERINARY CLINIC .  A facility concerned with the medical diagnosis, treatment and care of 
DOMESTIC ANIMALs, primarily on an outpatient basis, and where the boarding of animals under 
treatment is incidental to the principal clinic use. A VETERINARY CLINIC  shall have no outdoor 
dog runs or play areas, and no boarding of animals except for indoor boarding directly related to 
medical treatment. 

 

1�
WALL SIGN.  SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

WAREHOUSE.  An establishment with storage, wholesale and distribution of manufactured 
products, supplies and equipment.  

 

WHOLESALE SALES. A place of business primarily engaged in selling or distributing merchandise 
to retailers; to industrial, commercial or professional business users or to other wholesalers. Such 
facility may include WAREHOUSING, STORAGE, and DISTRIBUTION services.  
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WINDOW SIGN.  SEE SECTION 9.1 SIGN DEFINITIONS. 

 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATION . See Section 6.2.20.  

 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY . See Section 6.2.20.  

 

���2�
YARD. The OPEN SPACE between a BUILDING  and the nearest LOT LINE, unoccupied and 
unobstructed by any portion of a STRUCTURE from the ground upward, except as otherwise 
provided herein as shown in See Figure 2-8. In measuring a YARD, the shortest horizontal 
distance between the BUILDING  and the LOT LINE shall be used. All YARDs shall be exclusive of 
stairs, overhanging eaves, gutters, cornices of less than three (3) feet deep on PRINCIPAL 
BUILDINGs and eaves, gutters, and cornices less than twelve (12) inches deep on ACCESSORY 

BUILDINGs, and steps.   
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Figure 2-8 Yards 

 

FRONT YARD. A YARD extending across the full width of a LOT between the 
FRONT LOT LINE and nearest point of any BUILDING . (See Figure 2-8.)  

REAR YARD. A YARD extending across the full width of the LOT between the 
REAR LOT LINE and nearest point of any BUILDING . (See Figure 2-8.)  

REQUIRED YARD.  The minimum YARD depth as required in this Ordinance as 
contrasted to the actual YARD resulting from a specific location of a 
BUILDING .  For example, a BUILDING  may be required to be located a 
minimum of ten (10) feet from the FRONT LOT LINE but the BUILDING  may 
actually be placed fifteen (15) feet from the FRONT LOT LINE.  In this case 
the REQUIRED FRONT YARD is ten (10) feet; while the actual FRONT YARD 

Rear Yard 

Side Yard 

Principal 
Building 

Front Yard 

Side Yard 

Accessory 
Building 
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is fifteen (15) feet.  Certain restrictions may apply to REQUIRED YARDS 
that do not apply to the actual YARD.   

SIDE YARD. A YARD extending from the FRONT YARD to the REAR YARD along 
each side of a LOT. (See Figure 2-8.)  

 

3�
ZONING DISTRICT.  Specifically delineated area within the City as shown on the ZONING MAP 

where certain regulations and requirements govern the use, placement, spacing, and size of land 
and BUILDINGS.   

 

ZONING MAP. A map of the City delineating each ZONING DISTRICTs that is a part of this 
Ordinance incorporated by reference in Article 3, Section 3.3, which may be amended in 
accordance with Article 13. Due to its size the ZONING MAP is incapable of being included within 
this volume.  The ZONING MAP may be obtained from the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development.  
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ARTICLE 3 DISTRICTS 

���������
�� �
������

The purpose of this Article is to describe the array of ZONING DISTRICTs throughout the city and 
the desired form and character for each one. This section also includes standards for interpreting 
boundaries between districts. The purpose of this Article is to: 

·  Identify and establish districts in groupings: residential, business and mixed use, 
industrial, special districts, and overlay districts such as Floodplain and Neighborhood 
Commercial. 

·  Describe purposes and character of each district or overlay. 

·  Link the zoning Ordinance text to the ZONING MAP and provide map interpretation 
criteria. 

���������
	� ����/����0�����*�����������

Table 3-1 lists the ZONING DISTRICTs for the City: 

 

Table 3-1 List of Zoning Districts 
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Table 3-1 List of Zoning Districts 
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The ZONING DISTRICTs are established to accommodate specific uses and densities as listed in 
Table 3-2.  This table is for descriptive purposes and is not regulatory in nature.   
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Table 3-2 Purpose of Zoning Districts 
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Table 3-2 Purpose of Zoning Districts 
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Table 3-2 Purpose of Zoning Districts 
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Table 3-2 Purpose of Zoning Districts 
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The location and boundaries of each of these districts are hereby established as shown on a map 
entitled “ZONING MAP” which accompanies and is hereby declared to be a part of this Ordinance. 
The official ZONING MAP is on file in the office of the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development where it may be viewed during normal working hours.  The ZONING MAP, with all 
subsequent amendments thereto, supersedes all prior ZONING MAPs of the City.  See Article 13 
for procedures and criteria for amending the ZONING MAP.   

���������
&� ����������������*����������/�
��������

Where any uncertainty exists as to the boundary of any district, as shown on the ZONING MAP the 
following rules shall apply: 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance October  2011 

 

Section 3.4 Interpretation of District Boundaries  Page 66 

�����+  Where boundary lines are indicated as following STREET, alleys, waterways or 
railroads, they shall be construed as following the center lines thereof. 

����
+  Where boundary lines are indicated as approximately following LOT LINEs and 
the extension of LOT LINEs, such LOT LINEs and extensions of LOT LINEs shall be 
construed to be such boundaries. 

�����+  Where a boundary line divides a LOT or crosses un-subdivided property, the 
location of such boundary shall be measured on said map. 

�����+  Where further uncertainty exists, the Planning Board, upon written application, 
shall by resolution determine the field location of a disputed boundary, giving due 
consideration, among other things, to the apparent indicated location thereof, the 
scale of said map, official records, and the expressed purposes of the zoning 
Ordinance. 
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ARTICLE 4 USE REGULATIONS 

 

��������&
�� �
�������

The purpose of Article 4 is to establish regulations, standards, and review procedures for 
different uses of land in each of the ZONING DISTRICTS established by Article 3.  

��������&
	� �����������8��������

��������&
	
	�� �11)��%5�)��7��(�
 ����#4)%���� �

Except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance or by superseding state or federal law, 
BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES, or land shall be used only for the purposes permitted in the specified 
districts as provided in this article.  

��������&
	
��� �����+��%������(�
 ���

The BUILDING COMMISSIONER, with guidance from this ordinance, shall determine whether any 
specific USE falls within a USE category listed in Table 4-4, Use Table, and if so, which category 
of USE. The determination of the Commissioner may be appealed to the Board of Appeals as 
provided in Section 11.2.  When different USES occur together on a LOT and/or in the same 
BUILDING , (for example retail and office and/or residential) the USE which triggers the highest 
level of review shall determine the level of TIERED REVIEW for the entire application.   

��������&
	
��� 
 � ������� ��$�

Any use not listed in Table 4-4, Use Table, shall be construed to be prohibited, except that the 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER may allow a use not listed in the Use Table if it is determined that the 
use is substantially similar in character and impact to another use listed as permitted in the 
zoning district.  

��������&
�� ���������8��9���8����

��������&
�
	�� �����$���������7 ��+�

This Ordinance designates some USES as permitted AS OF RIGHT in specified districts, requiring 
only a BUILDING PERMIT or USE PERMIT as described in Article 11 and Article 12. Such USES are 
designated by a “Y” in Table 4-4, Use Table.  USES not allowed are shown with an “N” in Table 
4-4.  For all other USES in Table 4-4, this Ordinance establishes a TIERED REVIEW based on the 
scale and potential impact of the particular USE. These tiers are outlined in Table 4-1 and 
illustrated in Diagram 4-1.  
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If Table 4-4 specifies that a certain USE is subject to a specific tier of review (1, 2, 3 or 4), then 
that review level applies regardless of the size or impact of the USE.   
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�

� -����*�
������������	�����-�7���

In order to provide review procedures that match the scale of development, Table 4-4 designates 
many USE categories with a “T” designation.  In that case, such USE is subject to SITE PLAN  
and/or Special Permit approval and the applicable TIERED REVIEW shall be based on the 
thresholds found in Table 4-2.  These thresholds include common impact measurements such as 
number of DWELLINGS, FLOOR AREA, and BUILDING HEIGHT.  It is the threshold that triggers the 
highest TIERED REVIEW that is the determining factor.  In the case of a MIXED-USE BUILDING , or 
a USE where the threshold in Table 4-2 is not clear, then the TIERED REVIEW level shall be 
determined by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER, with guidance from this ordinance.  

��
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�� .�"2���-2���2���������(��������8;��
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������

Where an application for a proposed USE designated as “T” in table 4-4 involves the REUSE or 
expansion of an existing STRUCTURE in which at least three existing exterior walls will remain in 
place, the applicable tier shall be based on the thresholds in Table 4-2, Thresholds for TIERED 

REVIEW under the section Reuse of Existing Structures. The applicable TIERED REVIEW shall be 
based on the parameter in Table 4-2 (number of DWELLING UNITs, FLOOR AREA or HEIGHT) that 
triggers the highest level of TIERED REVIEW. The proposed size of the STRUCTUREs as modified 
(not in their existing condition) shall be used in determining which thresholds apply.  In the case 
of a MIXED-USE BUILDING , or a USE where the threshold in Table 4-2 is not clear, then the level 
of TIERED REVIEW level shall be determined by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER.  

��
�
�� 8;��	���	����������	��92�	"������-�	�	�&��	� �����

A.  A change of tenancy in an existing building in which the existing use is 
continued and no exterior site alterations are made, shall not require any 
approvals under this ordinance.  

B.  A new use occurring within an existing building shall not require any 
approvals under this ordinance, provided that the new use is not listed on 
Table 4-4 as requiring a Tier 3 or Tier 4 special permit, that the building is 
not enlarged, and that no exterior site alterations are made.  

C.  As used in this section 4.2.24, the term “exterior site alterations” means 
any development occurring outside of an existing structure, excluding 
changes in the content of existing signage, the repair, replacement, 
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upgrading, and maintenance of existing site facilities (such as landscaping, 
lighting, curb cuts, and parking, and changes to facades and storefronts.   

D. Where an expansion of a building, or the construction of one (1) or more 
new buildings is proposed on the site of an existing building which is to be 
retained, such expansion or construction shall be reviewed according to 
the number of dwelling units or floor area as shown on Table 4-2.  In 
applying Table 4-2, only the dwelling units and floor area being added to 
the site shall be counted in determining the applicable tier of review.  If 
the building, lot or use is nonconforming, the provisions of Article 10 
“Nonconforming Uses, Structures, and Lots” shall apply to any expansion 
or construction.   

E. The reuse of an existing building shall be reviewed as provided in Tables 
4-2 and 4-4.  A change of use within an existing building shall be 
reviewed as provided in B above.   

 

Diagram 4-1 Types of Tiered Review 
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Table 4-1 Description of Tiered Review 
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Table 4-2 Tiered Review Thresholds 
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The TIERED REVIEW process above does not apply to Special Permits for dimensional variations, 
as provided in Section 12.6, or to findings allowing expansion of certain NONCONFORMING USES 
or STRUCTURES, as provided in Section 10.1.50. 
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Section 12.7 establishes Site Plan Review procedures for religious, educational and certain child 
care uses that are exempt from USE regulation and subject to a limited form of Site Plan Review 
under state law. The procedures in Section 12.7 supersede any other review provisions in this 
Ordinance. 
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In Table 4-4, the following key shall apply: 

Table 4-3 Key for Use Table 
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Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary in Table 4-4 or Section 10.3, where a site and/or 
building is being rehabilitated, renovated, or rebuilt, and its use, site layout, and appearance will 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance October  2011 

 

Section 4.3 Use Regulations Page 76 

remain substantially similar to the previous use (including the appearance of the site and 
building), only a Tier 1 review will be required, unless the use is permitted as-of-right with no 
site plan or special permit requirement.   

�
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Table 4-4 Use Table 
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A. Agriculture.  Agriculture on parcels less than five (5) acres.  Production of 
fruits, vegetables and/or ornamental flowers is permitted by right on 
parcels less than five (5) acres in all ZONING DISTRICTs with the following 
standards:  

1. Production does not include production or keeping of any animals 
and the raising of livestock is prohibited; 

2. The sale of products grown on-site to others is allowed provided 
that such sales are accessory to the principal USE of the property.  

3. Construction of a greenhouse or other agricultural structure larger 
than 250 square feet requires a Tier 1 review.   

B. DOMESTIC ANIMALS .  The keeping of DOMESTIC ANIMALS as defined in 
Article 2 as household pets is permitted. 

C. Horses.  The keeping or raising of horses for personal use is permitted 
provided that the tract of land on which this occurs is three (3) acres or 
larger in size and that any BUILDING  used for the keeping or raising of 
horses is located not less than fifty (50) feet from any street or property 
line.  The raising of horses on parcels of five (5) acres or more is deemed 
to be an AGRICULTURAL USE.   
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The accommodation of a maximum of up to three (3) lodgers or boarders including the 
furnishing of board for such lodgers or boarders, is permitted in residential districts provided that 
(a) the USE is accessory to a SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING in which the owner of the DWELLING is 
the primary occupant; and (b) the USE is located in the DWELLING and not in an ACCESSORY 

BUILDING .  
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In order to maintain an active pedestrian STREET environment, enhance the character of 
commercial districts, and maintain continuity of commercial activity without interruption by 
residential façades, the portion of all MIXED-USE BUILDINGS along STREET FRONTAGEs shall be 
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used only for non-residential purposes, except for entrances to the residential units. The 
following additional requirements shall apply.  

A. All D WELLING UNITs in MIXED-USE BUILDINGS shall be located as 
follows: 

1.  DWELLING UNITS located above the STREET level may be placed 
anywhere within a MIXED-USE BUILDING in accordance with the 
density established in tables 5-5 and 5-6. . 

2.   DWELLING UNITS that are located at STREET level must be located 
within the interior of the BUILDING  at least thirty (30) feet behind 
the front BUILDING  wall. 

B.   OFF-STREET PARKING for such DWELLING UNITS, if required, shall be 
located behind, within, or beneath the BUILDING .  If such locations are 
impractical, such parking may be located on adjoining property, subject to 
shared parking agreements, or to the side of the BUILDING  at least eighteen 
(18) feet behind the front BUILDING  LINE.  

 C.   Non-residential USES shall be limited to those otherwise permitted in the 
ZONING DISTRICT and may be located anywhere in the BUILDING .   
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The following parking uses are allowed as ACCESSORY USEs in a residential districts subject to 
the provisions herein: 

A. Parking in a RESIDENTIAL GARAGE- of not more than two (2) MOTOR 

VEHICLEs owned by non-residents if stored in the same BUILDING  as 
vehicles owned by residents. 

B. The ground FLOOR AREA of a RESIDENTIAL GARAGE shall not exceed 10% 
of the size of the LOT on which the garage is situated or 1,000 square feet, 
whichever is less. 

C. Said detached garage shall have a maximum height of twenty (20) feet but 
in no case shall said garage exceed the height of the PRINCIPAL BUILDING  

D. Said garage shall in no case be used for the repair or service of vehicles 
for profit nor for the repair or service of vehicles other than those owned 
by or registered to the owner or tenant of the premises on which said 
garage is erected. 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance January 2011 

 

Section 4.4 Supplemental Regulations For Residential Uses Page 96 

E. No private parking area or RESIDENTIAL GARAGE shall be used to store or 
park more than one (1) commercial vehicle.  

F. No commercial vehicle exceeding a gross vehicle weight of 10,000 lbs. 
shall be parked or stored in a Residential DISTRICT. 
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A SWIMMING POOL shall not be nearer than eight (8) feet to any LOT LINE or eight (8) feet to any 
DWELLING or located between the front of the BUILDING  and the STREET LINE.  
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MEMBRANE-COVERED FRAME STRUCTUREs are not permitted in any ZONING DISTRICT when the 
PRIMARY USE of the STRUCTURE is for residence, storage, workshop, or garage.  
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A temporary use permit for up to sixty (60) days may be issued by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER 

for special events including, fairs, bazaars, weddings, promotions, and/or emergencies in any 
zone in the City. 
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The storage of a MOBILE HOME, TRAVEL TRAILER, RECREATIONAL VEHICLE or boat exceeding 
twenty (20) feet in length shall not be permitted in any residential ZONING DISTRICT. No MOBILE 

HOME, TRAVEL TRAILER, RECREATIONAL VEHICLE or boat of any size shall be stored within the 
FRONT YARD in any residential ZONING DISTRICT. 
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The intent of this section is to regulate the siting of BED AND BREAKFASTS, to provide for the 
proper design and operation of such facilities, and to protect the neighborhood from any adverse 
impacts from such facilities.  
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All facilities subject to this section are subject to applicable local and state health regulations. 
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Guest rooms are offered for rent on a daily basis for a period not to exceed fourteen (14) days in 
duration. In no case shall a guest or patron use this location as a mailing address or other 
identifier.  
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A. A BED AND BREAKFAST must have a minimum interior area based on the 
number of guest rooms, as follows: 
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B. No basement or unfinished attic space shall be included in the 
computation of minimum interior area.  

C. In no case shall any room but a bedroom be rented as a guest room.  
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One (1) externally lit, one (1) square foot, double faced SIGN is permitted. If said SIGN is a 
GROUND SIGN, it shall not exceed a height of five (5) feet. There shall be no temporary banners, 
streamers or other SIGNS.  
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A Special Permit may be granted so that it applies only to the permittee and may not be assumed 
by any other owner-operator.  
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The terms ACCESSORY USE and ACCESSORY BUILDING  as applied to HOSPITALS shall include but 
not be limited to attached MEDICAL OFFICE BUILDINGs, laboratories, biotechnology research 
facilities, and all BUILDINGs, STRUCTUREs, facilities and USEs associated with, related to or 
supportive of the services provided by such HOSPITALS, whether or not such ACCESSORY USEs or 
BUILDINGs are themselves required to be licensed as HOSPITALs by the Commonwealth. 
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The following provisions apply to HOSPITALS and their ACCESSORY USES and ACCESSORY 

BUILDINGS in Residential districts:  See also 5.2.22. 

A. RESTAURANTS, cafeterias and other accessory retail uses shall not be 
located in a free-standing BUILDING . 

B. A helicopter landing and takeoff area for use by a hospital is allowed with 
a Special Permit Review by City Council (Tier 4 Review).   
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The Special Permit Granting Authority may establish different dimensional (frontage, height, 
front, side and rear yards), building coverage, landscaping, and parking requirements for 
Hospitals and their Accessory Uses and Buildings when such changes are supported by the 
findings required in Section 12.5.61. 
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The following uses are subject to certain protections under State law.  They are also regulated 
under Section 4.6.   
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CHILD CARE CENTERS and SCHOOL AGE CHILD CARE PROGRAMs shall be allowed in all ZONING 

DISTRICTs provided that:  

A. The USE shall be conducted in accordance with M.G.L. c. 28A and 
licensed by the Massachusetts Office for Children or successor agency. 

B. In addition to the applicable standards in Section 4.6, the following 
regulations shall apply for CHILD CARE CENTERS and SCHOOL AGE CHILD 

PROGRAMS: 

1. Minimum Lot Area:  20,000 square feet, plus 1,000 square feet per 
child of licensed capacity in excess of 20 children  

2. If an outdoor play area is provided on site, the REAR YARD shall be 
completely enclosed with a six foot (6’) high solid FENCE, 
notwithstanding the provisions of Article 5 (Sight Triangle). 
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FAMILY CHILD CARE HOMES --up to six (6) children --and LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE  HOMES – 
up to ten (10) children --shall be allowed as shown in Table 4-4 provided that:   
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A. The USE shall be an ACCESSORY USE to an existing private residence. 

B. One (1) parking space shall be provided for every staff person who does 
not reside at the residence. 

C. The USE shall be conducted in accordance with M.G.L. Chapter .28A and 
licensed by the Massachusetts Office for Children or successor agency.  

D. A LARGE FAMILY CHILD CARE HOME shall have at least one (1) approved 
assistant when the total number of children participating in such child care 
exceeds six (6). 
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HOME BASED ADULT DAY CARE shall be allowed as shown in Table 4-4 provided that:  

A. The USE shall be an ACCESSORY USE to an existing residential use. 

B. The principal care giver shall be a resident of the property. 

C. There shall be no more than one (1) non-resident employee. 

D. There shall be no more than two (2) adults provided day care at any one 
time, including those who permanently reside on the property.  

��������&
&
A�� ������ �����(����))��#�
��������41)� 6>04)��(%+�)7�

Where not otherwise permitted by this Ordinance, the Planning Board may authorize by Special 
Permit (Tier 3) for the conversion of a SINGLE-FAMILY  DWELLING to a TWO-FAMILY DWELLING 
or MULTI -FAMILY  DWELLING, subject to the following conditions: 

����'�  Each DWELLING UNIT shall be provided with a separate access not passing 
through the living area of any other DWELLING UNIT. 

����'
  No structural alteration or extension of the BUILDING  exterior shall be made 
except as may be necessary for reasons of safety. 

����'�  The Planning Board may prescribe such further conditions with respect to the 
conversion and USE of BUILDINGs or property as it seems appropriate. 
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A replacement DWELLING that may be occupied on the LOT of a pre-existing DWELLING that has 
been destroyed.  A one (1) year time extension past the original timeframe may be given in cases 
of hardship through a Tier 1 process.     
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A DRIVEWAY  cannot be utilized to reach a permitted USE in one ZONING DISTRICT if to reach this 
USE the DRIVEWAY  must cross a residential DISTRICT in which the USE is not permitted. 
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A CONDOMINIUM created in accordance with and subject to the provisions of General Laws, 
Chapter 183A, as the same may be amended from time to time, is permitted under this 
Ordinance, and shall comply with USE, AREA, HEIGHT, OFF-STREET PARKING and other 
regulations of this Ordinance for the District in which said CONDOMINIUM is located unless 
exempted therefrom in accordance with the nonconformity provisions of Article 10.  Where a 
condominium DEVELOPMENT creates separate BUILDING  sites for SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS or 
TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS, such BUILDING  sites shall comply with the City’s Subdivision 
Regulations in the same manner as if the land were being subdivided.   
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Residence C-1 districts are intended to encourage quality site planning and pleasant, open, safe, 
healthy and presentable residential projects of moderate height, and attractive landscaping, for a 
variety of housing types as shown on the Use Table, including but not limited to multi-family 
garden apartments.  The standards in this Section 4.4.120 apply to apartment buildings in 
Residence C-1 districts.  
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A. No portion of any BUILDING  shall be closer than fifty (50) feet from any lot 
line or twenty (20) feet from any street or driveway shown on a plan 
approved by the Planning Board. 

B. No portion of any BUILDING  shall be closer than forty (40) feet from any 
exterior front LOT LINE or front property line of an interior through-street. 

C. Generally no rear wall of any BUILDING  shall be more than three hundred 
fifty (350) feet from any street or DRIVEWAY  shown on a plan approved by 
the Planning Board. 
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When a building is one hundred (100) feet or less from any lot line, natural screening consisting 
of coniferous trees of a height no less than seven (7) feet shall be used where no comparable 
screening exists originally. 
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A. All OFF-STREET PARKING areas shall be no closer than forty (40) feet from 
any external STREET. 

B. In the case of a DRIVE providing access to more than one hundred (100) 
parking spaces, all parking spaces shall be physically separated from the 
DRIVE by a curb, planting strip or other suitable barrier vehicle access or 
egress. 

C. In no case shall perpendicular or bay parking be permitted on the main 
internal streets built to City standards. 

�����
�� $��	��������

There shall be at least one (1) area of open space large enough and centrally located so as to 
constitute a usable recreational area for the inhabitants of the complex.  This main recreation area 
shall have at least twenty thousand (20,000) square feet for each fifty (50) units in the 
development. 
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The purpose of this Section is to establish the City’s land use policy in regard to individual 
MOBILE HOMEs, MOBILE HOME PARKS, and travel trailers. This includes the setting of design 
standards to accommodate the unique characteristics of MOBILE HOMEs and MOBILE HOME 

PARKS. 

������
� -��%���-��������

No TRAVEL TRAILER (as defined in Article 2) shall be used or occupied for DWELLING or sleeping 
purposes in the City. 
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No MOBILE HOME (as defined in Article 2) shall be used or occupied for DWELLING or sleeping 
purposes, except in accordance with the following provision: 

A. Individual MOBILE HOME.  A MOBILE HOME shall be permitted outside of 
a MOBILE HOME PARK only if it is a single MOBILE HOME DWELLING UNIT 
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is located on a LOT in SINGLE AND SEPARATE OWNERSHIP, and when 
authorized by a City Council Special Permit but only in cases where 
personal hardship can be demonstrated, and subject also to the Tier 4 
Special Permit criteria in Section 12.5. 
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All M OBILE HOME parks shall conform to the following regulations: 

A. MOBILE HOME PARKS – shall conform to all state regulations, and all other 
applicable rules and regulations pertaining to MOBILE HOME parks. 

B. Subdivision Regulations – All MOBILE HOME parks shall be developed in 
conformance with the applicable rules and regulations of the Springfield 
Subdivision Regulations. This shall include the construction of all internal 
STREETs in accordance with City standards, even though the individual 
MOBILE HOME lots are to remain under single ownership. 

C. Area and YARD Regulations. 

1. LOT AREA – a minimum of five thousand (5,000) square feet of 
LOT AREA shall be provided for each MOBILE HOME space. Each 
lot shall have a width of at least forty-five (45) feet. 

2. YARDS – a FRONT YARD of not less than ten (10) feet shall be 
provided.  One (1) REAR YARD and two (2) SIDE YARDS shall be 
provided, each of which shall be not less than five (5) feet, but in 
no case shall there be less than twenty (20) feet between any two 
MOBILE HOMEs. This subsection shall apply to both PRINCIPAL and 
ACCESSORY STRUCTUREs.  
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The purpose of this Section is to encourage those who are engaged in small businesses that could 
not be sustained if they had to lease commercial quarters, or which by the nature of the venture, 
are appropriate in scale and impact to be operated within a residence.  HOME BASED BUSINESSES 
that do not change the nature of a residential area are encouraged because they typically generate 
fewer vehicle trips than conventional businesses and help make neighborhoods safer by 
activating STREETs on weekdays.  HOME BASED BUSINESSES are allowed to be undertaken by 
owners and/or renters, who permanently reside at the residence, and can occur in any type of 
residential STRUCTURE, although the review process differs by DWELLING type.  
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Subsections 4.4.50 and 4.4.70 above describe the standards for the specific HOME BASED 

BUSINESSes BED AND BREAKFAST lodging, FAMILY CHILD CARE and ADULT DAY CARE.  Those 
Sections supersede the provisions in this Section 4.5. 

Two (2) levels of HOME BASED BUSINESSes are allowed:  

·  Type I Home Based Businesses are those that meet the standards in Section 4.5.20 
below, and are allowed by right.  

·  Type 2 Home Based Businesses are those that exceed one (1) or more of the thresholds 
in Section 4.5.31 and are operated in compliance with Sections 4.5.20 and 4.5.30.  Type 2 
HOME BASED BUSINESSes are allowed through a Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan Review 
for SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS and Tier 2 Planning Board Site Plan Review for all other 
DWELLING types. The submission requirements are given in Section 4.5.30 and Section 
12.2.   
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A. The HOME BASED BUSINESS shall be restricted to lawfully-built enclosed 
STRUCTUREs and be conducted in such a manner as not to give an outward 
appearance of a business. 

B. The HOME BASED BUSINESS shall not result in any structural alterations or 
additions to a STRUCTURE that will change its primary USE or BUILDING 

CODE occupancy classification. 

C. The HOME BASED BUSINESS shall not violate any conditions of 
development approval (i.e., prior development permit approval). 

D. No products and or equipment produced or used by the HOME BASED 

BUSINESS may be displayed to be visible from any public way or adjacent 
property.  
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A. Outside storage, visible from any public way or adjacent properties which 
exceed what is customary for a SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING in the vicinity, 
is prohibited. 

B. On-site storage of HAZARDOUS MATERIALS (including toxic, explosive, 
noxious, combustible or flammable) in a quantity beyond those normally 
incidental to residential USE is prohibited. 
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C. STORAGE of inventory or products and all other equipment, fixtures, and 
activities associated with the HOME BASED BUSINESS shall be allowed in 
any STRUCTURE. 
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A. The operation of the HOME BASED BUSINESS shall be restricted to enclosed 
STRUCTURES that are in compliance with applicable BUILDING CODES and 
that are not in violation of this Ordinance.  This shall not prevent HOME 

BASED BUSINESSES from operating in NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES or 
on NONCONFORMING LOTS as defined in this Ordinance.  

B. If a business license is required, the owner shall have a current business 
license.  

C. The owner shall comply with all other requirements of federal, state, or 
local law.  
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A. Commercially-licensed vehicles associated with the HOME BASED 

BUSINESS use are allowed at the HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE.  All 
commercial vehicles parked at the site shall be of a size that would not 
overhang into the public right-of-way when parked in the DRIVEWAY  or 
other location on the HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE. 

B. Deliveries to a HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE from a truck or trailer 
exceeding forty (40) feet in box length are limited to once per month. 
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Clients or customers are permitted to visit a HOME BASED BUSINESS only between the hours of 
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 
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A. Type 1 HOME BASED BUSINESSES allowed by right shall not exceed any of 
the following thresholds: 
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1. Other than family members residing within the DWELLING located 
on the HOME BASED BUSINESS site, there shall be no employee at 
the HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE.   

2.  Signs shall be limited to one (1) square foot of display area on all 
sides within Residential DISTRICTS.   

3. No commercial vehicle shall be parked for longer than seventy-two 
(72) hours at the DWELLING. 

4. There shall be no more than three (3) commercial vehicle 
deliveries to or from the HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE daily. 

5. There shall be no more than two (2) client or customer vehicles at 
any one time and no more than eight (8) throughout the day at the 
HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE. 
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A. Any HOME BASED BUSINESS that exceeds one (1) or more of the 
thresholds in Subsection 4.5.31 shall be a Type 2 HOME BASED BUSINESS 
and shall require Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan Review as provided 
below. In addition to the standards in Section 4.5.20, the following 
standards shall apply to Type 2 HOME BASED BUSINESSES: 

1. Other than family members residing within the DWELLING located 
on the HOME BASED BUSINESS site, there shall be not more than 
two (2) full time equivalent employees at the HOME BASED 

BUSINESS site at any given time.   

a) Additional individuals may be employed by or 
associated with the HOME BASED BUSINESS, so long as 
they do not report to work and/or pick up/deliver at the 
HOME BASED BUSINESS site. 

b) The HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE shall not be used as a 
headquarters for the assembly of employees for 
instruction or other purposes, including dispatch of 
employees to other locations, unless the assembly does 
not change the residential character of the STREET 
either due to limited vehicular traffic or to assembly in 
a screened area. 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance January 2011 

 

Section 4.5 Home Based Business Page 106 

2. SIGNS shall comply with all applicable SIGN regulations found in 
Article 9 and shall not exceed four (4) square feet of display area 
on all sides within Residential DISTRICTS.   

3. One (1) commercial vehicle up to 10,000 pounds GROSS VEHICLE 

WEIGHT RATING is permitted to be parked longer than seventy-two 
(72) hours at the residence. 

4. There shall be no more than five (5) commercial vehicle deliveries 
to or from the HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE daily.  

5. There shall be no more than three (3) client or customer vehicles at 
any one time and no more than twelve (12) throughout the day at 
the HOME BASED BUSINESS SITE. 

B. Type 2 HOME BASED BUSINESS Site Plan Review.   Applications for Type 
2 HOME BASED BUSINESSes shall be processed using a Tier 1 
Administrative Site Plan Review procedure in accordance with Section 
12.2. In addition to the application requirements contained in Section 
12.2.10 the applicant shall provide: 

C. A written narrative or letter that: 

1. Describes the proposed HOME BASED BUSINESS;  

2. Includes a photograph of the site; and  

3. Demonstrates compliance with the applicable standards in Section 
4.5.32. 

D. A site plan, not necessarily to scale, of the LOT proposed for the HOME 

BASED BUSINESS, including: 

1. The LOT LINES and their dimensions; 

2. Outlines of the foundations of all BUILDINGS proposed for HOME 

BASED BUSINESS use with dimensions for each wall, and the 
distances from each wall to the nearest LOT LINE; 

3. Boundaries and dimensions of DRIVEWAYS and parking areas, 
indicating areas for use by HOME BASED BUSINESS employees and 
customers; 
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4. Outlines of the foundations of abutting DWELLINGS, and the 
distances from the shared LOT LINE to the nearest wall of each 
neighboring DWELLING; and 

5. Identification of the BUILDINGS and areas of those BUILDINGS in 
which HOME BASED BUSINESS activities will take place, and where 
activities will take place in each BUILDING  or area. 
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������  Any activity that produces radio, TV, or other electronic interference; noise, glare, 
vibration, smoke, or odor beyond allowable levels as determined by local, state or 
federal standards, or that can be detected beyond the LOT LINE; is prohibited.  
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  The following uses and uses with similar objectionable impacts because of 
MOTOR VEHICLE traffic, noise, glare, odor, dust, smoke or vibration, are 
prohibited: 

A. MOTOR VEHICLE DISPATCH such as ambulance service; 

B. VETERINARY CLINIC  or KENNELs; 

C. MOTOR VEHICLE SALES, RENTALS, SERVICES, REPAIR, PAINTING OR BODY 

WORK, or TEMPORARY STORAGE; and 

D. Repair, installation of auto stereos, reconditioning or storage of motorized 
vehicles, boats, recreational vehicles, airplanes, lawnmowers or other 
engine repair, or repair of large appliances or equipment at the HOME 

BASED BUSINESS SITE. 
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The BUILDING COMMISSIONER or designee may visit periodically and inspect the HOME BASED 

BUSINESS SITE in accordance with this Section to ensure compliance with all applicable 
regulations, during normal business hours, and with reasonable notice. 
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RELIGIOUS USES, EXEMPT EDUCATIONAL USES, CHILD CARE CENTERS, and SCHOOL AGE CHILD 

CARE PROGRAMS, as those USES are defined in this Ordinance, are partially protected from local 
zoning regulation by M.G.L. Ch. 40A, Section 3, and shall be allowed in all districts.   
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USES regulated under this section shall be subject to either Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan 
Review or Tier 2 Site Plan Review by the Planning Board with modified review standards in 
accordance with Section 12.7.  Table 4-2 gives the size thresholds for Tier 1 or Tier 2 reviews.   
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The uses protected by Section 4.6 shall comply with the dimensional regulations of Articles 4 
and 5 unless the Site Plan Review approval authority determines that a particular dimensional 
regulation is unreasonable as applied to the USE or a Campus Master Plan has been approved 
under Section 6.1 of this Ordinance.  If the Site Plan Review approval authority determines that a 
dimensional regulation is unreasonable, it shall modify such dimensional regulation in 
accordance with M.G.L Chapter 40A, Section 3.   
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To qualify for the protections of this Section 4.6, applicants shall submit proof that they comply 
with the definitional requirements for the use.  In the case of exempt educational uses only, 
applicants must provide sufficient proof, in the form of catalogs, program descriptions, annual 
reports, articles of incorporation, bylaws, annual reports, tax exempt status, state license or other 
means that the organization provides educational services to students, residents, customers, or 
clients, and that the land on which the USE occurs is owned or leased by a religious sect or 
denomination, or a nonprofit educational corporation, or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or 
any of its agencies, subdivisions or bodies politic, including the City or any agency of the City. 
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Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent the strengthening or restoring to a safe condition any part 
of any BUILDING  or STRUCTURE declared unsafe by the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER 
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�  The expansion of existing CEMETERIES shall be allowed.  
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  New CEMETERIES shall be allowed as shown in the use table, provided that a new 
cemetery shall be no less than three (3) acres in size and shall require the prior 
written approval of the Springfield Public Health Department.   
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No public garage, MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR SHOP, greasing station, storage battery service 
station, nor gasoline filling station, or any of their appurtenances or ACCESSORY USES shall 
hereafter be erected or placed within twenty-five (25) feet of any residential DISTRICT, unless the 
space so used is entirely enclosed, on the sides facing the STREET and residence zone, within 
masonry or concrete walls and a roof without openings of any kind, except windows or sky-
lights having metal frames and fixed metal sash glazed with wire glass. No DRIVEWAY  or door to 
such premises shall be in any part within twenty-five (25) feet of any residential DISTRICT. 
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No such public GARAGE, automobile MOTOR VEHICLE REPAIR SHOP, greasing station, storage 
battery service station, nor gasoline filling station, nor any of their appurtenances or ACCESSORY 

USEs, shall have at the STREET LINE any entrance or exit for MOTOR VEHICLEs within a radius of 
one hundred (100) feet of any entrance or exit at the FRONT LOT LINE of any public or private 
school, public library, church, PLAYGROUND or for children under sixteen (16) years of age, if 
such entrances or exits are on the same STREET or on an intersecting STREET. 
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All JUNKYARD  materials and activities not within fully enclosed BUILDINGS shall be completely 
surrounded with a six (6) foot opaque FENCE with a suitable gate which shall be closed and 
locked except during the working hours of such JUNKYARDS. Any loading, unloading, 
dismantling, cutting or other processing of junk materials must be carried on within this 
enclosure. 
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All junk material shall be stored in such manner as to prevent it from being transported out of the 
JUNKYARD  by wind, water or other natural forces, and all junk material shall be stored so as to 
prevent the breeding or harboring of rats, insects, or other vermin. 
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No person shall dump garbage, rubbish, or other REFUSE in any place, or maintain as a dumping 
ground for garbage, rubbish, or other REFUSE any place, unless such place has been approved by 
the City Council and unless such place has been approved by the Commissioner of Public Health 
in accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. Section 150A of Chapter 111. This shall not apply 
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to those persons who wish to scientifically maintain compost for their own use in a manner that 
does not attract vermin or otherwise pose a threat to public health.  
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In any residential district, the deposit or storage on any LOT of wrecked or inoperable vehicles or 
parts thereof for one (1) month or more shall be prohibited. Garaged vehicles shall be exempt 
from this provision. 
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Unless otherwise provided in this section, there shall be no EXCAVATION  or removal from any 
premises in any district of earth, sand, gravel, clay, quarry stone, peat or mineral ore, except as 
surplus material resulting from a bona fide construction, landscape, or agricultural operation 
being executed on the premises. 
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No excavation or removal of top soil or loam shall be made in any district until a permit has been 
obtained from the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER.  There shall be not less than four (4) inches of top 
soil or loam left which shall be seeded with a suitable cover crop or put to cultivation, except 
that this provision shall not apply to any area covered by a BUILDING  or construction operation. 
At the completion of a construction operation, the area covered shall be topped as required by 
this section. 
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The BUILDING  COMMISSIONER may approve the excavation or removal of earth, sand, gravel, 
clay, quarry stone, peat or mineral ore as provided below:  
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A. The applicant shall submit, as deemed necessary by the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER , a plan prepared by a registered professional engineer or 
land surveyor showing the total area proposed for excavation or removal 
of the above material, the existing grade at two (2) foot contour intervals, 
and the proposed grade at two (2) foot intervals. The plan shall be 
approved by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER before a permit for excavation 
or removal is issued. 

B. The plan shall provide for proper drainage of the area covered by the 
permit both during and after completion of the excavation or removal. No 
removal shall take place below the established level of the nearest existing 
approved right-of-way, within twenty (20) feet of a property line, or fifty 
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(50) feet from a residence district, or thirty (30) feet from a STREET line. If 
the grade of the land where removal is to take place is higher than the 
abutting property, the material lying above the grade of the abutting 
property may be removed up to the property lines. 

C. Before the issuance of any permit under this section, the applicant shall 
file with the City Treasurer a Performance Guarantee, such as a Letter of 
Credit, cashier’s check or equivalent form of security, running to the City 
with sureties satisfactory to the BUILDING COMMISSIONER in such sum as 
the BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall determine, and be twice the estimated 
cost of conforming with the provisions of this Ordinance. 
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A. The method of EXCAVATION  or removal shall not affect existing 
STRUCTURES, existing or proposed STREETS, existing sewer and drainage 
facilities, and existing water courses. 

B. The emission of process dust, either from the area of operation or from the 
excavated materials themselves, shall be minimized by frequent watering 
or by such other means as the BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall direct. 

C. All work done in accordance with this section shall be carried out with full 
regard to promoting the health, safety, convenience and welfare of all 
persons and property. 

D. The applicant shall comply with all applicable provisions of Federal, State, 
and Municipal safety laws, health regulations and BUILDING  CODEs to 
prevent accidents or injury to persons on, about, or adjacent to the area 
where the excavation or removal is being performed. The applicant shall 
erect and properly maintain at all times, as required by the condition of the 
premises, or at the direction of the BUILDING COMMISSIONER, all necessary 
safeguards for the protection of the public and shall post danger signs 
warning against the hazards created in the carrying out of the activity. 

E. At the conclusion of the operation, or any substantial portion thereof, the 
whole area where removal takes place shall be covered with not less than 
four (4) inches of top soil and seeded with a suitable cover crop, except 
where ledge is exposed. The final grade shall not exceed the angle of 
repose of the material – or a slope designated by the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER. 
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F. No material may be removed in such a way as to leave a permanent hold 
or depressions within the areas of EXCAVATION  or removal below the 
average grade of adjoining land, STREET line, or approved right-of-way 
unless there is adequate fencing approved by the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER. 

G. Inspection of the site shall be made every sixty (60) days or as determined 
to be necessary by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER. The DEPARTMENT OF 

PUBLIC WORKS shall, at the request of the BUILDING COMMISSIONER, make 
any surveys necessary to assure compliance with this section. 

H. Each application for a permit by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER, shall be 
accompanied by the required fee. 

I. A permit shall bear the date of the day on which it is issued, and unless 
sooner revoked by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER, shall continue in force 
for two (2) years from such date. 

J. No EXCAVATION  or removal of earth, sand, gravel, clay, quarry stone, peat, 
or mineral ore for which a permit has been granted under this section shall 
be stopped for a period of more than one (1) year, unless the area 
excavated has been topped as required by paragraph E of this section, or 
the applicant shall forfeit his bond and the permit revoked. The BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER shall then proceed to top the area as required by paragraph 
E. 
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No USE which is noxious or offensive by reason of odor, dust, smoke, gas, vibration, illumination 
or noise, or which constitutes a public hazard whether by fire, explosion, or otherwise, shall be 
permitted in any district. In determining whether a USE is noxious, hazardous, or offensive, the 
following standard shall apply: 
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Air pollutants shall not exceed the limits prescribed by the regulations of the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection or any other applicable regulations. 
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The USE of and discharge of substances into lakes, streams or similar water bodies shall not 
violate the rules, regulations, or water quality standards adopted by the Massachusetts 
Department of Environmental Protection or any other applicable regulations. 
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All noise shall comply with the Noise Control City Ordinance, Chapter 7.2. 
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No vibration, other than that caused by MOTOR VEHICLEs, trains or aircraft being operated in a 
manner normally incidental to the PRINCIPAL USE on any LOT, shall be permitted which is 
discernible without instruments at any property line of the LOT of the USE concerned. 
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There shall be no emission of toxic or noxious matter or objectionable odors of any kind in such 
quantity as to be readily detectable at any property line of the LOT on which the USE emitting the 
toxic or noxious material or odor is located. For the purpose of this section, toxic or noxious 
matter is any solid, liquid, or gaseous matter including, but not limited to gases, vapors, dusts, 
fumes, and mists, containing properties which by chemical or other means are: 

A. Inherently harmful and likely to destroy life or impair health, or 

B. Capable of causing injury to the well-being of persons or damage to 
property. 
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A. Except for approved exterior lighting, operations producing heat or glare 
shall be conducted entirely within an enclosed BUILDING . Glare shall be 
shielded in such a way that it will not be visible from other LOTS or public 
ways. 

B. Exterior lighting, including but not necessarily limited to lighting of 
exterior walls of BUILDINGS from an external light source, lighting of 
parking areas, and lighting of walks and drives shall be done in such a 
manner as to direct light away from adjacent LOTS and public ways. 
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All materials, including wastes, and all grounds and BUILDINGs shall be kept in a manner which 
will not attract or aid the propagation of insects or rodents creating a health hazard. 
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No waste material or REFUSE shall be dumped upon, or permitted to remain upon, any part of the 
LOT outside of BUILDINGS constructed thereon. Waste material or REFUSE stored outside 
BUILDINGS shall be placed in completely enclosed and fenced containers. JUNKYARDS meeting 
the definition in Article 2 are exempt from this provision. 
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GENERAL SERVICE AND CONTRACTOR’S SHOPS are allowed in the Business B-1 District provided 
that the building is located more than one hundred (100) feet from a LOT LINE and is not visible 
from a public STREET or from an adjacent residential district.   
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The stability and vitality of Springfield’s large SHOPPING CENTERS is vitally important to the 
economic welfare of Springfield and the neighborhoods in which these SHOPPING CENTERS are 
located.  Since large anchor stores are a critical element in the success of a SHOPPING CENTER, it 
is necessary and appropriate to protect other users of the SHOPPING CENTER from potential harm 
that may be caused by changes to or the loss of an anchor store.  Changes in USE or division of 
anchor stores in these locations into smaller shops can have a negative or positive impact on the 
viability of these commercial areas if the result is a significant change in customer traffic to the 
area.  If the impact is a reduction in customer traffic, the result can be ABANDONED storefronts 
and blighted BUILDINGs.   In order to protect the stability and viability of these areas and to 
prevent urban blight, Special Permit review is required to ensure that any change of USE or 
division of space in these locations does not adversely affect neighboring uses, BUILDINGS or the 
public welfare.   

A. Special Permit Requirement for Change of USE or Division of Space.  
Within the Business D district only, the following provisions shall apply to 
certain changes of USE and any division of retail space occurring within a 
SHOPPING CENTER, where the change of USE or division of space occurs in 
a BUILDING  with a BUILDING FOOTPRINT of 50,000 square feet or more: 

1. Any change of USE involving the conversion of RETAIL SALES AND 

SERVICES or personal services businesses to a USE in any other 
category (unless such category is exempted from Special Permit 
review by state law), and any division of interior space into two or 
more smaller spaces, whether by subdivision of land, creation of 
separate leaseholds or licenses, division by CONDOMINIUM, or any 
other kind of spatial division that grants the right of different 
operators to use one existing interior space, shall require a Tier 3 
Special Permit Review by the City Council. 
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2. No BUILDING PERMIT shall be granted for the erection or 
demolition of interior walls of a STRUCTURE regulated by 
subsection (1) until such Special Permit approval is granted.  

3. In issuing its determination as to whether or not to grant Special 
Permit approval, the City Council shall consider the impact of such 
change of USE or division of space on the character, built 
environment, vehicular and pedestrian access, traffic patterns, 
physical appearance, and structural integrity of the SHOPPING 

CENTER as a whole.  The City Council shall grant approval only if 
it finds that such division will not have a negative impact on the 
SHOPPING CENTER as a whole.  The City Council shall take into 
consideration the mix of uses and the sizes of different uses.  

B. The City Council’s approval of a Special Permit under this section may 
include a requirement that existing pedestrian and vehicular access and 
connections between uses be maintained, or that comparable substitute 
access is provided.  Such pedestrian access may include the existing 
interior pedestrian connections between retail spaces within or between 
BUILDINGs.   

C. A Shopping Center which is held in single ownership shall be exempt 
from the provisions of this Section 4.7.90. 
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��#��+�� Heliports must be reviewed and approved by the Massachusetts Executive Office 
of Transportation and the FAA.   Applicant shall show evidence of coordination 
with state and federal agencies and regulations in the Special permit application.   
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  Applicant shall include information about safety measures that will be taken with 
the proposed Heliport for physical design as well as management and safety 
training.   
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ARTICLE 5 DIMENSIONAL AND INTENSITY REGULATIONS 

��������-
�� �
������

The purpose of this Article is to establish dimensional standards for all districts.  As Article 4 
deals with USES, this Article deals with the location and size of STRUCTURES.  In addition to 
structural dimensions, this Article also contains the minimum LOT standards, which are related to 
the residential density (number of units per acre) and the intensity at which DEVELOPMENT 
occurs.   

��������-
	� �����������8��������

��������-
	
	�� ��� �%�$����4��4�� <������%))7�

������  No division of land shall be made which results in the creation of any LOT having 
dimensions less than the minimum required by this Article for the BUILDING  or 
USE located thereon within the district in which the LOT is located.   

�����
  No BUILDING , STRUCTURE, DEVELOPMENT or other improvement shall be 
constructed which results in any dimension or ratio that is greater than the 
maximum or less than the minimum required by this Article for the district in 
which the LOT is located. 

��������-
	
��� �1���(�����+�� ���%)�%�$������ ��7�� �@4���+��� �

����
�� ��
������

When this Article specifies a minimum LOT AREA, no PRINCIPAL BUILDING  or USE shall be 
located on any LOT of lesser area, except as may be permitted by Section 10.2, NONCONFORMING 

LOTS.  

����

� ��
�0��	
�"��

When this Article specifies a minimum LOT FRONTAGE, no PRINCIPAL BUILDING  or USE shall be 
located on a LOT which fronts a lesser distance on a STREET, except as may be permitted by 
Article 10.  

����
�� ��
�<��
2��

When this Article specifies a minimum LOT WIDTH, no PRINCIPAL BUILDING  shall be located 
where the LOT WIDTH is less than the specified width at the point of the BUILDING  closest to the 
FRONT LOT LINE. 
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����
�� $��	�������

When this Article specifies a minimum percentage of OPEN SPACE, no BUILDING  or USE shall be 
located on any LOT in a manner that does not provide such OPEN SPACE. 

����
�� J�����

When this Article specifies a minimum YARD dimension, no BUILDING  or STRUCTURE shall be 
erected within the specified distance from the applicable LOT LINE, except as permitted 
hereinafter. 

����
�� 1�����	"�.��"2
�

When this Article specifies a maximum BUILDING HEIGHT no part of a BUILDING  shall exceed the 
specified number of stories, and no part of a BUILDING  shall exceed the maximum height in feet, 
except as permitted hereinafter. 

����
#� 1�����	"�9�%���"��

When this Article specifies a maximum BUILDING COVERAGE, the percentage of a LOT covered 
by all BUILDINGs and STRUCTUREs, including ACCESSORY STRUCTUREs, shall not exceed said 
maximum BUILDING COVERAGE, except as permitted hereinafter. 

��������-
	
��� �11)��%������(�04)��1)����@4���+��� �

When this Article specifies two (2) requirements for the same dimension (e.g., maximum 
BUILDING  HEIGHT stated both in feet and in stories, or minimum SIDE YARD stated both in feet 
and as a percentage of BUILDING  HEIGHT), the more restrictive shall apply unless explicitly 
stated otherwise. 
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For the dimensions of MIXED USE BUILDINGS with Dwelling Units located in non-residential 
ZONING DISTRICTS, see tables 5-5 and 5-6. 

 

Table 5-1 Dimensional and Intensity Regulations – Residential Districts 
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Table 5-1 Dimensional and Intensity Regulations – Residential Districts 
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Table 5-1 Dimensional and Intensity Regulations – Residential Districts 
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��������-
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��� 0%6�+4+�/4�)$��#������%#������� �$�� ��%)��� ����� �

��
�
�  The maximum BUILDING COVERAGE in residential districts shall be as follows: 

Table 5-2 Maximum Building Coverage – Residential 
Districts 
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In the Residential A-1, A and B ZONING DISTRICTS, the following requirements shall supersede 
the corresponding requirements specified elsewhere in this Article for any LOT where the 
BUILDING FOOTPRINT of the PRINCIPAL BUILDING  is greater than 2,000 square feet. HOSPITALS 
and their Accessory Uses and Buildings are exempt from this sub section.  See table 5-3. 

 

Table 5-3 Lot Frontage, Width and Yards for Large Buildings in 
Residential A-1, A and B Districts 
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Table 5-3 Lot Frontage, Width and Yards for Large Buildings in 
Residential A-1, A and B Districts 
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A. Notwithstanding any minimum REQUIRED FRONT YARD specified in this 
Article, the front wall of a BUILDING  in a residential district may be as 
close to the STREET as the front wall of the nearest BUILDING  facing the 
same side of the same STREET in the same block. See figure 5-1. 

B. Notwithstanding any maximum FRONT YARD requirement specified in this 
Article, the front wall of a BUILDING  in a residential district may be as far 
from the STREET as the actual setback of the nearest existing DWELLING 
facing the same side of the same STREET.  If there are no DWELLINGS on 
the same block, the nearest DWELLING on the same side of the STREET 
shall be used.    
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Figure 5-1 Front Yard Exception  

�
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��	���	
��J�����

A. Uncovered steps and ramps may extend into a required YARD.  

B. In the Residential districts, a roofless, ground story projection from a 
BUILDING , such as DECK, may extend into any required REAR YARD 
provided that it is no less than fifteen (15) feet from a REAR LOT LINE.  

��������-
�
-�� ���4��4�� ����!�5���$�/������������� 1%)�/4�)$��#�%�$��������

No BUILDING , pool or other STRUCTURE, except for necessary retaining walls and FENCEs 
permitted by Section 7.4.20, shall be located between the front wall of the PRINCIPAL BUILDING 

and the STREET. 

��������-
�
.�� ��@4���$��%�$ �%1��#�/�������������1 %)�/4�)$��#�%�$��������

When this Article specifies a minimum landscaped area between the front wall of the PRINCIPAL 
BUILDING and the STREET, such area shall comply with the following requirements: 

New Dwelling Unit may encroach into the 
Required Front Yard 

Required Front Yard 

New Dwelling Unit Existing nonconforming 
structure 
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��
���  The required landscaped area shall be improved with planted materials such as 
grass, trees, shrubs, and other live plant materials. 

��
��
  The required landscaped area shall be free of structural improvements and 
impervious surfaces except for the following: 

A. Necessary retaining walls; 

B. Projections into FRONT YARDs as allowed by Section 5.2.42. 

C. Two access sidewalks not exceeding four (4) feet in width each; or 

D. Fences, if permitted by Section 7.4.20. 

��
���  No parking shall be allowed in the required landscaped area. 

��������-
�
3�� ��#!�����%�#)��������������� ������ �$����%)��� ����� �

��
�#�  On CORNER LOTs in Residential districts, no BUILDING , FENCE or other 
STRUCTURE (other than necessary retaining walls) shall be constructed in the 
SIGHT TRIANGLE.   No vegetation shall be placed or maintained, between a height 
of two and one-half (2 ½) feet and a height of ten (10) feet above the STREET 
surface within the Sight Triangle as illustrated in Figure 5-2.   
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Figure 5-2 Sight Triangle  

 

 

��
�#
  Poles, posts, and guys for STREET lights and for other utility services, and tree 
trunks exclusive of leaves and branches, shall not be considered obstructions to 
vision within the SIGHT TRIANGLE within the meaning of this provision. 

��������-
�
A�� ������%������(����))��# ������������ ���� �

The front of a SINGLE-FAMILY  DWELLING or TWO-FAMILY DWELLING on an INTERIOR LOT shall 
face the STREET; a door to each DWELLING UNIT shall either (a) face the STREET or (b) open onto 
a PORCH that provides access from the STREET side of the BUILDING . 

= Sight Triangle Area 

Street 

S
treet 

Residential District 

25 feet 

Street Edge 

Front Lot line 
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Table 5-4 Dimensional and Intensity Regulations – Business Districts 
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Table 5-5 Maximum Residential Density – Business Districts  
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Table 5-6 Dimensional Requirements – Industrial Districts 
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Except in the Business C District, one (1) or more LOTs in common ownership containing a total 
of fifty (50) or more DWELLING UNITs in one (1) or more APARTMENT BUILDINGs shall provide 
twenty thousand (20,000) square feet of USABLE OPEN SPACE for the first fifty (50) DWELLING 

UNITs plus four hundred (400) square feet for each DWELLING UNIT in excess of fifty (50). This 
requirement may be modified or waived in the course of site plan review or special permit 
review.  
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The Planning Board may grant a Special Permit to allow a steeple, monument, TOWER or other 
STRUCTURE not intended for occupancy to be erected to a greater height than specified in this 
Article, except that TOWERs for WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES shall be subject to 
Section 6.2. This requirement of a special permit shall not apply to religious or educational Uses 
protected by the provisions of Section 4.6.  
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ARTICLE 6 SPECIAL USE REGULATIONS 

��������.
�� �
������

This Article includes a variety of regulations for specific types of development or uses.  Several 
Sections of this article provide detailed standards for specific uses as referenced in Table 4-4, 
Table of Use Regulations.   

��������.
	� ��0�
��0�������������8��9��
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	�� �4�1� ��%�$��������

������  The purpose of this section is to provide a means by which a major “campus” 
DEVELOPMENT may continue to function and grow in a sensitive and planned 
manner that preserves the integrity and long-term viability of the surrounding 
neighborhoods. The Campus Master Plan option is designed primarily for 
colleges, universities and similar educational facilities (whether or not these are 
exempt from USE regulation under State law) that include multiple BUILDINGs and 
uses in campus environments adjacent to neighborhoods. The option may also be 
used by other exempt entities such as hospitals and religious uses that have 
similar campus settings in residential districts. 

�����
  This Section provides an optional process for reviewing and approving a long-
range development plans that is intended to achieve the following benefits for the 
campus, the surrounding neighborhoods, and the City: 

A. Encourage communication and coordination between the institution and 
the City on matters of campus growth and neighborhood stability; 

B. Permit appropriate growth within defined campus boundaries; 

C. Accommodate development flexibility and logical campus design by 
allowing appropriate modifications of dimensional regulations and parking 
requirements; 

D. Minimize adverse impacts on surrounding neighborhoods by ensuring 
adequacy of public utilities, parking, transportation facilities, and 
transitional and buffer areas; 

E. Expedite the review and approval process for campus development that 
conforms to an approved long-range plan. 
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����
�  The regulations and requirements of the ZONING DISTRICT shall apply unless 
specifically modified by a Campus Master Plan approved in accordance with this 
section.  

����

  A Campus Master Plan may modify dimensional requirements and other 
development standards of the DISTRICT. 

����
�  A Campus Master Plan approval process shall replace otherwise applicable 
review provisions in Articles 4 and 12.  

��������.
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������  A Campus Master Plan shall be comprised of scaled drawings and accompanying 
reports which adequately describe the extent of the existing and proposed 
institution along with long-range growth objectives and an assignment of the 
institution’s related land uses. 

�����
  A Campus Master Plan and accompanying documentation shall be sufficient in 
detail to provide the public with a good understanding of the developed campus’ 
impact on the adjoining neighborhoods. 

������  A Campus Master Plan shall distinguish among the following types of generalized 
campus activities: 

A. Instructional areas, such as classrooms and labs; 

B. General administrative offices; 

C. Support services, such as major parking areas, food services and 
bookstores; 

D. Residential areas, including dormitories and other housing, 

E. Operational areas, such as maintenance BUILDINGs, power plants and 
garages;  

F. Athletic areas, including gymnasiums, intramural facilities, stadiums and 
tracks; and 

G. Auditoriums and other places of public assembly.   
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������  A Campus Master Plan shall include at a minimum the following components: 

A. Gross BUILDING  square footage of and approximate location of proposed 
DEVELOPMENT; 

B. Designation of OPEN SPACE; 

C. Transition in height and scale between development within the campus 
and development in the surrounding area; 

D. Maximum BUILDING  HEIGHT; 

E. Façade and entranceway requirements; 

F. Landscaping and site furnishing requirements; 

G. Drainage and stormwater management; 

H. Parking and circulation management; and 

I. Pedestrian and bicycle connections. 

������  A Campus Master Plan shall include a phasing plan to insure that institutional 
expansion occurs in a manner that can be supported by adequate public services 
and minimizes disruption to the surrounding residential community.  The phasing 
plan shall also state a timeframe for the Campus Master Plan and suggest periods 
of renewal if applicable.  
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������  The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall prepare a written report 
specifying all measures or actions necessary to be taken by the applicant to 
mitigate adverse impacts of the proposed DEVELOPMENT that are specified in the 
proposed Campus Master Plan. 

�����
  A Campus Master Plan shall be reviewed in accordance with Section 12.4 (Tier 3 
Special Permit Review by the Planning Board), except that exempt Educational, 
Religious and Child Care USES shall be reviewed in accordance with Section 12.7 

������  If the Planning Board examines the proposed Campus Master Plan and all 
recommendations for changes, alternatives, mitigating measures and conditions 
from the Office of Planning and Economic Development, and determines that a 
significant Campus Master Plan element or environmental issue was not 
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adequately addressed by the proposed Campus Master Plan, the Planning Board 
may request the institution to prepare new proposals on the issue identified, or 
may request the Office of Planning and Economic Development staff to conduct 
further analysis or provide clarification.  

������  The Planning Board may approve, approve with conditions, or deny an 
application for a Campus Master Plan in accordance with the requirements of 
Section 12.4. 

A. The Planning Board may waive dimensional requirements of the ZONING 

DISTRICT and these waived provisions should be clearly stated in the 
Planning Board’s approval.   

B. The Planning Board’s approval shall state the approved time frame for the 
Campus Master Plan under which it shall be effective, and include 
provisions for renewal if applicable.   

��������.
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Upon approval of a Campus Master Plan, all subsequent development approvals consistent with 
the Campus Master Plan shall be done through the Tier 1 Administrative Approval Process in 
accordance with Section 12.2.  
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The purpose of this section is to establish standards for the siting of WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 

TOWERs and ANTENNAS and ancillary facilities. The goals of this section are to:  

��
���  Protect residential ZONING DISTRICTS, residential USES, historic assets, and 
educational USES from potential adverse impacts of TOWERS and ANTENNAS;  

��
��
  Encourage the location of TOWERS on City owned property where appropriate or 
in other non-residential areas;  

��
���  Minimize the total number of TOWERS throughout the community;  

��
���  Strongly encourage the joint use of new and existing TOWER sites as a primary 
option and discourage construction of additional single-use TOWERS;  
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��
���  Encourage the USE of existing BUILDINGS, TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS, light 
or utility poles and/or TOWERs, as opposed to construction of new 
TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS;  

��
���  Encourage users of TOWERS and ANTENNAS to locate them, to the extent possible, 
in areas where the adverse impact on the community is minimal;  

��
��#  Ensure that all TELECOMMUNICATION FACILITIES, including TOWERS, ANTENNAS 
and ANCILLARY FACILITIES  are located and designed to minimize the visual impact 
on the immediate surroundings and throughout the community by encouraging 
users of TOWERS and ANTENNAS to configure them in a way that minimizes the 
adverse visual impact of the TOWERS and ANTENNAS through careful design, 
siting, landscape screening, and innovative camouflaging techniques;  

��
��'  Enhance the ability of the providers of telecommunications services to provide 
such services to the community quickly, effectively, and efficiently;  

��
��)  Consider the public health and safety of TELECOMMUNICATION TOWERS; and  

��
��++  Avoid potential damage to adjacent properties from TOWER failure through 
engineering and careful siting of TOWER STRUCTUREs.  

��
���+  In furtherance of these purposes, the City shall give due consideration to its 
master plan, neighborhood plans, ZONING MAP existing land USES, and 
environmentally and historically sensitive areas in approving sites for the location 
of TOWERS and ANTENNAS. 
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As used in this section the following items shall have the meanings indicated: 

 

ALTERNATIVE TOWER STRUCTURE shall mean man-made trees, clock towers, bell steeples, flag 
poles, and similar alternative-design mounting structures that camouflage or conceal the presence 
of ANTENNAs or TOWERs. 

 

ANCILLARY FACILITIES shall mean the BUILDINGs, cabinets, vaults, enclosures and equipment 
required for operation of telecommunication systems including but not limited to repeaters, 
equipment housing, and ventilation and other mechanical equipment. 
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ANTENNA shall mean any exterior or interior apparatus designed for telephonic, radio, or 
television communications through the sending and/or receiving of electromagnetic waves, 
digital signals, analog signals, radio frequencies (excluding radar signals), WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATIONs signals or other communication signals. Parabolic dish ANTENNAs used for 
satellite communications shall not be included within this definition. 

 

CARRIER  shall mean a company that provides WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  services. 

 

CO-LOCATION shall mean when two (2) or more WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  CARRIERS locate an 
ANTENNA on the same WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  TOWER.  

 

FAA shall mean the Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

FCC shall mean the Federal Communications Commission.  

 

FUNCTIONALLY EQUIVALENT SERVICES shall mean Cellular Radio, Personal Communication 
Service (PCS), Enhanced Specialized Mobile Radio, Specialized Mobile Radio and Paging, 
Commercial Land Mobile Radio and additional emerging technologies. 

 

GUYED TOWER shall mean a TOWER, which is supported or braced through the use of cables (guy 
wires) which are permanently anchored. 

 

LATTICE TOWER shall mean a type of mount that is self-supporting with multiple legs and cross-
bracing of structural steel. 

 

MONOPOLE  shall mean the type of WIRELESS COMMUNICATION TOWER that is self-supporting 
with a single shaft of wood, steel or concrete and a platform (or racks) for panel ANTENNAs. 

 

MOUNT shall mean the STRUCTURE or surface upon which ANTENNAs are mounted, including the 
following three types of mounts: 

BUILDING MOUNT. Mounted on or in a BUILDING .  

GROUND MOUNT. ANTENNA support (TOWER) mounted on the ground. 
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STRUCTURE  MOUNT. Mounted on or in an existing STRUCTURE other than a 
BUILDING . 

 

PERSONAL WIRELESS SERVICE FACILIT y shall mean a facility for the provision of personal 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  services, as defined by the Telecommunications Act of 1996, as 
amended. 

 

PRE-EXISTING TOWERS AND PRE-EXISTING ANTENNAS shall mean any TOWER or ANTENNA and 
ancillary facilities which has been lawfully erected prior to the effective date of this section 
(November 29, 2001), including permitted TOWERS or ANTENNAS and ANCILLARY FACILITIES 
that have been approved but have not yet been constructed so long as such approval is current 
and not expired. 

 

RADIO FREQUENCY (RF) ENGINEER shall mean an engineer specializing in electrical or 
microwave engineering, especially the study of radio frequencies. 

 

RADIO FREQUENCY RADIATION (RFR) for the purposes of this section shall mean the emissions 
from personal WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES or any electromagnetic energy within the 
frequency range from 0.003 MHZ to 300,000 MHZ. 

 

STEALTH DESIGN shall mean a WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facility that is designed or located in 
such a way that the facility is not readily recognizable as a WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 

FACILITY  (see ALTERNATIVE TOWER STRUCTURE). 

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS BUFFER AREA shall mean the area surrounding a telecommunications 
TOWER and ANCILLARY FACILITIES  which lies between the TOWER and adjacent LOT LINEs 
and/or land uses. 

 

TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY  shall mean a facility designed and used for the purpose of 
transmitting, receiving, and relaying voice and data signals from various WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATION  devices including transmission TOWERS, ANTENNAS and ANCILLARY 

FACILITIES. For purposes of this section, amateur radio transmission facilities and facilities used 
exclusively for the transmission of television and radio broadcasts are not TELECOMMUNICATION 

FACILITIES. 
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TELECOMMUNICATIONS OR TRANSMISSION TOWER or TOWER shall mean the monopole or lattice 
framework designed to support transmitting and receiving ANTENNAS. For purposes of this 
section, amateur radio transmission facilities and facilities used exclusively for the transmission 
of television and radio signals are not TRANSMISSION TOWERS. 

 

TOWER HEIGHT shall mean, when referring to a TOWER, the vertical distance measured from the 
lowest finished grade at the base of the TOWER to the highest point on the TOWER, even if said 
highest point is an ANTENNA. 

 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS shall mean any personal WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  services as 
defined in the Federal Telecommunications Act of 1996, as amended, which includes FCC 
licensed commercial WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS services including cellular, personal 
communication services (PCS), specialized mobile radio (SMR), enhanced specialized mobile 
radio (ESMR), paging, and similar services that currently exist or that may in the future be 
developed. It does not include any amateur radio facility that is owned and operated by a 
federally-licensed amateur radio station operator or is used exclusively for receive only 
ANTENNAs, nor does it include non-cellular telephone service. 

 

WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITY  or WIRELESS FACILITY  shall mean the same thing as a 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY .  
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All new WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS or ANTENNAS shall be subject to these 
regulations. 
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PRE-EXISTING WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS, PRE-EXISTING ANTENNAS AND ANCILLARY 

FACILITIES shall not be required to meet the requirements of this section, other than the 
requirements of Section 6.4.12 and Section 6.4.13 absent any enlargement or structural 
modification or the addition of any ANTENNAs. 

��
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ANTENNAS or TOWERS located on property owned, leased or otherwise controlled by the City 
shall be encouraged, provided that a license or lease authorizing such ANTENNA or TOWER has 
been approved by the City Council. Said approved publicly owned sites utilized for the purpose 
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of constructing TOWERs and/or ANTENNAs shall be treated as a USE by right, subject to Tier 2 
Site Plan Review by the Planning Board.  All information required for submission in a Special 
Permit application shall be required in such cases.  
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This section shall not govern any TOWER, or the installation of any ANTENNA, that is under 
seventy (70) feet in height and is owned and operated by a federally-licensed amateur radio 
station operator or is used exclusively for receive only ANTENNAs. 
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This section shall not govern any parabolic dish ANTENNAs used for transmission or reception of 
radio signals associated with satellites. 
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A different existing STRUCTURE or USE on the same LOT shall not preclude the installation of a 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facility on such LOT. If a TOWER and its ancillary facilities 
constitute the sole USE of the LOT, the TOWER shall be deemed to be the PRINCIPAL USE 
otherwise, the USE shall be considered accessory. 
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For purposes of determining whether the installation of a TOWER or ANTENNA complies with 
zoning regulations, including but not limited to setback requirements, LOT COVERAGE 
requirements, and other such requirements, the dimensions of the entire LOT shall control, even 
though the ANTENNAs or TOWERs may be located on leased parcels within such LOT. 
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All T OWERs must meet or exceed current standards and regulations of the FAA, the FCC, and 
any other agency of the state or federal government with the authority to regulate TOWERs and 
ANTENNAs. If such standards and regulations are changed, the owners of the TOWERs and 
ANTENNAs governed by this Section shall bring such TOWERs and ANTENNAs into compliance 
with such revised standards and regulations within ninety (90) days of the effective date of such 
standards and regulations, unless a different compliance schedule is mandated by the controlling 
state or federal agency. Failure to bring TOWERs and ANTENNAs into compliance with such 
revised standards and regulations shall constitute grounds for the removal of the TOWER or 
ANTENNA at the owner's expense. 
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To ensure the structural integrity of TOWERS, the owner of a TOWER shall ensure that it is 
maintained in compliance with standards contained in Massachusetts State Building Code 780 
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C.M.R., et. seq., as amended. If, upon inspection, the BUILDING COMMISSIONER concludes that a 
TOWER fails to comply with such codes and standards and constitutes a danger to persons or 
property, then upon notice being provided to the owner of the TOWER, the owner shall have thirty 
(30) days to bring such TOWER into compliance with such standards. Failure to bring such 
TOWER into compliance within said thirty (30) days shall constitute grounds for the removal of 
the TOWER or ANTENNA at the owner's expense. 
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WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS TOWERS and ANTENNAS shall be regulated and permitted pursuant 
to this Section and shall not be regulated or permitted as public utilities or private utilities. 
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This section mandates that carriers CO-LOCATE ANTENNAS on TOWERS and other STRUCTUREs 
whenever possible. See Section 6.4.90 for CO-LOCATION requirements. 
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Approval of the Site Plan shall be required for all new WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONs FACILITIES 
including modifications to or the addition of new WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONs FACILITIES to pre-
existing TOWERs, BUILDINGs or other STRUCTUREs. Site plans for WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  
facilities allowed by right shall be reviewed by the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development through a Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan Review (Section 12.2). Site plans for 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facilities requiring a Special Permit shall be reviewed by the City 
Council as SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY through the Tier 4 City Council Special 
Permit Review (Section 12.5).    
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��
���  Ground mounted WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS facilities are allowed by right 
subject to Tier 1 Site Plan Review in Business A, Business B, Business B-1, 
Industrial A, and Industrial Park ZONING DISTRICTs provided the following 
conditions are met: 

��
��
  The facility does not exceed a height of sixty (60) feet in Business A, Business B, 
Business B-1, and Industrial Park; one hundred (100) feet in Industrial A. 

��
���  The facility does not obstruct a public view of scenic interest, such as the 
Connecticut River, properties located within historic districts and/or listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places or public parks as determined by the Office 
of Planning & Economic Development. 
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��
���  The facility is not within three hundred (300) feet of, and visible from, the 
property boundaries of a school, place of worship, COLLEGE, public library, public 
park, public conservation area, museum, CEMETERY, or property or district listed 
on the State Register of Historic Places, or from an American Heritage River.  

��
���  The facility is not within three hundred (300) feet of, and visible from, a 
residential ZONING DISTRICT or a BUILDING  containing one (1) or more DWELLING 

UNITS within a nonresidential ZONING DISTRICT. 

��
���  WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES mounted to an existing BUILDING  or 
STRUCTURE are allowed by right in Business A, Business B, Business B-1, 
Business C, Industrial A, and Industrial Park ZONING DISTRICTS provided the 
facility and the BUILDING  or STRUCTURE to which the facility is mounted does not 
exceed sixty (60) feet in Business A, Business B, Business B-1, and Industrial 
Park; one hundred (100) feet in Industrial A; four hundred (400) feet in Business 
C and provided the facility does not exceed the height of the BUILDING  to which it 
is attached by more than twelve (12) feet. 
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��
���  WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES not allowed by right may be allowed by 
a Special Permit from the City Council pursuant to Section 12.5, except that: 

A. WIRELESS COMMUNICATION TOWERS are not allowed in Business C. 

B. Such facilities shall not obstruct a view of scenic interest as determined by 
the SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY. 

C. Such facilities shall not be located within three hundred (300) feet of any 
STRUCTURE containing one (1) or more residences. 

��
��
  All ground mounted WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facilities shall be designed to 
accommodate at least three (3) carriers and shall not exceed the height of one 
hundred forty (140) feet in a residential zone and in Commercial A, one hundred 
fifty (150) feet in Business A and Business B, and two hundred (200) feet in 
Industrial A and Industrial Park. 

��
���  All Special Permits are subject to the Review Criteria, Section 6.2.70, and Site 
Design Standards Applicable to all WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  Facilities, Section 
6.4.800, as well as to generally applicable standards for Special Permits and Site 
Plan Review, if relevant to an application. 
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�#�  In addition to the above standards, the SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY 
upon the granting or denial of an application for a Special Permit shall cause those 
members voting with the prevailing side to set forth clearly the reason(s) for its 
decision, taking into consideration all of but not limited to the following factors: 

A. Proximity of the telecommunications facility to residential STRUCTUREs, 
residential district boundaries, the property boundaries of a school, place 
of worship, college, public library, public park, public conservation area, 
museum, cemetery, property or district listed on the State Register of 
Historic Places, or an American Heritage River. 

B. Nature of uses on adjacent and nearby properties; 

C. Surrounding topography; 

D. Surrounding tree coverage and foliage; 

E. Design of the TOWER, with particular reference to design characteristics 
that have the effect of reducing or eliminating visual obtrusiveness 
including STEALTH DESIGNS which are encouraged; 

F. Availability of suitable existing TOWERS, alternative TOWER STRUCTUREs, 
other STRUCTUREs or alternative technologies not requiring the use of 
TOWERS or STRUCTUREs; 

G. Availability of proposed TOWER to other potential carriers. 

H. Adequacy of the setback or design of the facility to ensure the safety of 
persons or property in the event of collapse. 

I. Availability of sites in other municipalities to meet the coverage 
requirements of those municipalities, if more than fifty percent (50%) of 
the coverage area is outside the City. 

J. The visual impact of the proposed facilities, as documented by a visual 
impact analysis.  See Section 6.2.111.B.(8). 
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The following site design standards shall apply to WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES: 
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A. LATTICE TOWERS and guyed TOWERS are prohibited.  

B. Setbacks:  

1. GROUND MOUNTED WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS FACILITIES shall 
be set back two hundred (200%) percent of the TOWER HEIGHT 
from the property boundaries of a school, place of worship, 
COLLEGE, public library, public park, public conservation area, 
museum, CEMETERY, property or district listed on the State 
Register of Historic Places, an American Heritage River, a 
residential ZONING DISTRICT or a BUILDING  containing one or more 
DWELLING UNITS within a nonresidential ZONING DISTRICT.  

2. If the TOWER is of STEALTH DESIGN, the SPECIAL PERMIT 

GRANTING AUTHORITY may reduce the required setback but not 
less than one hundred (100%) percent of TOWER HEIGHT.  

3. In no case shall a ground-mounted facility built as an ACCESSORY 

USE be allowed on any portion of the LOT between the PRINCIPAL 

BUILDING  and the STREET. 

C. Security fencing. TOWERS shall be enclosed by security fencing not less 
than eight (8) feet in height. Towers shall also be equipped with 
appropriate anti-climbing measures. 

D. Landscaping. The following requirements shall govern the landscaping 
surrounding the TOWERS: 

1. The BUFFER PLANTING STRIP  shall consist of a landscaped strip at 
least ten (10) feet wide outside the perimeter of the compound and 
be planted with evergreens at least six (6) feet high at planting and 
planted in staggered double rows five (5) feet on center. 

2. In locations where the visual impact of the TOWER would be 
minimal, the landscaping requirement may be substituted 
elsewhere on the property at the sole discretion of the SPECIAL 

PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY. 

3. All landscape plantings must be continually maintained. 
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Any proposed ANCILLARY FACILITY  shall not be more than twelve feet (12) in height. The 
ANCILLARY FACILITY  shall be no more than three hundred sixty (360) square feet in area, and 
there shall be no more than three (3) such facilities located on the site. In the case of CO-
LOCATION, a shared ANCILLARY FACILITY  may be built to a height not to exceed twenty (20) feet 
and may contain a maximum of three hundred and sixty (360) square feet for each provider. 
Such ANCILLARY FACILITIES  must satisfy the minimum ZONING DISTRICT setback requirements 
for ACCESSORY STRUCTUREs. 

��
�'�  TOWERS shall either maintain a galvanized steel finish or, subject to any 
applicable standards of the FAA, be painted a neutral color so as to reduce visual 
obtrusiveness. 

��
�'�  At a TOWER site, the design of the ANCILLARY FACILITIES  shall, to the extent 
possible, use materials, colors, textures, screening, and landscaping that will blend 
them into the natural setting and surrounding BUILDINGS. 
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No exterior lighting is permitted except as follows: 

A. The ANCILLARY FACILITIES  enclosing electronic equipment may have one 
(1) light at the entrance to the BUILDING , provided that the light is attached 
to the BUILDING , is focused downward and is switched so that the light is 
turned on only when workers are at the BUILDING ; and 

B. No lighting is permitted on a TOWER except lighting that specifically is 
required by the FAA. 

��
�'�  No SIGNS are permitted except those required by the FCC or by law, such as 
warning and equipment information SIGNS. Signs shall not exceed four (4) square 
feet. 
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A. ANTENNAS on existing STRUCTURES. Any ANTENNA which is not attached 
to a TOWER may be attached to any existing BUILDING  or STRUCTURE. 

B. Side- and roof-mounted WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES shall not 
project more than twelve (12) feet above the height of an existing 
BUILDING  or STRUCTURE. WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facilities may be 
located on a BUILDING  or STRUCTURE that is legally NONCONFORMING 
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with respect to height, provided that the facilities do not project above the 
existing BUILDING  or STRUCTURE HEIGHT. 

C. The ANTENNA shall comply with all applicable FCC and FAA regulations. 

D. The ANTENNA and ANCILLARY FACILITIES shall comply with the 
Massachusetts State Building Code 780 C.M.R., as amended. 

E. The ANCILLARY FACILITY  shall not contain more than three hundred sixty 
(360) square feet of gross FLOOR AREA or be more than twelve (12) feet in 
height.  

F. The ANTENNA and ancillary facilities must be of a neutral color that is 
identical to, or closely compatible with the color of the supporting 
STRUCTURE so as to make the ANTENNA and related equipment as visually 
unobtrusive as possible. 

G. ANTENNAS on existing TOWERS. An ANTENNA may be attached to an-
existing TOWER to minimize adverse visual impacts associated with the 
proliferation and clustering of TOWERS.  CO-LOCATION of ANTENNAS by 
more than one (1) CARRIER on existing TOWERS shall take precedence over 
the construction of new TOWERS, provided such CO-LOCATION is 
accomplished in a manner consistent with the following: 

1. A TOWER which is modified or reconstructed to accommodate the 
co-location of an additional ANTENNA shall be of the same TOWER 
type as the existing TOWER, unless reconstruction as a MONOPOLE 
is proposed. 

2. An existing TOWER may be modified or rebuilt to a taller height, 
not to exceed the maximum TOWER HEIGHT established by this 
Section, with approval from the SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING 

AUTHORITY.  

3. All ANTENNA mounts installed on existing TOWERS shall, to the 
extent technically feasible, match both style and type of the 
existing ANTENNA mounts. 
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��
�)�  The CITY  requires that LICENSED CARRIERS share WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 

facilities and sites where feasible and appropriate, thereby reducing the number of 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facilities that are stand-alone facilities. All applicants 
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for a special permit for a new WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facility shall 
demonstrate a good faith effort to co-locate with other carriers. Such good faith 
effort includes: 

A. A survey of all existing STRUCTUREs that may be feasible sites for CO-
LOCATING WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facilities; 

B. Notification by certified mail of intent to seek a Special Permit to all the 
other licensed carriers for commercial mobile radio services operating 
within five (5) miles of the site; 

C Sharing information necessary to determine if CO-LOCATION is feasible 
under the design configuration most accommodating to co-location; and 

D. A copy of a notice of Lease and affidavit of compliance with this section. 

��
�)
  In the event that CO-LOCATION is claimed to be not technically feasible, a written 
statement of the reasons for the infeasibility shall be submitted to the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development. The Office of Planning and Economic 
Development may retain a technical expert in the field of RF ENGINEERING to 
verify if CO-LOCATION is not feasible or is feasible. The cost for such a technical 
expert will be paid by the applicant. The SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY 
may deny approval to an applicant that has not demonstrated a good faith effort to 
provide for co-location or CO-LOCATE on an existing WIRELESS COMMUNICATION 

TOWER. 

��
�)�  If the applicant does intend to CO-LOCATE or to permit co-location, plans and 
elevations, which show the ultimate appearance and operation of the WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATION facility at full build-out shall be submitted. 

��
�)�  All documentation shall be submitted with the application. 
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��+�  WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facilities shall be located and approved in accordance 
with the following prioritized locations listed below.  Applicants shall 
demonstrate a good faith effort to locate a WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facility in 
a higher priority location in order to justify applying for a lower priority location. 

A. The first priority shall be an existing BUILDING . 

B. The second priority shall be an existing TOWER. 
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C. The third priority shall be a new TOWER on land in an Industrial DISTRICT.  

D. The fourth priority shall be a new TOWER on land zoned for business uses, 
excluding land in the Business C district 
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�
		�� ������)%���45+�  ������@4���+��� �

��
����  In addition to the submission requirements of Article 12, the following 
information shall be submitted: 

A. Comprehensive Service Plan: In order to provide proper evidence that any 
proposed location of WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS ANTENNAS (and any 
supporting TOWER and/or ANCILLARY FACILITIES enclosing related 
electronic equipment) has been planned to result in the fewest number of 
TOWERS within the City at the time full service is provided by the 
applicant throughout the City, the applicant shall submit a 
"Comprehensive Service Plan." Said Comprehensive Service Plan shall 
indicate how the applicant proposes to provide full service throughout the 
city. The Comprehensive Service Plan shall indicate the following: 

1. Whether the applicant's subscribers can receive adequate service 
from existing ANTENNAS located inside or adjacent to the City; 

2. How the proposed location of the ANTENNAs relates to the location 
of any existing network TOWERS within and/or near the City; 

3. How the proposed location of the ANTENNAS relates to the 
anticipated need for additional ANTENNAS and supporting TOWERS 
within and/or near the City by the applicant; 

4. How the proposed location of the ANTENNAS relates to the 
objective of CO-LOCATING the ANTENNAS of different service 
carriers on the same TOWER; and 

5. How the proposed location of the ANTENNAS relates to the 
applicants overall objective of providing full WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATION  services within the City while, at the same, 
limiting the number of TOWERS to the fewest possible. 

B. A scaled site plan and other siting documents. The submittal documents 
shall clearly indicate the location, type and height of the proposed TOWER, 
on-site land USES and ZONING DISTRICT, adjacent land USES and ZONING 

DISTRICTS, adjacent STREETS, proposed means of access, setbacks from 
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property lines, elevation drawings of the proposed WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATIONS facility and any other STRUCTURE, topography, parking 
and other information deemed by the SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING 

AUTHORITY to be necessary to assess compliance with this section.  In 
addition, the application shall contain the following: 

1. Legal description of the entire tract and leased parcel (if 
applicable). 

2. The setback distance between the proposed TOWER and the nearest 
DWELLING UNIT, residentially zoned properties, the property 
boundaries of a school, place of worship, COLLEGE, public library, 
public park, public conservation area, museum, CEMETERY, or 
property or district listed on the State Register of Historic Places, 
or American Heritage River. 

3. The separation distance, within one (1) mile, from other TOWERs 
and ANTENNAS. 

4. A landscape plan showing specific landscape materials including, 
but not limited to, species type, size, spacing and existing 
vegetation to be removed or retained. 

5. Method of fencing and finished color and, if applicable, the 
method of camouflage. 

6. A notarized statement by the applicant as to whether construction 
of the TOWER will accommodate co-location of additional 
ANTENNAS for future users. 

7. A letter of commitment to lease excess space to potential CARRIERS 
at prevailing market rates and conditions. The letter of 
commitment shall be filed with the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development prior to the issuance of any permit and 
shall commit the TOWER owner(s), property owner(s) and their 
successors in interest. 

8. A visual impact study containing, at a minimum, a photographic 
simulation showing the appearance of the proposed TOWER, 
ANTENNAS, and ANCILLARY FACILITIES and sight lines from at 
least five points within a one (1) mile radius. Such points shall be 
chosen by the CARRIER with review and approval by the Office of 
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Planning and Economic Development designee to ensure that 
various potential views are represented.  Sight lines and 
photographs shall be shown as follows: 

a. Sight line representation.  Sight line representations 
shall be drawn from the closest public roads and the 
closest residential BUILDINGS (viewpoint) to the 
highest point (visible point) of the WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATION  facility.  Each sight line shall be 
depicted in profile, drawn at one inch equals forty (40) 
feet.  The profiles shall show all intervening trees and 
BUILDINGS.   

b. Existing (before condition) photographs.  Each sight 
line shall be illustrated by one (1) four-inch by six-inch 
(4” x 6”) color photograph of what can currently be 
seen. 

c. Proposed (after condition).  Each of the existing 
condition photographs should have the proposed 
WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facility superimposed on 
it to show what will be seen from public roads if the 
proposed WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  facility is built, 
including ANTENNA(s), mount(s), equipment shelters, 
cables as well as cable runs, and security barriers, if 
any, for the total height, width and breadth. 

C. An analysis of the RADIO FREQUENCY RADIATION  (RFR) levels at the 
facility as a means of assessing compliance with the FCC Radio 
Frequency safety criteria. This analysis shall: 

1. Take into consideration all co-located radio transmitting 
ANTENNAS and/or nearby ANTENNAS that could contribute to RFR 
levels at the facility. 

2. Be performed and stamped by a RF ENGINEER. 

3. Follow current methods recommended by the FCC for performing 
such analyses. 
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��
�  After the WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS TOWER is operational, the applicant shall 
submit, within ninety (90) days of beginning operations, and at annual intervals 
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from the date of issuance of the BUILDING PERMIT, existing measurements of RFR 
from the WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS facility. Such measurements shall be 
signed and certified by a RF ENGINEER, stating that RFR measurements are 
accurate and meet FCC Guidelines as specified in the Radio Frequency Standards 
section of this section, as amended.  

��
��

  The applicant and co-applicant shall maintain the WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS 
facilities in good condition. Such maintenance shall include, but shall not be 
limited to, painting, structural integrity of the mount and security barrier, and 
maintenance of the buffer areas and landscaping. 
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����  At such time that a licensed CARRIER plans to ABANDON or discontinue operation 
of a WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS facility, such CARRIER shall notify the 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER by certified U.S. Mail of the proposed date of 
abandonment or discontinuation of operations. Such notice shall be given no less 
than thirty (30) days prior to abandonment or discontinuation of operations. In the 
event that a licensed CARRIER fails to give such notice, the WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATIONS facility shall be considered abandoned upon discontinuation of 
operations. 

��
���
  Upon ABANDONMENT or discontinuation of use, at the option of the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER, the CARRIER shall physically remove the WIRELESS 

COMMUNICATIONS facility within ninety (90) days from the date of abandonment 
or discontinuation of use. "Physically remove" shall include, but not limited to: 

A. Removal of ANTENNAS, mount, ANCILLARY FACILITIES and security 
barriers for the subject property. 

B. Proper disposal of the waste materials from the site in accordance with 
local and state solid waste disposal regulations. 

C. Restoring the location of the WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS facility to its 
pre-development condition, except that any landscaping and grading shall 
remain in the after-condition. 

D. If a CARRIER fails to remove a WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS facility in 
accordance with this section, the BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall have the 
authority to enter the subject property and physically remove the facility. 
The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall require the applicant to submit an 
Irrevocable Letter of Credit prior to issuing a BUILDING PERMIT to cover 
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costs for the removal of the WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS facility in the 
event the City must remove the facility. 
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The purpose of this Section is to regulate adult entertainment and sexually oriented businesses in 
order to promote the health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of Springfield and 
surrounding communities. The provisions of this Section have neither the purpose nor the effect 
of imposing a limitation or restriction on the content of any communicative materials, including 
sexually oriented materials. It is neither the intent nor the effect of this Section to restrict or deny 
access by adults to sexually oriented materials protected by the First Amendment. 

�����
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Based on evidence concerning the adverse secondary effects of ADULT ENTERTAINMENT  uses on 
the community presented in hearings and reports made available to the City Council, and on 
findings incorporated in the cases of City Council of Erie v. Pap’s A.M., 529 U.S. 277 (2000); 
Barnes v. Glen Theatre, Inc., 501 U.S. 560 (1991); City of Renton v. Paytime Theatres, Inc., 475 
U.S. 41 (1986); Young v. American Mini Theatres, U.S. 50 (1976); and other studies in other 
communities including, but not limited to Phoenix, Arizona; Minneapolis, Minnesota; St. Paul, 
Minnesota; Houston, Texas; Garden Grove, California; Los Angeles, California; Whittier, 
California; Austin, Texas; Seattle, Washington; Oklahoma City, Oklahoma; Cleveland, Ohio; 
Beaumont, Texas; Dallas, Texas; Newport News, Virginia; Bellevue, Washington; New York, 
New York; and St. Croix County, Wisconsin, the City Council finds:  

A. Adult entertainment and sexually oriented businesses lend themselves to 
ancillary, unlawful and unhealthy activities that are presently uncontrolled 
by the operators of the establishments.  

B. Employees of adult entertainment and sexually oriented businesses engage 
in higher incidence of certain types of illicit sexual behavior than 
employees of other establishments. 

C. Sexual acts occur at adult entertainment and sexually oriented businesses. 

D. Adult entertainment and sexually oriented businesses encourage illicit 
sexual acts which create unhealthy conditions. 

E. At least fifty (50) communicable diseases may be spread by activities 
occurring in adult entertainment and sexually orientated businesses, 
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including, but not limited to, syphilis, gonorrhea, human 
immunodeficiency virus (HIV-AIDS), genital herpes, hepatitis B, 
salmonella infections and shingella infections. 

F. Since 1981 and to the present, there has been an increasing cumulative 
number of reported cases of AIDS (Acquired Immunodeficiency 
Syndrome) caused by the human immunodeficiency virus (HIV) in the 
United States. 

G. The findings noted in subsections A. through F. raise substantial 
governmental concerns.  

H. Adult entertainment and sexually oriented businesses have operational 
characteristics which should be reasonably regulated in order to protect 
those substantial governmental concerns and, where necessary, should be 
banned or eliminated where they are or have been causing effects which 
are harmful to the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of Springfield 
and the surrounding communities. 

I. The general welfare, health and safety of the citizens of the City will be 
promoted by the enactment of this Ordinance. 
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Uses listed in Section 6.3.30 are allowed by Special Permit in accordance with Tier 4 process 
described in Section 12.5. in Business A, Business B, and Business C and no other districts, 
subject to provisions of this Section and the Table of Uses in Table 4-4. 
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ADULT ENTERTAINMENT.  A USE which is intended to provide sexual stimulation or gratification, 
including but not limited to, all of the following: 

ADULT BOOKSTORE.  An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock 
in trade, books, magazines, and other matter which are distinguished or characterized by their 
emphasis depicting, describing, or relating to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in 
M.G.L., Chapter 272, Section 31. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the term “substantial or 
significant portion” means that more than ten (10) percent of the total FLOOR AREA or stock is 
devoted to the items listed above.  

ADULT BOOTH.  An enclosed or partitioned area inside an adult oriented establishment which is: 
(a) designed or used for the viewing or listening of adult material by one (1) or more persons and 
(b) is accessible to any person, regardless of whether a fee is charged for access. The term “Adult 
Booth” includes, but is not limited to, a “peep show” booth or other booth used to view or listen 
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to adult material (including, but not limited to, videotapes, audiotapes, films, CD-ROMs, DVDs 
or internet access).  

ADULT CABARET.  See ADULT DANCING /ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS. 

ADULT DANCING.  Any dancing which exposes to view by patrons or spectators on the premises 
at any time the specified anatomical areas and/or specified sexual activities, as defined in this 
Ordinance.  

ADULT DANCING /ENTERTAINMENT ESTABLISHMENTS.  An establishment, including but not 
limited to, a restaurant (eating and drinking establishments), lounge, dance hall, nightclub or 
other such place whose business includes the offering to customers of live entertainment wherein 
employees, agents, servants, independent contractors or other customers perform dance routines 
and/or display or expose specified anatomical areas, offered as adult oriented entertainment for 
viewing by patrons or spectators on the premises and characterized by the emphasis on matter 
depicting, describing or relating to specified sexual activities or specified anatomical areas.  

ADULT MOTEL.  A motel or similar establishment with the word “adult” or otherwise that 
advertises the presentation of adult material, offering public accommodations for any form or 
consideration which provides patrons with closed circuit television transmission, internet access, 
films, motion pictures, video cassettes, slides, CD-ROMs, DVDs or other photographic 
reproductions for the primary purpose of sexual gratification or as related to specified sexual 
activities. 

ADULT MOTION PICTURE THEATER.  An enclosed BUILDING  used for presenting material 
distinguished by an emphasis on matter depicting, describing, or relating to sexual conduct or 
sexual excitement as defined in M.G.L, Chapter 272, Section 31. This definition includes, but is 
not limited to, adult arcade, adult mini-motion picture theater, adult booth(s), and adult drive-in 
theaters.  

ADULT PARAPHERNALIA STORE.  An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion 
of its stock devices, objects, tools, or toys which are distinguished or characterized by their 
association with sexual activity, including sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in 
M.G.L. Chapter 272, Section 31.  

ADULT VIDEO STORE.  An establishment having as a substantial or significant portion of its stock 
in trade, videos, movies, or other film material which are distinguished or characterized by their 
emphasis depicting, describing, or relating to sexual conduct or sexual excitement as defined in 
M.G.L. Chapter 272, Section 31. 

MASSAGE PARLOR.  An establishment providing massages by persons other than a licensed health 
care professional, including activities that rub, stroke, knead or tap the body with the hand or an 
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instrument or both for the purpose of or engaging in sexual gratification or as related to specified 
sexual activities. This definition also includes those activities listed within “Sexual Encounter 
Center”. However, massages as used in this Ordinance shall not apply to the activity of any 
person who is registered or licensed by the United States Government or any agency thereof or 
by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts or any agency thereof, while such person so registered 
or licensed is performing the services for which the registration or license was issued and during 
the period of time said registration or license is in effect.  

SEXUAL ENCOUNTER CENTER.  An establishment whose primary or accessory business is the 
provision on premises where customers either congregate, associate or consort with employees, 
agents, servants, independent contractors or other customers who engage in specified sexual 
activities in the presence of such customers or who display specified anatomical areas in the 
presence of such customers with the intent of providing sexual stimulation or sexual gratification 
appealing to adult sexual interests.  

SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS.  Including, but not limited to, less than completely and opaquely 
covered: (a) human genitals or pubic region; (b) the cleavage of the human buttock; (c) any 
portion of the human female breasts below a horizontal line across the top of the areola at its 
highest point, the entire lower half of the human female breast, not including cleavage of the 
human female breast exhibited by a dress, blouse, shirt, leotard, bathing suit or other wearing 
apparel provided that the areola is not exposed in whole or in part; and (d) human male genitals 
in a discernable turgid state, even if completely and opaquely covered.  

SPECIFIED SEXUAL ACTIVITIES.  Including, but not limited to, human genitals in a state of sexual 
stimulation or arousal; acts of human masturbation, sexual intercourse or sodomy; fondling or 
other erotic touching of human genitals, pubic region or pubic hair, buttocks or human breast(s); 
flagellation or torture on the context of a sexual relationship; masochism, erotic or sexually 
oriented torture, beating or the infliction of pain; erotic touching, fondling or other such contact 
with an animal by a human being; excretory functions as part of or in connection with any of the 
activities listed herein.  
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No LOT occupied, or to be occupied, by an ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use shall be located within a 
seven hundred (700) foot radius from any of the following: 

A. Any Residential ZONING DISTRICT; 

B. A BUILDING  containing residences;  

C. A school, place of worship, public library or public park; or 
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D. Any other ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use as defined herein. 
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The distances required by this section shall be measured from the closest property line occupied, 
or to be occupied, by an ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use to the closest property line occupied by a 
protected use, ZONING DISTRICT or another ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use. For the purpose of this 
Section, the term protected USE includes, but is not limited to, residential ZONING DISTRICTs, 
BUILDINGs containing residences, grounds of a school, place of worship, public library or public 
park. 
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While on the premises of an ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use, no employee, agent, servant, 
independent contractor or other customer shall be permitted to have physical contact with any 
other ADULT ENTERTAINMENT employee, other employee, patron or spectator while the 
employee, agent, servant, independent contractor or other customer is entertaining, dancing or 
otherwise involved in the display of or exhibition of SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS or SPECIFIED 

SEXUAL ACTIVITIES. 
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No ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use shall be conducted in any manner that permits the observation 
of any material depicting or relating to SPECIFIED ANATOMICAL AREAS or SPECIFIED SEXUAL 

ACTIVITIES from any public or private way, parking area or adjacent properties. This provision 
shall apply to any display, signage, show window or opening.  
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SIGN content shall identify the name of the establishment only and shall contain no 
advertisement in addition to the identification of the use. Only one (1) identification SIGN, to be 
mounted on the BUILDING  wall face, shall be allowed for an ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use. All 
other SIGNS whether on the exterior of the BUILDING  or visible from the exterior of the BUILDING  
are prohibited. No ADULT ENTERTAINMENT use shall have any flashing lights visible from the 
exterior of the use. Furthermore, no SIGN shall rotate or contain reflective or florescent elements. 
See Article 9 for additional SIGN regulations.  
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Any now existing retailer who is engaged in the sale and/or rental of ADULT ENTERTAINMENT 
books, periodicals, magazines, films, video tapes, CD-ROMs, DVDs, audiotapes or other printed 
or pictorial materials shall cover the front page of said books, periodicals, magazines, films, 
video tapes, CD-ROMs, DVDs, audiotapes or other printed or pictorial materials or shall 
maintain a separate viewing and sales area for the rental and/or sale of said books, periodicals, 
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magazines, films, video tapes, CD-ROMs, DVDs, audiotapes or other printed or pictorial 
materials as defined by this Ordinance so as to prevent minors from viewing or entering said 
ADULT ENTERTAINMENT  area. 
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Whoever disseminates to a minor any matter harmful to minors, knowing it to be harmful to 
minors, or has in his possession any such matter with the intent to disseminate the same to 
minors, shall be in violation of this Ordinance. For the purposes of this Ordinance, "a minor" is a 
person under eighteen years of age. Matter is harmful to minors if it is obscene or if taken as a 
whole, it (a) describes or represents nudity, sexual conduct or sexual excitement, so as to appeal 
predominantly to the prurient interest of minors; (b) is patently contrary to prevailing standards 
of adults in the county where the offense was committed as to suitable material for such minors; 
and (c) lacks serious literary, artistic, political or scientific values for minors. It shall be a 
defense under this section that the defendant was in a parental or guardianship relationship with 
the minor. It shall also be a defense that the defendant was a bonafide school, museum or library, 
or was acting in the course of his employment as an employee of such organization or of a retail 
outlet affiliated with and serving the educational purpose of such organization. 
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ARTICLE 7 SITE REGULATIONS 
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The purpose of this Article is to establish site planning standards.  In combination with Article 5, 
these provisions will help an applicant layout a site based on requirements for OFF-STREET 

PARKING, LANDSCAPING and SCREENING that are needed.   
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The purpose of this section is to establish flexible regulations designed to ensure that adequate 
parking is provided for a particular use, taking into consideration its location and the type of 
neighborhood in which it is located. The number and location of parking spaces associated with a 
USE has a significant effect on the urban design quality of a place.  This section balances the need 
for adequate parking with the need to avoid the negative impacts of highly visible parking lot 
construction, fitting parking facilities into the urban fabric in a manner that strengthens the City’s 
economy and improves its appearance.   
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Section 7.1 shall apply in all ZONING DISTRICTs, except that there shall be no OFF-STREET 

PARKING requirement imposed within the Business C District for non-residential USES.   
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#�����  The presumptive parking requirements for land uses established below are 
intended to be adapted and modified to reflect the particular characteristics of a 
specific USE and the neighborhood in which it is located.   

#����
  The requirements in Table 7-1 may be reduced in the course of Site Plan or 

Special Permit review based upon information presented by the applicant and city 
agencies. The applicant’s own estimate of parking demand, based upon the type 
of USE involved and its location, shall be given substantial deference. Other 
relevant considerations include:   

A. The availability of public transportation;  

B. Whether the subject property lies within walking distance from shopping, 
employment, restaurants, housing, schools, and other trip destinations;  

C. The availability of shared parking with binding agreements to secure its 
long-term availability; where adjoining parking areas are connected 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance January 2011 

 

Section 7.1 Off-street Parking Page 164 

directly to one another or to a service road or alley to reduce turning 
movements onto roads. 

D. The availability of safely usable on-street parking,  

E. The provision of bicycle storage facilities, showers, lockers and related 
facilities to encourage bicycling; and 

F. The establishment of transportation demand management measures to 
reduce automobile use.  

#�����  In addition, “Parking Generation, 3d edition” (2004) published by the Institute of 
Transportation Engineers and “Shared Parking Planning Guidelines” (ITE 1995) 
or any subsequent editions of both documents, may be consulted for non-binding 
guidance in establishing appropriate parking requirements for a particular use.  

#�����  For uses that are not listed in Table 7-1 below, there shall be no presumptive 
parking requirement and parking requirements shall be established at the time of 
Site Plan or Special Permit Review, based upon the criteria in Section 7.1.32 and 
7.1.33. 

#�����  If the USE category is allowed by right, and an applicant is applying for a 
BUILDING PERMIT under Section 11.1, then the applicant may request a Tier 1 
Administrative Site Plan Review (Section 12.2) to change the presumptive 
parking requirements.   

#�����  The term FLOOR AREA in Table 7-1 means NET FLOOR AREA and fractions should 
be rounded down to the closest whole number.   

#����#  For developments with more than one (1) USE, parking shall be the cumulative 
parking requirements for all USES unless applicant provides evidence for a lower 
amount in accordance with 7.1.32. 

#����'  Section 7.1.60 below includes additional parking alternatives.   
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Table 7-1 Presumptive Required Off-street Parking 
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Table 7-1 Presumptive Required Off-street Parking 
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Table 7-1 Presumptive Required Off-street Parking 
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#�����  In a parking lot or parking BUILDING  at least fifty (50) percent of the parking 
spaces must be eight and one-half (8 ½ ) feet wide by eighteen (18) feet deep.  
The remaining parking spaces may be eight (8) feet by sixteen (16) feet to 
accommodate smaller cars.   

#����
  These parking space sizes are exclusive of driveways and aisles which must have 
direct access to a STREET or alley.  Aisle widths are shown on Table 7-2.   

#�����  Bumper or wheel guards shall be provided to keep cars from hanging over the 
public right-of-way or pedestrian facilities. 

 

Table 7-2 Dimensional Requirements for Parking Drive Aisles 
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This Section applies to all USES other than SINGLE-FAMILY  and TWO-FAMILY DWELLINGS.  
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A. All OFF-STREET PARKING shall be located behind or to the side of the 
PRINCIPAL BUILDING .   

B. The intent of Section 7.1.52(A) is to maintain a pedestrian friendly 
neighborhood where OFF-STREET PARKING is primarily located behind or 
to the side of a PRINCIPAL BUILDING  and to encourage the extension of 
these types of neighborhoods in connection with proposed new 
development. This Ordinance recognizes, however, that there numerous 
locations throughout  the City where it is in appropriate to require that 
OFF-STREET PARKING to be located behind or to the side of the PRINCIPAL 

BUILDING  because of the character of the neighborhood where OFF-
STREET PARKING is primarily located in the front of Buildings. The OFF-
STREET PARKING location requirement set forth in Section 7.1.52(A) shall 
therefore only be applicable where it is appropriate to the neighborhood. 
As a result, the OFF-STREET PARKING location requirement shall be 
modified or waived in the course of site plan review or special permit 
approval process in Business A, Business B. Business B-1, Business D, 
Industrial P and Industrial A districts and in any other zoning district 
where the predominant character of the surrounding development consists 
largely of BUILDINGS with parking in the front of the BUILDING . Any such 
modification or wavier shall be based upon the recommendation of the 
Office of Planning & Economic Development. Where OFF-STREET 

PARKING is permitted in the front of Buildings, the Applicant shall 
establish a reasonable buffer between such parking areas and the adjacent 
street and sidewalk, if applicable.  

C. Required OFF-STREET PARKING shall be provided either on the same LOT 
as the PRINCIPAL USE it is intended to serve, or on a LOT that is in the same 
ownership as the PRINCIPAL USE and located within three hundred (300) 
feet of it.  OFF-STREET PARKING may be located on leased property within 
three hundred (300) feet if evidence of an executed lease is presented with 
an application.  

D. OFF-STREET PARKING shall be clearly marked or striped which shall be 
maintained over time.   
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E. Parking required for two (2) or more BUILDINGS or USES may be provided 
in combined OFF-STREET PARKING facilities where such facilities will 
continue to be available for such BUILDINGs or uses. 
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A. Parking lots shall be designed and landscaped to avoid long, uninterrupted 
rows of vehicles by breaking them into separate parking lots divided by 
tree lines, alleys, pedestrian areas, or BUILDINGs.  Parking lots containing 
more than seventy (70) spaces shall be divided into smaller areas by 
landscaped islands at least ten (10) feet wide located no more than one 
hundred and twenty (120) feet apart.   

B. All islands shall be planted with three inch (3”) minimum caliper shade 
trees native to the region or otherwise proven to be able to withstand 
conditions in urban parking lots, with at least one (1) tree for every thirty 
(30) linear feet of island.   

C. Parking lots containing less than sixty (60) spaces shall provide at least 
one (1) three (3) inch minimum caliper shade tree per fifteen (15) spaces. 
In addition, all parking lots and vehicle display areas shall have a 
minimum of a three (3) foot landscaped buffer between the parking lot and 
the abutting sidewalks or STREET.  
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A. OFF-STREET PARKING that adjoins LOTS in Residential Districts shall be 
screened from such Residential LOTS, as follows: 

1. All illumination located in on OFF-STREET PARKING lots shall be 
shielded to avoid shining on abutting or other properties. 

2. Such OFF-STREET PARKING shall use a BUFFER PLANTING STRIP 

consisting of a pervious landscaped surface, at least as wide as 
designated in Table 7-3 for buffers between adjoining ZONING 

DISTRICTs.   

3. Such BUFFER PLANTING STRIP shall be landscaped for its full 
length and width and give maximum protection to an abutting 
property or district while also meeting the requirements for SIGHT 

TRIANGLE AREA described in Section 5.2.70. 
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4. The required screen shall be permanently maintained. It shall 
consist of dense evergreens, or an approved equal, not less than 
four (4) feet in height, and an appropriate wall or solid FENCE, not 
less than four (4) feet in height. (See Figure 7-1)  

 

Figure 7-1 Buffer Planting Strip  

 

B. Residential USES which abut or are across the STREET from an OFF-STREET 

PARKING lot shall be protected from headlight glare by either: 

1. A BUFFER PLANTING STRIP of at least seven (7) feet wide, densely 
planted with shrubs or trees which are at least three (3) feet high at 
the time of planting and which are of a type that may be expected 
to form a year-round dense screen. 

2. Such screening shall be maintained in good condition at all times, 
and may be interrupted by normal entrances or exits. 
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A. OFF-STREET PARKING lots shall be surfaced and properly maintained with 
a suitable durable surface appropriate for the USE of the land, with 
adequate drainage. Parking spaces must be clearly marked and striped.  
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Surfacing, grading, and drainage shall facilitate groundwater recharge in 
order to reduce stormwater runoff.  All parking plans shall be reviewed 
and approved by the DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS.  
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A. Lighting within parking lots shall be on poles of twenty (20) feet 
maximum height, with color corrected lamps and cut-off luminaires 
designed to minimize glare and light pollution.   

B. Design of poles and luminaries shall be compatible with the style of the 
architecture and adjoining streetscape treatment.   
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A. NONCONFORMING parking lots shall be brought into conformity with this 
Section 7.1.30 to the extent practical whenever a Site Plan or Special 
Permit application is filed for either: 

1. The expansion of a USE by more than twenty-five (25) percent 
gross FLOOR AREA, expansion of the parking area by more than 
twenty-five (25) percent of the number of parking spaces or  

2. A new USE that will require an increase of more than twenty-five 
(25) percent in the number of parking spaces. 
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A. Where an application for a BUILDING PERMIT, Site Plan Approval, or 
Special Permit proposes shared parking with one (1) or more other 
separately owned properties and such shared parking has been approved, 
the owners of the properties shall enter into a legal agreement 
guaranteeing access to, use of, and management of designated shared 
parking spaces.   

B. The agreement shall be in a form approved by the City Law Department 
and shall be included as an enforceable condition of any BUILDING 

PERMIT, Site Plan approval, or Special Permit. 
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A.  Parking requirements may be reduced at the discretion of the reviewing 
authority where adjoining parking areas are connected directly to one 
another or to a service road or alley to reduce turning movements onto 
roads. 
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#���#�  Parking stalls for trucks, buses, or other commercial vehicles exceeding either 
seven and a half (7 ½) feet in width or eighteen (18) feet in length shall be located 
at least one hundred (100) feet from the nearest DWELLING UNIT in a residential 
district.   

#���#
  Stalls for such vehicles shall be specifically identified in the site plan, and shall be 
of such dimensions as to accommodate the specified type of vehicle. Such 
vehicles shall be permitted to park only in the stalls so identified and approved. 
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The specific loading requirements for a particular proposed USE shall be established through the 
Special Permit and /or Site Plan Review process based upon the operational characteristics of the 
use.  Within the Business C District, OFF-STREET LOADING shall only be required if it is a 
practical option due to the availability of adequate space in a rear parking lot or alley.   
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�
	�� �%7�4���(���%$��#�*%��)���� �

#�
���  Each loading space shall be not less than ten (10) feet in width, fourteen (14) feet 
in height, and of such length that a truck or trailer occupying such a space shall be 
located entirely on the LOT with the BUILDING  it is to serve, and shall not extend 
into sidewalks or the STREET. 

#�
��
  Loading spaces may not include any of the required parking area. However, 
access ways and aisles may be used in common approaches to both parking areas 
and loading areas where approaches to both parking areas and loading areas are 
adequate for both. 
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A. No area used for OFF-STREET PARKING or vehicle storage shall directly 
abut a STREET unless separated from the STREET or highway by a raised 
curb, planting strip, wall, or other effective barrier. 

B. No LOT shall have more than two (2) access ways to any one (1) public 
STREET for each five hundred (500) feet of FRONTAGE.  ACCESS DRIVES 
must have a minimum of twenty (20) feet width but shall not be more than 
thirty-five (35) feet in width. 

C. Parking stalls in OFF-STREET PARKING lots shall be set back from the 
FRONT LOT LINE, a minimum of three (3) feet to avoid the probability of 
cars backing or otherwise maneuvering on the sidewalk upon entering or 
leaving the stalls. 

D. Curbs shall be provided to prevent MOTOR VEHICLEs from being parked 
within required YARD areas, or beyond the boundaries of the LOT where 
no YARD is required.  

E. In accordance with a Tier 2 Site Plan Review (Section 12.3) the Planning 
Board may authorize, but not require, the owners of adjoining properties 
to establish common driveways under reciprocal easements provided that 
any such Special Permit shall not become effective until the easement has 
been recorded, notwithstanding the provisions above. 
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A. In conformance with Section III-C of the Subdivision Rules and 
Regulations, the Planning Board shall determine the requirements for 
adequate access to each BUILDING . This includes the construction 
characteristics of the access driveways. In no case shall an access 
driveway or DRIVE be less than twenty (20) feet in paved width.  

B. Principal criteria to be considered in this Site Plan Review are: 

1. The distance from each BUILDING  to the nearest way providing 
access. Generally, no rear wall of any BUILDING  shall be more than 
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three hundred (350) feet from a STREET built to City standards and 
no BUILDING  shall exceed three hundred (300) feet in length. 

2. Number of DWELLING UNITs or PARKING SPACES to be served by 
the way. 

3. Accessibility to fire and other emergency or service vehicles. 
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�
��� ����  ��7������:�!��4#!�*%��)���� �

#���
�  Except in the Business D District, no ACCESSORY DRIVE-THROUGH FACILITIES 
shall be located in the REQUIRED FRONT YARD or in any REQUIRED SIDE OR REAR 

YARD abutting a residential district, unless this requirement would make the 
accessory drive-through infeasible. This prohibition applies to STRUCTUREs, 
stacking lanes, and other related facilities  

#���

  This Section shall not prevent ACCESS DRIVES to DRIVE-THROUGH facilities from 
crossing such REQUIRED YARDS to gain access to properly located STRUCTUREs, 
stacking lanes, and other facilities.  
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In order to buffer adjacent land USES of different intensities and promote public health and safety, 
this Section provides standards for fencing, landscaping, screening and buffering design.  The 
screening of OFF-STREET PARKING areas is covered in Section 7.1.   
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#���
�  A Tier 4 Special Permit shall be required for construction of a FENCE greater than 
six (6) feet in height that is located either in a Residential District or within ten 
(10) feet of a LOT LINE of a Residential USE. 

#���

� 8 xcept in a Residential District, a wall or Fence less than six (6) feet in height 
above the finished grade may be permitted in a required Side or Rear Yard. 

#���
�  Residential District Fencing Standards 

A. In a Residential A-1 or A district, no FENCE shall be constructed 
between the front foundation line and the STREET or in a required 
FRONT YARD. 
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B. In a Residential B, B-1 or C district, no FENCE greater than four (4) 
feet in height shall be constructed between the front foundation 
line and the STREET or in a required FRONT YARD. 

C. In all Residential Districts, FENCES, walls and vegetative barriers 
located within the SIGHT TRIANGLE described in Section 5.2.70 
shall comply with the standards in that Section.   

#���
�  In all ZONING DISTRICTS, razor or barbed wire shall not be located along the 
FRONT LOT LINE.  FENCES that abut a Residential USE or that are within a 
Residential DISTRICT shall not contain razor or barbed wire.  

#���
�  Gates must swing inwards at the property line so as not to obstruct the sidewalk or 
right of way.   

#���
�  All FENCES, walls and vegetated barriers shall be properly maintained.  Any 
FENCE, wall or vegetated barrier in disrepair shall be removed or repaired within 
thirty (30) days upon a notice from the BUILDING COMMISSIONER. 
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A. All REFUSE containers for uses other than SINGLE-FAMILY  and TWO-
FAMILY  homes shall meet the following conditions, which may only be 
waived with a Tier 3 Special Permit granted by the Planning Board:  

1. REFUSE containers shall not be visible from the STREET.  

2. REFUSE containers shall be set back from the front property line at 
least as far as the primary STRUCTURE on the property. No REFUSE 
container shall be located in the FRONT YARD unless completely 
screened and not visible from the street.  

3. REFUSE containers shall be enclosed or screened by a STRUCTURE 
constructed out of the same or similar materials to the primary 
STRUCTURE on the property or an approved alternative. The 
enclosure shall screen the containers from view from the public 
way and protect the containers from raccoons, rodents, and other 
pests.  

4. Outdoor REFUSE containers shall not be stored within ten (10) feet 
of exterior windows or doors that open directly onto habitable 
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space within housing units on the basement, ground, or first floors 
of BUILDINGs containing housing.  

#����
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Where two (2) land use districts abut each other, the more intense district use must provide a 
BUFFER PLANTING STRIP when adjacent to residential districts or to less intense residential 
districts.  All DEVELOPMENT must follow the buffer and screening requirements in Table 7-3 and 
illustrated in Figure 7-1.  
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Table 7-3 Buffer Screening between districts 
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ARTICLE 8 OVERLAY DISTRICTS 
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Overlay districts apply special rules to manage land use in specific areas that overlap different 
ZONING DISTRICTs.  These overlay districts are designed to deal with special characteristics of 
each area. The rules for overlay districts apply in addition to the regulations contained in other 
articles of this Ordinance.  Where there is a conflict between the regulations of an overlay district 
and those of the underlying district, the overlay district regulations control. 
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The Neighborhood Commercial Design Overlay District is intended to preserve and enhance 
neighborhood character in those commercial and mixed-use areas of the City that exhibit 
traditional urban character and architecture. 
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Neighborhood Commercial Design Overlay Districts are indicated on the official Springfield 
ZONING MAP. This Section contains general design standards that apply to all locations where a 
Neighborhood Commercial Design Overlay district has been mapped.  In addition to the general 
standards contained herein, the City Council may designate specific design districts in which 
more detailed voluntary design guidelines and/or mandatory design standards apply.   
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'�����  In addition to applicable requirements of the underlying ZONING DISTRICT, the 
following USEs require a Tier 4 Special Permit review. 

A. Any USE involving the new construction, demolition, or exterior 
rehabilitation of a STRUCTURE or any combination of these activities 
totaling more than one thousand (1,000) square feet of FLOOR AREA. 

B. Conversion of residential STRUCTUREs to commercial USES, unless such 
commercial activity qualifies as a HOME BASED BUSINESSES. 

C. MOTOR VEHICLE SALES, MOTOR VEHICLE RENTALS, MOTOR VEHICLE 

SERVICES, MOTOR VEHICLE PAINTING , and PARKING STRUCTURES, if 
allowed by right in the underlying ZONING DISTRICT.  

'����
  The following USES and activities, not covered in Section 8.1.31, shall require a 
Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan Review pursuant to Section 12.2: 
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A. SIGNS as defined in Article 9, and Section 8.1.50. 

B. Changes, excluding maintenance and repair, to an exterior fronting a 
public or private right-of-way, including but not limited to changes in roof 
design, windows and canopy.  
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All proposed uses or activities in a Neighborhood Commercial Design Overlay District are 
subject to the LOT AREA, BUILDING HEIGHT, PARKING and SIGN Regulations of the underlying 
zone, except as noted below. 
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A. At least sixty (60) percent of the FRONTAGE of a LOT, measured in 
percentage of linear feet of the LOT FRONTAGE, shall be occupied by 
BUILDINGS that are set back no more than ten (10) feet from the FRONT 
LOT LINE and that are at least twenty (20) feet in depth. This requirement 
may be waived for additions to existing BUILDINGs where the addition 
does not exceed the setback of the existing BUILDING  or where the 
addition is not visible from any STREET. A deeper setback may be allowed 
for a forecourt when a garden and/or paved terrace is provided  

B. At least thirty (30) percent of all front façades of BUILDINGS shall consist 
of clear glass windows.  Such windows shall be vertically proportioned 
and symmetrically placed.  

'����
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A. All OFF-STREET PARKING areas shall be located behind or to the side of the 
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE on the LOT.  No parking area shall be located 
closer to the FRONT LOT LINE than the front BUILDING  LINE of the 
PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE.   

1. An exception to this requirement is that in Business B-1 District, if 
the PRINCIPAL STRUCTURE is located more than seventy-five (75) 
feet from the FRONT LOT LINE, OFF-STREET PARKING areas may be 
located closer to the FRONT LOT LINE than the BUILDING LINE , but 
no closer than 50 feet from the FRONT LOT LINE.   

B. The required setback from SIDE and REAR LOT LINES specified for OFF-
STREET PARKING areas shall consist entirely of landscaped area, except for 
required access drives. 
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C.  In establishing parking requirements for uses in the Neighborhood 
commercial Design Overlay District, consideration shall be given to the 
City’s goal of making this overlay a “park-once” district where on-street 
and municipal off-street spaces are used to enable customers to use one 
space for multiple destinations.  In order to encourage contributions to an 
in-lieu parking fund, as provided in Section 7.1.62, The City Council may 
establish lower in-lieu parking fees within the Overlay District than 
outside of it. 
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A. The area between a BUILDING  and the FRONT LOT LINE must be hard-
surfaced for use by pedestrians as an extension of the sidewalk as shown 
in Figure 8-1, except that this area may contain tree wells, planting strips 
and gardens.   

B. The BUILDING  walls shall be set back no more than ten (10) feet from the 
FRONT LOT LINE, except that a deeper setback may be allowed for a 
forecourt when a garden and/or paved terrace is provided.  

C. For each one hundred (100) square feet of hard-surface area between the 
BUILDING  and the FRONT LOT LINE at least one of the following amenities 
must be provided.  Figure 8.1 shows examples of these amenities. 
Structures built within two (2) feet of the FRONT LOT LINE are exempt 
from the requirements of this subparagraph:  

1. A bench or other seating; 

2. A tree;  

3. A landscape planter 

4. A bicycle parking facility. 
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Figure 8-1 Pedestrian Amenities 
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On sites located at public STREET right-of-way intersections (corners) within a Neighborhood 
Commercial Design Overlay District. 

A. The primary STRUCTURES shall be within ten (10) feet of both FRONT LOT 

LINES within the first thirty (30) feet from the corner.   

B. At least one of the STREET-facing walls shall be at least forty (40) feet 
long; 

C. The highest point of the BUILDING ’s STREET-facing elevation shall be 
within twenty-five (25) feet of the corner; 
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D. A main entrance into the BUILDING  shall be on a STREET facing wall and 
either at the corner, or within twenty-five (25) feet of the corner; and 

E. No OFF-STREET PARKING is permitted within forty (40) feet of the corner. 

'������ /��	�8	
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A. At least one (1) entrance of the PRINCIPAL BUILDING  shall face the FRONT 

LOT LINE. Where there is more than one (1) FRONT LOT LINE, the entrance 
may face either the FRONT LOT LINE or diagonally towards the corner.  

B. For residential BUILDINGs that have more than one (1) main entrance only 
one (1) entrance must face the FRONT LOT LINE. 

C. Residential Building entrances that face a shared landscaped courtyard, 
landscaped to at least the LANDSCAPING standards in Article 7, are exempt 
from this requirement. 
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A. Where the underlying district is non-residential, the ground floor facing 
the STREET for new STRUCTURES shall be designed for non-residential USE 
by following the requirements for windows and entrance doors in this 
Section 8.1.  This requirement shall not prohibit residential USE of such 
ground floor spaces, but it is intended to make them attractive and 
marketable for non-residential uses as market conditions permit.   

B.  The ground level of the primary STRUCTURE must be visually distinct 
from upper stories. This separation may be provided by: 

1. A cornice above the ground level; 

2. An arcade; 

3. Changes in material or texture; or 

4. A row of clerestory windows on the BUILDING ’S STREET facing 
elevation. 

C. Windows on STREET FRONTAGEs shall comply with the following:    

1. Where the underlying district is non-residential, new facades that 
face a STREET shall maintain a minimum ratio of two-thirds (2/3) 
glass to (1/3) solid material on the ground floor. 
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2. No reflective sheeting or other window blocking techniques shall 
be permitted other than cloth drapery and window shades. 

'����#� ��	�	"���	��9�	�������

A. If there are no existing awnings on the BUILDING  façade that have been 
approved by the City, the proposed new awnings shall meet the following 
standards:    

1. Awnings must project at least three (3) feet from the BUILDING  
wall façade; 

2. Awning covers must be made of durable material that look like 
natural fabric and have a no-gloss sheen;  

3. Awnings may be flat or angled.   
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All roof-mounted equipment, including satellite dishes and other communication equipment, 
excluding solar panels; shall be screened in one of the following ways: 

A. A parapet as tall as the tallest part of the equipment; 

B. A screen around the equipment that is as tall as the tallest part of the 
equipment; or  

C. A set back from the STREET-facing perimeters of the BUILDING  three (3) 
feet for each foot of height of the equipment. 

'����)� (�����

BUILDINGS must have either: 

A. A sloped roof with a pitch no flatter than 6/12; or 

B. A roof with a pitch of less than 6/12 and a cornice that meets the following 
requirements as shown on Figure 8-2. 

1. There must be two (2) parts to the cornice. The top part of the 
cornice must project at least six (6) inches from the face of the 
BUILDING  and be at least two (2) inches further from the face of the 
BUILDING  than the bottom part of the cornice; and 

2. The height of the cornice is based on the height of the BUILDING  as 
follows: 
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a). Buildings ten (10) feet or less in height must have a 
cornice at least twelve (12) inches high. 

b). Buildings greater than ten (10) feet and less than 30 
feet in height must have a cornice at least eighteen (18) 
inches high. 

c). Buildings thirty (30) feet or greater in height must have 
a cornice at least twenty four (24) inches high. 

A
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'�����  POLE SIGNS shall not exceed a height of ten (10) feet and shall not exceed twenty 
(20) square feet per FACE AREA or forty (40) square feet in total DISPLAY AREA for 
a SIGN with two (2) faces. MONUMENT SIGNS mounted on a ground base shall not 
exceed seven (7) feet in height and shall not exceed thirty (30) square feet per 
FACE AREA including the ground base area and shall not exceed sixty (60) square 
feet in total DISPLAY AREA for a SIGN with two (2) FACES.  

'����
  WALL SIGNS may not exceed two (2) square feet per lineal foot of primary 
BUILDING  FRONTAGE associated with the USE and in no case shall the SIGN exceed 
one hundred (100) square feet. In the case of accessory WALL SIGNS on BUILDING  
FRONTAGE on a side STREET or parking area, the SIGN shall not exceed of the size 
of the SIGN facing the primary BUILDING  FRONTAGE.  

'�����  No SIGN shall be internally lit, except for those WINDOW SIGNS complying with 
Section 9.4.90. 
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Figure 8-2 Cornice Design 
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The West Columbus Urban Renewal District is established as an overlay district encompassing 
portions of the Riverfront District. This District is intended to accommodate the DEVELOPMENT 
of riverfront land located within the West Columbus Urban Renewal Area Amendment Number 
3, for retail, commercial, cultural and entertainment activities.  These activities are to be 
conducted in a manner respectful of and in keeping with the natural and aesthetic qualities of the 
Connecticut River for the overall welfare of the general public, consistent with the protection of 
lands owned by the public as a natural resource for OPEN SPACE and park oriented activities. 
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'�
�
�  The amount of land devoted to LANDSCAPING within the West Columbus Avenue 
Urban Renewal District shall be no less than twenty (20) percent.  This percentage 
includes all landscaped areas except for those located within an interior parking 
area.  For LANDSCAPING requirements within the interior parking area, see Section 
7.1. 

'�
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  Landscaped areas shall be enhanced with trees, hedge rows, grass and other 
suitable plantings. All trees required in this section shall meet the following 
standards: 

A. Number:  One (1) tree per 5,000 square feet of landscaped area; 

B. Type:  As approved by the City Forrester; 

C. Minimum Caliper at planning:  Three (3) inches.   

'�
�
�  All grassed areas shall be sod and equipped with an irrigation system. The 
Springfield Redevelopment Authority may waive the sod requirement in favor of 
seeding in areas of minimal public view or use. 
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'�
���  OFF-STREET LOADING and/or unloading space is subject to the requirements found 
in Section 7.2 of this Ordinance, OFF-STREET LOADING and unloading areas shall 
be suitably landscaped and screened. 

'�
��
  No less than ten (10) percent of the aggregate surface area of walls facing a public 
way, facing a SIDE LOT LINE or facing the Connecticut River must be devoted to 
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windows, public balconies and/or entrances with the public provided with access 
thereto wherever practicable. 

'�
���  All exterior BUILDING  materials, including roof materials, colors, wall treatments, 
windows, doors and entrances shall be appropriate for the West Columbus 
Avenue Urban Renewal District. 
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This section is intended to allow for the temporary parking of MOTOR VEHICLEs and for the 
adequate ingress to and egress from the West Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal District by 
MOTOR VEHICLEs, bicycles and pedestrians in an environmentally-sensitive and attractive area. 
There is no minimum OFF-STREET PARKING requirement in the West Columbus Avenue Urban 
Renewal District. 
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A. Interior parking areas. A minimum of five (5) percent of the area of 
interior parking areas, including pedestrian walkways, shall be suitably 
landscaped and curbed. One (1) tree shall be planted for every fifteen (15) 
OFF-STREET PARKING spaces. The specifications found in Section 8.2.22 
shall apply to all tree plantings. 

B. Landscaped islands. The beginning and end of not less than 80% of all 
parking aisles shall be landscaped and curbed. Tree plantings in a 
landscaped island shall count toward the tree planting requirement of 
Section 8.2.22.   The specifications found in Section 8.2.22 shall apply to 
all tree plantings. 

C. Pedestrian walkways. All pedestrian walkways longer than two hundred 
(200) linear feet shall be elevated from all abutting parking areas. A 
BUFFER PLANTING STRIP shall be provided along one side of each 
walkway. BUFFER PLANTING STRIPs shall not be continuous in order to 
allow for pedestrian access to parking areas.  

1. Each BUFFER PLANTING STRIP shall be no less than four (4) feet in 
width and shall be enhanced with shade trees planted no less than 
thirty (30) feet on center.  

2. Tree planting in BUFFER PLANTING STRIP shall count toward the 
tree planting requirement of Section 8.2.22. The specifications  
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found in Section 8.2.22 shall apply to all tree plantings.  Pedestrian 
walkways shall be open air and accessible for pedestrians and the 
handicapped. 

'�
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All parking spaces shall be consistently marked. All parking areas and access driveways shall be 
marked in white color. All crosswalks and similar areas designed for pedestrian activity in an 
OFF-STREET PARKING lot or access driveway shall be marked, at a minimum, by a block ladder 
style in white color. 

'�
����� ��"	�/��!�	"��

All parking lot and driveway SIGNS, both instructional and identification, shall be customized to 
the West Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal District. 

'�
����� ��"2
�	"��

All interior parking areas shall be provided with adequate lighting, but with minimal glare or 
reflection on abutting properties. Pole mounted lighting fixtures shall not exceed a height of 
thirty (30) feet. All interior parking lighting areas shall be illuminated to 0.40 foot candles 
(minimum average on pavement).   

'�
����� 9��7�	"��

All parking areas and driveways shall be appropriately curbed with four (4) inch, Type VB or 
“Cape Cod” style granite curbing unless otherwise approved by the Director of Public Works. 

��������A
�
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'�
���  All SIGN elements shall be blended in a coordinated scheme that is both 
aesthetically sound and reflective of the comprehensive DEVELOPMENT of the 
West Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal District. 

A. Accessory WALL SIGNS. One (1) accessory WALL SIGN is a allowed for 
the PRINCIPAL USE of any STRUCTURE on each side of the STRUCTURE 
facing a public way or used as a designated BUILDING  entrance. All 
accessory WALL SIGNS shall meet the following standards: 

1. Accessory WALL SIGNS shall not exceed two (2) square feet per 
lineal foot of BUILDING  footprint. 

2. Accessory WALL SIGNS may be illuminated. 
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3. Accessory WALL SIGNS shall not be perpendicular to the 
STRUCTURE or the BUILDING . 

B. A multiple BUILDING  parcel may have an accessory GROUND SIGN for 
every four hundred and ninety-five (495) linear feet of FRONTAGE along 
West Columbus Avenue from the south side of West Union Street to the 
north side of West Broad Street. The distance between the accessory 
GROUND SIGNS permitted hereunder shall be incorporated in the master 
SIGN plan. An accessory GROUND SIGN shall meet the following standards: 

1. Size. Accessory GROUND SIGNS shall not exceed one hundred fifty 
(150) square feet per face area. 

2. Height. Accessory GROUND SIGNS shall not exceed a height of 
forty (40) feet. 

3. Illumination. Accessory GROUND SIGNS may be illuminated. 

C. Permanent or temporary accessory ROOF SIGNS, NON-ACCESSORY SIGNS, 
blinking and flashing light SIGNS and all other SIGNS not specifically 
prohibited shall be permitted with the approval of the Springfield 
Redevelopment Authority.  

D. TEMPORARY SIGNS, banners and exterior promotional materials are 
permitted, subject to the applicable provisions of this Ordinance with 
respect to TEMPORARY SIGNS. 

��������A
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All new construction and exterior rehabilitation proposed to be carried out within the West 
Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal District shall be subject to the Site Plan Review process set 
forth in Section 4.3 of the West Columbus Avenue Urban Renewal Plan, as amended. Copies of 
the Urban Renewal Plan are available in the offices of the Law Department. 

��������A
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The Flood Plain District is an overlay district and includes all special flood hazard areas shown 
on the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (F.I.R.M.) effective June 17, 1991, which is part of this 
Ordinance and which is on file in the offices of the City Clerk, Office of Planning & Economic 
Development, and Building Department. These maps are incorporated herein by reference. 
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The following requirements apply in the Flood Plain District: 

'���
�  Any construction, DEVELOPMENT, or grading of any nature or description within 
the Flood Plain District shall not be commenced until an application for a Tier 3 
Special Permit Review has been approved by the Planning Board.  

'���

  Application to the Planning Board for a Special Permit shall be accompanied by a 
plan which shall show the following: 

A. Boundaries and dimensions of the area involved. 

B. The location, dimensions and mean sea level of the lowest habitable floor, 
including basement of existing and proposed BUILDINGs and STRUCTURE 
thereon, and the elevation to which the STRUCTURE has been flood-
proofed. 

C. All plans shall show two (2) foot contour intervals and contours shall be 
delineated within two hundred (200) feet of the proposed construction. 

D. When neighboring communities are affected by altered or relocated 
watercourses, said communities and the Massachusetts Division of Water 
Resources shall be notified prior to the commencement of such activity.  
Submit copies of said notification to Federal Insurance Agency (F.I.A.) 

E. All permits required by Federal or State Law, including Section 404 of the 
Federal Water Pollution Control Act, Amendments of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 
1334, have been or are in the process of being obtained. 

F. Any other information as is deemed necessary by the SPECIAL PERMIT 

GRANTING AUTHORITY to indicate the complete physical characteristics of 
the area and the proposed construction and/or grading thereof. 

'���
�  Plans shall be prepared by a Professional Engineer or Land Surveyor registered in 
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts and shall show and make adequate 
provisions for the following: 

A. The protection, preservation and maintenance of the water table and water 
recharge areas. 

B. The preservation and maintenance of the natural stream channel plus 
sufficient width of overbank areas for the passage of one hundred (100) 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance January 2011 

 

Section 8.3 Floodplain Overlay District Page 194 

year flood flows so as not to increase the one hundred (100) year flood 
water surface elevation more than one (1) foot at any point within the 
community. 

C. The retention of existing floodwater storage capacity. 

D. Prevention of flotation, collapse and movement of STRUCTUREs. 

E. Prevention of flood damage to public utilities including sewer, water, gas, 
and electric. 

F. Within Zones A1-30, all new construction and alterations or additions (the 
cost of which alterations or additions equals or exceeds fifty (50) percent 
of the present market value of the existing STRUCTURE) of residential and 
nonresidential STRUCTUREs shall have the lowest floor including basement 
elevated to or above the base flood elevation (the one hundred (100) year 
flood elevation designated on the FIRM) or in the case of nonresidential 
STRUCTUREs the lowest floor, including basement, be dry flood proofed to 
or above one hundred (100) year flood level, and with attendant utility and 
sanitary facilities be designed so that below the one hundred (100) year 
flood level, the STRUCTURE is water tight. 

G. Within Zone A, in the absence of F.I.A. base flood elevation data, the 
applicant shall obtain and submit other available data from a Federal, State 
or other source as criteria for requiring that any new construction 
alteration or addition of residential STRUCTUREs, shall have the lowest 
floor including basement, elevated to or above the one hundred (100) year 
flood level and any new construction, alteration or addition of 
nonresidential STRUCTURE shall  have the lowest floor, including 
basement, elevated or flood proofed to or above the one hundred (100) 
year flood level. 

H. Where watertight flood proofing of a STRUCTURE is permitted, a 
professional engineer or architect registered in the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts shall certify that the methods used are adequate to 
withstand the flood depths, pressures and velocities, impact and uplift 
force and other factors associated with the one hundred (100) year flood. 

I. Located within the Flood Plain District are areas designated as floodways.  
Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous area due to the velocity of 
Flood Waters which carry debris, potential projectiles, and erosion 
potential, the following provisions shall apply: 
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1. Encroachment, including fill, new construction, any alteration or 
addition and other DEVELOPMENT shall be prohibited unless 
certification by the engineer, surveyor or architect is provided 
demonstrating that encroachments shall not result in any increase 
in flood levels during the occurrence of one hundred (100) year 
flood, and the Board of Appeals is satisfied that the encroachment 
will not derogate from the intent of this section of the by-law. 

2. If Section 8.3.23. I.1 above is satisfied, all new construction and 
any alteration or addition shall comply with all provisions of 
Section 8.3.20. 

3. Within fourteen (14) days after receipt of the application by the 
Board of Appeals, the Board shall transmit copies thereof, together 
with copies of the accompanying plan to the Board of Health, 
Engineering Department and the Conservation Commission or any 
other agency.  Such agencies shall investigate the application and 
report in writing their recommendation to the Board of Appeals. 

4. The Board of Appeals shall not take final action on such 
application until it has received a written report from the above 
agencies or until forty-five (45) days have elapsed without receipt 
of said reports. 

��������A
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This Ordinance does not imply that land outside the areas of the Flood Plain District or uses 
permitted within such district will be free from flooding or flood damage.  This by-law shall not 
create liability on the part of the CITY  or by any official thereof for any flood damage that may 
result from reliance on this Ordinance or any administrative decision lawfully made there-under. 

��������A
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MOBILE HOMES and MOBILE HOME PARKS are not permitted within the Flood Plain District. 
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ARTICLE 9 SIGN REGULATIONS 

��������,
�� �
������

SIGNS are a highly visible and necessary means of communicating information.  SIGNS play an 
important role for businesses to advertise their goods and services.  SIGNS may be one of the most 
visible and apparent aspects of a City's character. SIGNS may create an impression on residents and 
visitors and they provide an indication of the commercial health of business areas and the City as a 
whole. The purposes of this section are:  

·  To promote the safety and welfare of residents, businesses and visitors;  

·  To encourage the effective use of SIGNS as a means of communicating, information and 
advertising products and services;  

·  To promote economic health of the City and its businesses, organizations and institutions so 
they can successfully identify themselves; 

·  To enhance the safety of all traffic participants by preventing SIGN overload and clutter;  

·  To foster free and effective expression and advertising through creative design; and 

·  To maintain and enhance the built environment and the character of the City.  

��������,
	� ��*���������

For the purposes of this Article, the following terms shall have the following meanings. The terms 
defined below are capitalized in the following parts of this Article in addition to the terms defined in 
Article 2.   

 

AWNING SIGN.  An AWNING SIGN is a SIGN which is located on or is part of an awning.  As used in 
this Ordinance, an awning consists of cloth or non-translucent material affixed to the exterior of a 
BUILDING  by a permanent STRUCTURE that may be retractable; extending at least three (3) feet from 
the exterior wall; and providing shade and rain cover for pedestrians and visitors to the BUILDING .   

 

BILLBOARD SIGN.  SEE NON-ACCESSORY SIGN. 

 

BULLETIN BOARD SIGN.  A GROUND or WALL SIGN of permanent character, but with movable letters, 
words or numerals, indicating the names of persons associated with, or events conducted upon, or 
products or services offered upon the premises upon which such SIGN is maintained.   
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CANOPY SIGN.  A SIGN that is affixed to the exterior surface of a BUILDING  with rigid, non-
retractable STRUCTURE covered by a membrane that extends less than three (3) feet from the 
BUILDING .   

 

CHANGING IMAGE SIGN.  A SIGN using digital, electronic or other methods to create an image that 
changes.  A digital display of time, temperature, or fuel prices shall not be considered a CHANGING 

IMAGE SIGN. See 9.3.70.   

 

CONSTRUCTION SIGN. A SIGN denoting the architect, builder, owner, or other business concern 
connected with a duly authorized building construction project located on the same lot with such 
building. 

 

DIRECTIONAL SIGN.  A SIGN directing or guiding vehicles or people to entrances, exits or parking.   

 

DIRECTORY SIGN.  A SIGN that lists the tenants within a non-residential building.  Such SIGN may be 
either a GROUND SIGN or a WALL SIGN.   

 

DISPLAY AREA.  The area of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle or combination thereof 
that will encompass the extreme limit of any writing, emblem, representation, or other display used 
to differentiate the SIGN from the backdrop or STRUCTURE against which it is placed.  The DISPLAY 

AREA shall not include supporting bracing or framework which is not an integral part of the SIGN 
design.   

 

Where there is more than a single SIGN face, the DISPLAY AREA shall be defined as the one face of 
the SIGN.  Figures 9-1 and 9-2 illustrate how to measure DISPLAY AREA.  In the case of a GROUND 

SIGN, the entire STRUCTURE shall be considered an integral part of the background except for the 
pole supports.   See also Section 9.8 for MONUMENT SIGN measurement information.   
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Figure 9-1 Display Area of Wall Sign 

 

Display Area = A x B 

T E X T A 

B 
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Figure 9-2 Display Area of Internally Lit Wall Sign 

 

 

Backlit Display Area = C x D 

T E X T 
C 
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Figure 9-3 Display Area of Ground Sign 

 

 

ERECTING.  Any installing, constructing, reconstructing, replacing, relocating or extending of a SIGN, 
but ERECTING shall not include repairing, maintaining, re-lettering, or repainting of an existing SIGN.  

 

GROUND SIGN.  A non-portable SIGN not affixed to any BUILDING  but constructed in a permanently 
fixed location on the ground with its own support STRUCTURE.  GROUND SIGNS include POLE SIGNS 

and MONUMENT SIGNS.   GROUND SIGNS can include menus for drive through establishments that are 
posted to indicate drive through services.   

T E X T  

T E X T  

T E X T  

Display Area = (A x B) + (C x D) + (E x F) 

(Regardless of internal lighting) 
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B 

A 
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Figure 9-4 Display Area of Ground Sign with Changing Image Sign 

 

 

IDENTIFICATION SIGN.  A  SIGN other than a BULLETIN BOARD SIGN indicating the name of a 
permitted use, the name or address of a BUILDING , or the name of the management thereof. 

 

INDIVIDUAL LETTER SIGN.  A WALL SIGN consisting of individual letters mounted to a BUILDING  
surface without any background or frame.  

INFORMATIONAL SIGN.  A SIGN erected to provide direction or guidance, including, but not limited to 
the following:   

E 

B T E X T  

Changing Image  

T E X T  

Display Area = (A x B) + (C x D) + (E x F) 

(Changing image display area maximum 24 
square feet) 

A 

F 

D 
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·  Necessary for the safety and direction of vehicular and pedestrian traffic;  

·  To identify handicapped parking and access;  

·  To give direction to a public service facility or accommodation; an official inspection station 

·  To display a STREET name or number or a house, block, unit or BUILDING  number; 

·  If required for occupational safety and health reasons;  

·  To prohibit trespassing, hunting, or specified activities on private property.  

 

MENU SIGN for DRIVE THROUGH establishments.  A GROUND SIGN that displays the items and prices 
for sale at a DRIVE THROUGH establishment.  See Table 9-2. 

 

MESSAGE BOARD.  A SIGN or portion thereof with characters, letters, or illustrations that can be 
changed or rearranged without altering the face or the surface of the SIGN.   

 

MONUMENT SIGN.  A form of a GROUND SIGN which is attached to and in contact with the ground 
over the full width of its DISPLAY AREA.  

 

NEON SIGN.  A SIGN which features exposed glass tubing filled with fluorescent gas.  

 

NON-ACCESSORY SIGN.  A SIGN which advertises a business, service, product, commodity, 
entertainment or similar object or activity which is conducted sold or offered on a LOT other than the 
LOT on which the SIGN is ERECTED.  These are also known as Billboard, off-site SIGNS or off-
premise SIGNS.   

 

POLE SIGN.  A GROUND SIGN that is supported by one (1) or more columnar uprights.  The term 
POLE SIGN is used in this Ordinance, but this SIGN type may be known as “pylon sign” or 
“freestanding sign”.   

 

PORTABLE SIGN.  Any SIGN not permanently attached to the ground, mounted on wheels or to a 
BUILDING  or permanent STRUCTURE, which is designed to be portable such as an A-frame, H-frame 
or T-frame SIGN placed on the surface of the ground or temporarily staked into the ground.  
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PROFESSIONAL SIGN.  A SIGN indicating the name and occupation of a professional person or group 
of associated professional persons. 

 

PROJECTING SIGN.  A SIGN which is permanently affixed to the exterior surface of a BUILDING  or 
STRUCTURE with the DISPLAY AREA positioned perpendicular to the wall to which the SIGN is 
mounted.  

 

ROOF SIGN.  A SIGN which is painted, mounted or in any way projected above the parapet or above 
the lowest point of the eaves of a BUILDING  or STRUCTURE, not including any SIGN defined as a 
WALL SIGN and not including any WALL SIGN mounted on a vertical BUILDING  located above the 
eaves or parapet of any lower portion or wing of a BUILDING .  

 

SECONDARY WALL SIGN.  A SIGN which is affixed to the Wall of a BUILDING  other than the front 
wall that faces the public STREET.  For CORNER LOTs, the STREET with the higher volume of traffic 
shall be the FRONTAGE. 

 

SIGN.  Any symbol, design or device used to identify or advertise any place, business, product, 
activity, service, person, idea or statement.  

 

TEMPORARY SIGNS OR BANNERS.  A SIGN which is not permanently affixed to a BUILDING  or 
mounted in the ground.  Such SIGNS may consist of banners, posters, pennants, streamers or stakes in 
the ground that contain a commercial or non-commercial advertising message.  Signs that stay in 
place for more than sixty (60) days or replaced by similar SIGNS for periods exceeding sixty (60) 
days shall not be considered TEMPORARY SIGNS.  Banners, flags, streamers or other decorations that 
do not convey commercial information shall not be considered to be TEMPORARY SIGNS.   

 

TRAFFIC PARTICIPANT.  A driver of a MOTOR VEHICLE, passenger, bicyclist, or pedestrian who 
travels on a public STREET.   

 

WALL SIGN.  A SIGN which permanently affixed to a vertical exterior surface of a BUILDING  or 
STRUCTURE with the DISPLAY AREA positioned parallel with the wall to which the SIGN is mounted, 
and including such a SIGN affixed to a parapet or to the lower slope of a gambrel or mansard roof.  

 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance January 2011 

 

Section 9.2 Signs Prohibited in All Districts Page 207 

WINDOW SIGN.  A SIGN, picture, symbol or message visible for longer than sixty (60) continuous 
days from the window’s exterior side, either hung or otherwise attached directly to the inside of a 
window, not including any part of a customary window display of merchandise or other product.  
SIGNS hung on the exterior of a window are WALL SIGNS.  WINDOW SIGNS that are painted onto the 
window may continue for longer than sixty (60) continuous days in accordance with the standards in 
Section 9.4. 

��������,
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Any SIGN ERECTED in violation of this Ordinance is prohibited, except that SIGNS erected by the City 
shall be exempt from these prohibitions.  These prohibitions shall not apply to any SIGN that 
expresses religious, political, or other opinions or are otherwise considered to be “speech” under the 
First Amendment of the United States Constitution.  The following types of SIGNS are prohibited in 
all Districts.  

��������,
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SIGNS ERECTED on utility poles, traffic SIGNS, WIRELESS COMMUNICATION  TOWERs, FENCEs, trees, 
shrubs or other natural features except for SIGNS erected by the governmental entity or utility 
company which owns such structures. 
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Except as permitted in Section 9.9 below. 
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)�
���  Signs erected within or above a STREET right-of-way or affixed to public property 
except for which written approval has been issued by the DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC 

WORKS or its designee.  

)�
��
  The Planning Board may adopt and from time to time amend policies and regulations 
regarding SIGNS within or above a STREET or affixed to public property.  

��������,
�
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SIGNS designed to be transported by means of wheels, and SIGNS attached to or painted on vehicles 
parked and visible from a STREET or a right of way customarily used by the general public, unless 
said vehicle is registered and used, as a vehicle, in the normal day-to-day operations of the business, 
in accordance with Title 10 of the Municipal Ordinances.   

��������,
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Signs shall not project more than twelve inches (12”) above the top of the roof peak or roof line.   
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Except as specifically provided in Article 9, any SIGN consisting of or containing pennants; ribbons; 
streamers; spinners; balloons; strings of lights not associated with a religious holiday  or seasonal 
celebration; flags other than those located on City property that identify a nation, state, city or town.    
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Any SIGN or advertising device which due to its shape or combination and arrangement of colors 
and/or words resemble traffic SIGNS and traffic control devices.  
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Any SIGN which in any way creates a hazard to traffic obscures or confuses traffic controls or blocks 
safe sight distance. Any SIGN which in any way obstructs free entrance or egress from a door, 
window or fire escape.  
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�
,�� ��#� �(����5%�$���$�
 ����

Any SIGN advertising or identifying a business, service, product, commodity, entertainment or 
similar object or activity which has been ABANDONED.  Such SIGN shall be removed within thirty 
(30) days after notice by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER.   
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Any SIGN that depicts, describes or relates to nudity or sexual conduct as defined in M.G.L. Ch. 272, 
Section 31, and that is visible from the outside of a BUILDING .  

��������,
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Except where stated otherwise, the following provisions shall apply to SIGNS in all ZONING 

DISTRICTs.  
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No SIGN shall be painted or drawn directly upon any BUILDING .  Any SIGNS to be painted or posted 
upon a BUILDING  must be securely affixed to a substantial intermediate removable surface, and such 
surface shall be securely affixed to the wall of the BUILDING . This shall not prevent painting or 
drawing murals or other public art directly on an exterior wall of a building.   

��������,
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)���
�  No SIGN(s) shall be attached, erected or otherwise installed on any property without 
first obtaining a SIGN PERMIT from the BUILDING DEPARTMENT, as provided in 
Section 9.5, except as otherwise specifically permitted in this Ordinance.  Signs 
within the Neighborhood Commercial Overlay and the West Columbus Urban 
Renewal Overlay are also regulated in Article 8.   
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  SIGNS shall be constructed of durable and weatherproof materials. They shall be 
maintained in safe structural condition and good visual appearance at all times and no 
SIGN shall be left in a dangerous or defective state.  

)���
�  All electrical equipment associated with a SIGN shall be installed and maintained in 
accordance with the National Electrical Code. The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall 
have the authority to inspect any SIGN and order the owner to paint, repair or remove 
a SIGN which constitutes a hazard, or a nuisance due to improper or illegal 
installation, dilapidation, obsolescence or inadequate maintenance. The BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER may require removal of SIGNS if the USE has been ABANDONED as 
provided in Section 9.3.100.   
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)�����  A SHOPPING CENTER will be allowed the following SIGNS: 

A. One (1) multi-faced GROUND SIGN at each major STREET providing access to 
the property identifying the SHOPPING CENTER.  The DISPLAY AREA on such a 
sign shall not exceed two hundred (200) square feet if the BUILDING  
FOOTPRINT is one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet or less.  If the 
BUILDING  FOOTPRINT exceeds one hundred thousand (100,000) square feet, 
the DISPLAY AREA shall not exceed three hundred (300) square feet. 

B. WALL SIGNS may be placed on top of covered walkways in front of 
BUILDINGS, provided they do not project more than two (2'-0") feet above the 
main roof line. 

��������,
�
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Permitted SIGNS that are attached to a BUILDING  shall be located at the specific portion of the 
BUILDING  or its facade directly associated with the USE for which SIGN is allowed. 

��������,
�
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)�����  No SIGN shall incorporate or be lit by flashing or blinking lights, or by lights 
changing in intensity except as permitted herein.   

)����
  When a SIGN is lit by an external source the illumination of a SIGN shall not interfere 
with the safe vision of any TRAFFIC PARTICIPANT.  

)�����  The DISPLAY AREA of an illuminated SIGN shall not exceed an average luminance of 
fifty (50) foot-candles measured directly on the surface of the SIGN.    
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)�����  Light Fixtures including bulb or tubes used for SIGN illumination shall be selected 
and positioned to achieve the desired brightness of the SIGN with the minimum 
possible wattage, while ensuring compliance with all applicable requirements of this 
Ordinance.   

)�����  The following types of SIGNS with internal illumination shall be permitted, provided 
that they comply with all applicable standards 

A. NEON SIGNS, subject to Section 9.4.130. 

B. HALO INDIVIDUAL LETTER SIGNS or symbols, back-lit with a concealed light 
source, which create a halo effect in which the letters or symbols are 
silhouetted against a solid background, illuminated by the light source, as 
shown in Figure 9-5. 
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Figure 9-5 Halo Lettering  

 

 

 

Figure 9-6 Back-lit Canopy 

 

C. Internally illuminated CANOPY SIGNS with the light source internal or 
concealed from public view from the STREET as shown in Figure 9-6.  

1. AWNINGS may be lit by a fixed exterior light.   

2. CANOPY SIGNS may be made of a translucent material.   

3. Internally illuminated CANOPY SIGNS shall not be permitted in the 
Neighborhood Commercial Overlay and the West Columbus Urban 
Renewal Overlay.   

 



Springfield Zoning Ordinance January 2011 

 

Section 9.3 General Sign Regulations Page 212 

Figure 9-7 Internal Illumination with Channel Lette rs 

 

 

 

D. Internally illuminated SIGNS with “Channel” letter faces 

1. Internally illuminated or SIGNS with cutout translucent letter 
surfaces which are internally illuminated with a light source as 
shown in Figure 9-7.  

2. Such SIGNS shall not be permitted in the following Districts (Res 
A-1, Res A, Res B, and Res C).   

 E.  Internally illuminated SIGNS.   

1. Such SIGNS shall not be permitted in the following Residential 
Districts (Res A-1, Res A, Res B and Res C).   

2. Such Signs shall not be permitted in the Neighborhood Commercial 
Overlay District.   
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Figure 9-8 Certain Display Area Measurements 

 

)������ :���"�����&��2�������"	���

The maximum surface area visible at one time of a spherical, three dimensional, irregular shaped or 
three (3) or more sided SIGN is counted to determine DISPLAY AREA.  Figure 9-8 illustrates how a 
spherical or round sign DISPLAY AREA would be calculated.  

)����
� ��"	���	���1����/�
�������

When a SIGN is on a base material and attached without a frame, such as a wood board or Plexiglas 
panel, the dimensions of the base material are to be used in calculating the DISPLAY AREA. 

 

�����

	�

Display Area = (3.14) x R2 
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A. When SIGNS are constructed of individual elements attached to a BUILDING  
wall, the DISPLAY AREA is determined by calculating the area of an imaginary 
rectangle drawn around the SIGN elements. See Figures 9-1 and 9-2. 

B. However, if the SIGN is internally illuminated or has a border, the DISPLAY 

AREA includes the SIGN elements, the internally illuminated area, and/or the 
bordered area.   

��������,
�
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CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs that change or rearrange characters or letters or illustrations must comply 
with the following regulations.  DISPLAY AREA calculations of a GROUND SIGN that includes a 
CHANGING IMAGE SIGN are shown in Figure 9-4.   

)���#�  CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs shall not flash, rotate, make noise; sparkle, twinkle or 
purposely reflect sunlight; move, or give the illusion that the SIGN is moving. 

)���#
  CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs are limited to a DISPLAY AREA of twenty-four (24) square 
feet.  CHANGING IMAGE SIGNS may be increased in size with a Special Permit from 
the City Council in accordance with Section 9.12. 

)���#�  The images and characters on CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs may not move or refresh at a 
rate faster than once every one (1) minute, except with a special permit by City 
Council.  

)���#�  No CHANGING IMAGE SIGN shall be permitted less than five (5) feet from the inside of 
a window facing a STREET, PUBLIC WAY or public pedestrian way.   

)���#�  CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs shall be used to display information about on-premise uses 
or activities only and shall not contain information about off premise uses, activities 
or businesses.   

)���#�� CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs are not permitted in the Neighborhood Commercial Overlay. �

)���##� CHANGING IMAGE SIGNs are prohibited in all residential zoning districts.����
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The following SIGNS do not require a SIGN PERMIT or Special Permit; nevertheless such SIGNS shall 
comply with Sections 9.2 and 9.3 above unless specifically provided otherwise in this section.  If 
SIGNS listed in Section 9.4 are part of a project where Site Plan Review or Special Permit Review is 
required, they will be reviewed as part of those review procedures.   
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A SIGN associated with on-premise AGRICULTURAL USES as referenced in Section 3 of M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, offering for sale produce and other farm products.  Such SIGN may be a PORTABLE 

SIGN.  

��������,
&
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One SIGN on the LOT of a DEVELOPMENT project identifying the proposed BUILDING , the owner or 
intended occupant and the contractor, architect and engineers. Its DISPLAY AREA shall not to exceed 
sixteen (16) square feet in the Residential and Commercial A Districts, or forty (40) square feet in 
any other District. Such SIGNS shall not be illuminated, shall not be ERECTED prior to the issuance of 
a BUILDING PERMIT, and shall be removed upon completion of the construction or prior to issuance 
of the OCCUPANCY PERMIT, whichever occurs sooner.  

��������,
&
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)�����  One DIRECTORY SIGN listing the name and location of the occupants of a BUILDING  
may be ERECTED on the exterior wall of a BUILDING  at each entrance or at one other 
appropriate location on the wall of a BUILDING , provided that:  

A. In the Business and Industrial Districts the DISPLAY AREA  shall not exceed 
two (2) square feet for each occupant identified on the directory SIGN, nor 
more than a total of twenty-four (24) square feet; and  

B. In any other ZONING DISTRICT the DISPLAY AREA shall not exceed one (1) 
square foot for each occupant identified on the directory SIGN, nor more than 
a total of twelve (12) square feet. Such SIGNS shall not be illuminated.  

��������,
&
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Fuel pump SIGNS located on service station fuel pumps identifying the name or type of fuel and price 
thereof.  
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SIGNS, including PORTABLE SIGNS, ERECTED and maintained by the City, the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, or the Federal Government on any land, BUILDING  or STRUCTURE in use by such 
governmental entity do not require a SIGN PERMIT. Any other SIGNS erected by such governmental 
entity at any location required for public or environmental health, safety or notification purposes, or 
announcing the date, time and place of elections or other events.  

��������,
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)�����  Unless otherwise specified herein, a DIRECTIONAL SIGN may be ERECTED on a LOT 
consistent with applicable regulations in this Section.  A Directional Sign shall 
conform to the following standards unless permitted as part of a Site Plan or Special 
Permit Review in accordance with Article 12:  

A. The maximum height of a DIRECTIONAL SIGN is four (4) feet as measured 
from average grade; 

B. The DISPLAY AREA of a DIRECTIONAL SIGN shall not exceed ten (10) square 
feet.   

)����
   No more than three (3) DIRECTIONAL SIGNS are allowed for each USE on a LOT, 
unless approved by Special Permit in accordance with Section 9.12, or unless allowed 
as part of a Site Plan or Special Permit Review in accordance with Article 12. 

)�����  INFORMATIONAL SIGNS shall not be internally illuminated, nor advertise, identify or 
promote any business, business service, product, commodity, entertainment or 
commercial activity.   

)�����  The DISPLAY AREA of INFORMATIONAL SIGNS shall not exceed six (6) square feet. 

��������,
&
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An eating or drinking establishment may display a copy of its menu affixed to an exterior wall or 
placed inside a window of the restaurant.  The maximum DISPLAY AREA of the menu shall be two 
(2) square feet.  

��������,
&
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 For Sale, Rent or Lease SIGNS shall not require a SIGN PERMIT provided that their DISPLAY AREA 

does not exceed twenty (20) square feet for property located in Commercial A, Business, A, 
Business B, Business B-1, Business C, Business D or Industrial Districts and four (4) square feet for 
property located in any other district. In a Residential District, one (1) For Sale, Rent or Lease SIGN 
shall be allowed per LOT, and one (1) such SIGN shall be permitted for each business or 
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establishment in any other ZONING DISTRICT.  Such a SIGN shall not be illuminated. Such SIGN may 
be a PORTABLE SIGN and it shall be removed immediately following the closing of a sale, lease or 
rental agreement.  

��������,
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WINDOW SIGNS, other than a NEON WINDOW SIGN, in the Commercial A, Business A, Business B, 
Business C, Business D, and Industrial Districts, provided that their aggregate DISPLAY AREA  covers 
no more than fifty (50) percent of the window in which they are ERECTED. Such SIGN shall not be 
illuminated. WINDOW SIGNS promoting a public service or charitable event shall not be calculated in 
the allowable 50 percent.  WINDOW SIGNS in the above ZONING DISTRICTS that occupy more than 
fifty (50) percent of the window area are permitted with a SIGN PERMIT.   

��������,
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Internally displayed NEON WINDOW SIGNS in the Business and Industrial Districts, are allowed 
without a SIGN PERMIT, provided that the DISPLAY AREA does not exceed ten (10) square feet or 
cover more than fifty (50) percent of the window in which they are ERECTED, whichever is less. 
There shall be not more than one (1) such SIGN allowed per PRINCIPAL USE. NEON SIGNS in the 
above ZONING DISTRICTS that do not meet this square footage, or occupy more than fifty (50) 
percent of the window area are permitted with a SIGN PERMIT.   

��������,
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Unless specifically exempted from the Sign Permit requirement by Section 9.4, all SIGNS shall 
require a SIGN PERMIT from the BUILDING COMMISSIONER and no such SIGN shall be ERECTED 
except in conformity with such a SIGN PERMIT and in the exact location and manner described in the 
SIGN PERMIT.  SIGNS which have been approved under a Site Plan and/or a Special Permit Review 
shall be entitled to a SIGN PERMIT from the BUILDING COMMISSIONER, provided that the proposed 
SIGN complies with the Site Plan or Special Permit approval.   

��������,
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)�����  All applications for SIGNS requiring a SIGN PERMIT shall be made to the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER in such form as he may require and such applications shall include at 
least:  

A. The location, by STREET number, or PARCEL NUMBER, of the proposed SIGN;  

B.  The name and address of the SIGN owner and the owner of the LOT where the 
SIGN is to be ERECTED, if other than the SIGN owner;  

C. Scale drawing showing the proposed construction, method of installation or 
support, colors, display, dimensions, location of the SIGN on the site, and 
method of illumination;  
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D. Other pertinent information as the BUILDING COMMISSIONER may require to 
ensure compliance with the Ordinance and any other applicable law; and  

E. The application must be signed by the owner of the SIGN and the owner of the 
LOT where the SIGN is to be ERECTED. The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall 
have the authority to reject any SIGN PERMIT application which is not 
complete when submitted.  

��������,
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The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall approve or disapprove any application for a SIGN PERMIT within 
thirty (30) days of receipt of the application unless such SIGNS require a Special Permit or Site Plan 
Review. If the BUILDING COMMISSIONER should fail to approve or disapprove an application for a 
SIGN PERMIT within such thirty (30) day period, the application shall be deemed to be approved.  

��������,
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The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall establish and from time to time review a SIGN PERMIT fee which 
shall be published as part of a SIGN PERMIT application form.  
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The SIGNS described in this Section 9.6 are allowed subject to the issuance of SIGN PERMIT by 
the Building Commissioner as provided in Section 9.5. 
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The following SIGNS are permitted within Residential A, A-1, B, C and OS ZONING DISTRICTs:  

)�����   PROFESSIONAL SIGNS:  One (1) double-faced PROFESSIONAL SIGN is permitted for 
each separate ACCESSORY USE with a maximum area of one hundred forty-four (144) 
square inches.  It may be an illuminated SIGN.  The maximum height is six (6) feet.  
The SIGN shall conform to the YARD requirements of the district within which it is 
located. 

)����
   BULLETIN BOARD SIGN:  One (1) BULLETIN BOARD SIGN is allowed for each side of a 
LOT fronting on a STREET in conjunction with the following USES:  Churches, other 
places of worship, school BUILDINGs, public libraries, municipal BUILDINGs, and 
similar public or charitable uses.  The maximum DISPLAY AREA shall be twenty-four 
(24) square feet.  The SIGN height shall not exceed six (6) feet if such a SIGN is a 
GROUND SIGN.  Such a SIGN may be illuminated. 

)�����   IDENTIFICATION SIGNS.  For Single and TWO-FAMILY  residential USES in any ZONING 

DISTRICT, one WALL  SIGN  on a LOT identifying the occupants of the DWELLING 
and/or any other USE which is conducted on the LOT and is permitted in a Residential 
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District. In a Residential District, one WALL  SIGN on a LOT identifying a 
NONCONFORMING USE  is allowed. All such SIGNS shall not exceed one (1) square feet 
of DISPLAY AREA and shall not be illuminated, except when coincidental to the 
illumination of a BUILDING , driveway or similar feature.  

)�����   Multi-family dwelling SIGNS .  A SIGN identifying the name of an APARTMENT 

BUILDING  with more than six (6) DWELLING UNITS, not exceeding twelve (12) square 
feet in Display Area . If a GROUND SIGN, its height shall not exceed four (4) feet 
above ground level and if mounted to the exterior wall of a BUILDING  no portion 
thereof shall be higher than four (4) feet from the ground.  

��������,
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)���
�  PROFESSIONAL SIGNS.  One (1) illuminated identification SIGN is allowed for each 
BUILDING .  The maximum DISPLAY AREA of such a SIGN is thirty-two (32) square 
feet. A GROUND SIGN shall be located at least ten (10) feet from the FRONT LOT LINE. 

)���

  Commercial USES.  Any SIGNS erected in conjunction with a commercial USE allowed 
in this district shall conform to the dimensional standards in Section 9.8.  

)���
�   Multi-family dwelling SIGNS .  A SIGN identifying the name of an APARTMENT 

BUILDING  with more than six (6) DWELLING UNITS, not exceeding twelve (12) square 
feet in Display Area . If a GROUND SIGN, its height shall not exceed four (4) feet 
above ground level and if mounted to the exterior wall of a BUILDING  no portion 
thereof shall be higher than four (4) feet from the ground.  

��������,
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Any PRINCIPAL USE permitted in Office A, Commercial A, Business A, Business B, Business B-1, 
Business C, Business D, and the Industrial Districts may ERECT a WALL SIGN identifying a business, 
subject to the following:  

)�'���  The maximum DISPLAY AREA of a WALL SIGN shall not exceed two (2) square feet 
for each lineal foot of BUILDING  wall.  This BUILDING  wall is measured by the lineal 
frontage of the BUILDING  which is occupied by a USE, or the length of the wall side to 
which the SIGN is attached.   
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)�'��
  Except as specifically provided herein, a WALL SIGN may only be ERECTED on the 
exterior wall of the ground floor and up to one (1) foot below the level of the bottom 
sills of any windows of the story above the ground floor of a BUILDING .  

)�'���   One (1) WALL SIGN per USE, or multiple SIGNs, the total of which does not exceed the 
WALL SIGN dimensional standard, are allowed for each side of the BUILDING  fronting 
on a STREET or public pedestrian way.  

)�'���   If a business has a secondary BUILDING WALL  or walls other than the front wall, with 
or without a direct entrance to the business that faces upon a walkway, DRIVEWAY , or 
PARKING area under the same control or ownership as the BUILDING , there may be a 
WALL SIGN affixed to such wall. The DISPLAY AREA of such WALL SIGN is based on 
the lineal feet of the secondary BUILDING WALL .  Such WALL SIGN shall not exceed 
the size of the WALL  SIGN located on the primary BUILDING  FRONTAGE.  

)�'���    Except for AWNING SIGNs and CANOPY SIGNs, a WALL SIGN shall not obscure or 
cover architectural features such as but not limited to arches, sills, eaves moldings, 
cornices, transoms, lintels and windows, and shall not be ERECTED within six (6) 
inches from any such architectural features.  

)�'���    A WALL SIGN may be ERECTED on a BUILDING , or on an arcade STRUCTURE attached 
to the ground floor of a BUILDING , or on a permanent canopy STRUCTURE associated 
with a MOTOR VEHICLE service station or a drive-up window.  

)�'��#    A WALL SIGN to be located above the first floor of a BUILDING  may be approved by a 
Tier 4 Special Permit in accordance with Section 12.5 and Section 9.12. 
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Any PRINCIPAL USE permitted in Commercial A, Business A, Business B, BusinessB-1, Business C, 
Business D, Industrial Districts may ERECT a PROJECTING SIGN identifying a business, subject to the 
following:   

)�'�
�  A PROJECTING SIGN may be ERECTED on a BUILDING  provided that the DISPLAY 

AREA complies with Table 9-1.  If a ZONING DISTRICT is not listed in Table 9-1, 
Projecting Signs are not allowed in that district.   
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Table 9-1 Projecting Signs 
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    The thickness between the SIGN faces shall not exceed one (1) foot. The closest point 
of a PROJECTING SIGN to a BUILDING  wall shall not exceed one (1) foot. A 
PROJECTING SIGN shall maintain a minimum clearance of eight (8) feet above a 
walkway or sidewalk.  See Figure 9-9.  
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Figure 9-9 Projecting Sign  
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Any PRINCIPAL USE permitted in Commercial A, Business A, Business B, BusinessB-1, Business C, 
Business D, Industrial Districts may ERECT an AWNING SIGN identifying a business, subject to the 
following:   

)�'���  An AWNING SIGN may consist of letters or symbols affixed to an awning in a parallel, 
perpendicular and/or convex position to the wall onto which the awning is mounted, 
except that in the Commercial A, Business A, Business B, Business B-1 Districts the 
convex position of letters to the wall shall not be permitted. Letters and symbols on 
an AWNING SIGN shall be flush with the surface of the awning.  

)�'��
  The maximum DISPLAY AREA of an AWNING SIGN shall be twelve (12) square feet for 
surfaces positioned parallel or convex to the BUILDING  wall, and six (6) square feet 
for surfaces positioned perpendicular to the BUILDING  wall. An AWNING SIGN shall 
project at least three (3) feet from the wall and shall maintain a minimum clearance of 
eight (8) feet above a walkway or sidewalk. Where an AWNING SIGN is ERECTED on 
the wall of a BUILDING , all other awnings without a SIGN located on the same 

��
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Maximum projection from 
Building=1 foot 

Maximum thickness =1 foot 

Minimum clearance from finished 
grade = 8 feet 
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BUILDING  shall be subject to the same dimensional requirements as the AWNING SIGN. 
See Figure 9-10 for an example. 

 

Figure 9-10 Awning Sign  

�
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Any PRINCIPAL USE permitted in Commercial A, Business A, Business B, BusinessB-1, Business C, 
Business D, Industrial Districts may ERECT a GROUND SIGN identifying a business, subject to the 
following:   

)�'����� *��7����	����E�����4���	����"	��

Table 9-2 gives the allowed number and dimensional standards for GROUND SIGNS by district, 
followed by detailed requirements for such SIGNS.  
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A certain elevated section of Interstate 91 that runs through the Central Business District creates a 
unique challenge for businesses adjacent to the elevated highway.  Table 9-2 includes special height 
limits for these areas which are shown the Official Zoning Map in the Office of Planning & 
Economic Development.  Properties within the West Columbus Urban Renewal Overlay District are 
not included in this area.   
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Logo is counted 
as part of 

Display Area  
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Table 9-2 Ground Signs 
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Table 9-2 Ground Signs 
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Where the exterior surface of the support STRUCTURE of a MONUMENT SIGN consists of masonry 
material which remains in its natural color other than plain gray concrete, the area below the lowest 
portion of any letter, symbol or illustration consisting of such masonry surface shall not be counted 
as DISPLAY AREA.  

)�'����� ����
��	���4���	����"	�(�"���
��	��

The additional provisions shall apply to GROUND SIGNS in the Commercial A, Business A, Business 
B, Business B-1, Business C and Industrial Districts:  

A. GROUND SIGNS are permitted only for those USES which occupy space on the 
first (ground) story level. These SIGNS shall only be ERECTED on property 
owned, leased or rented for and used in operation with the specific USE.  

B. Where a POLE SIGN identifies a business, such POLE SIGN shall be permitted in 
addition to a WALL  SIGN permitted on the same LOT.  The DISPLAY AREA and 
Height of the GROUND SIGN shall be in accordance with Table 9-2.  

C. MONUMENT SIGN.  The maximum DISPLAY AREA may be increased to one 
hundred and seventy two (172) square feet provided, however, that the height 
of a MONUMENT SIGN shall not exceed six (6) feet. 

D.  When a GROUND SIGN is within the Business D District (Shopping Center):  
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1. One (1) multi-faced GROUND SIGN shall be permitted at each major 
STREET providing access in the property that identifies the SHOPPING 

CENTER.   

2. This DISPLAY AREA shall not exceed two hundred (200) square feet if 
the BUILDING  area exceeds 100,000 square feet.  If the BUILDING  area 
exceeds 100,000 square feet, the DISPLAY AREA shall not exceed three 
hundred (300) square feet.   

E.  One (1) GROUND SIGN identifying an Office Park or industrial park, which 
may be located on more than one (1) LOT, shall be permitted, subject to the 
following:  

1. Only one (1) such SIGN shall be permitted for each OFFICE PARK OR 

INDUSTRIAL PARK.  

2. Such GROUND SIGN shall only identify the OFFICE PARK OR INDUSTRIAL 

PARK and shall be subject to the provisions applicable to GROUND 

SIGNS as they apply to the particular location in which the SIGN is 
ERECTED. However, any DISPLAY AREA specifically provided to 
accommodate the listing of individual business shall not be included in 
calculating the maximum DISPLAY AREA.  

3. Such GROUND SIGN may be permitted in addition to any permitted 
WALL SIGNS on the same LOT but no other GROUND SIGN shall be 
permitted on the same LOT.  

4. Such SIGN shall be ERECTED on the LOT where the OFFICE PARK OR 

INDUSTRIAL PARK is located.  

��������,
,� ���:����������������F�����;��9�����/��� /�����G�

��������,
,
	�� �4�1� ��

To preserve and promote the public health, safety, and welfare of the residents of the City by 
maintaining and enhancing the visual environment, by protecting areas of scenic beauty or of 
historic interest, by minimizing the possible adverse effect of NON-ACCESSORY SIGNs on nearby 
residences, public resources, or private property. 

��������,
,
��� ��+��%�����%�$��� �������� ��

)�)�
� . There shall not be more than two hundred and fifty (250) NON -ACCESSORY SIGNS in 
the City. These SIGNS must be properly permitted by the City and by the Outdoor 
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Advertising Division of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. Existing SIGNS which 
are so properly permitted may be maintained and repaired but not enlarged.   

)�)�

 . The BUILDING COMMISSIONER may issue a permit for a new NON -ACCESSORY SIGN 
allowed under this cap or for the relocation of a pre-existing SIGN permitted by the 
City and Commonwealth provided the new SIGN or new location complies with the 
following provisions: 

A. One (1) NON-ACCESSORY SIGN with an area less than one hundred (100) 
square feet shall be allowed for each parcel only if such SIGN is a “WALL  
SIGN.” Such a SIGN shall not project more than twelve (12) inches from the 
surface of the wall to which it is attached, or vertically past the roofline or 
parapet, or horizontally past the extent of the wall to which it is attached. 
Height from the top of the SIGN to finished grade shall not exceed thirty (30) 
feet. 

B. A NON-ACCESSORY SIGN shall not be located within a five hundred (500) foot 
radius of an existing NON-ACCESSORY SIGN. 

C. A NON-ACCESSORY SIGN shall not be erected: 

1. In any location where it obstructs a view of scenic beauty and interest 
or places of historic interest. In making this determination, the 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER may consult the Springfield Park 
Commission and Springfield Historical Commission. 

2. In any location within five hundred (500) feet of, and visible from, the 
grounds of a school, place of worship, college, public library, public 
park, public conservation area, museum, cemetery, or property or 
district listed on the State Register of Historic Places, or from an 
American Heritage River.  

3. In any location within five hundred (500) feet of, and visible from, a 
residential ZONING DISTRICT or a BUILDING  containing residences. 

4. In any location within an authorized urban renewal area which 
prohibits NON-ACCESSORY SIGNs. 

5. On a roof. 

)�)�
�  A NON-ACCESSORY SIGN of one hundred (100) square feet or larger may be either a 
POLE SIGN or WALL SIGN.  As a POLE SIGN it may be a double-faced SIGN provided 
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the distance between the two faces shall not exceed ten (10) feet at any point. Height 
from the top of the SIGN to finished grade of the roadway it faces shall not exceed 
thirty (30) feet. 

)�)�
�  A relocated NON-ACCESSORY SIGN shall not exceed its size at its current location. In 
no case shall a relocated NON-ACCESSORY SIGN exceed one hundred (100) square feet 
in Business A districts or seven hundred (700) square feet in Business B or Industrial 
A districts. Relocated NON-ACCESSORY SIGNS are not allowed in any other ZONING 

DISTRICT.  Relocated NON-ACCESSORY SIGNS are not allowed on roofs. 

)�)�
�  When an existing NON-ACCESSORY SIGN is removed under this cap, a new NON-
ACCESSORY SIGN may be permitted but shall not exceed the size of the removed NON-
ACCESSORY SIGN. In no case shall a new NON-ACCESSORY SIGN exceed one hundred 
(100) square feet in Business A districts or seven hundred (700) square feet in 
Business B or Industrial A districts. New NON-ACCESSORY SIGNS are not allowed in 
any other ZONING DISTRICTs or allowed on roofs. 

�������,
	�� ���������8����������

��������,
	�
	�� �4+5���%�$��71���(���#� �

One SIGN may be ERECTED without a SIGN PERMIT to announce a church bazaar, fair, circus, 
festival, business or shop opening, special sale by a store or business, or similar event. Such SIGN 
shall identify the event and the date of the event, and it may display the event's sponsor, organizer or 
main feature.  

��������,
	�
��� 0�% 4��+����%�$���'��

)��+�
�  The DISPLAY AREA of a Special Event Sign shall be measured as shown in figure 9-1.   

)��+�

  When such SIGN is hung on a building the DISPLAY AREA shall not exceed one 
hundred (100) square and shall be ERECTED on the same LOT where the event occurs. 
Such a SIGN shall not be ERECTED on a sidewalk, walkway or driveway, or within 5 
feet from the sideline of a STREET or right of way customarily used by the general 
public.  When such sign is a GROUND SIGN, the DISPLAY AREA shall not exceed 
twelve (12) square feet.   

��������,
	�
���� �� �#��

Such SIGN shall comply with all provisions of Sections 9.3 and 9.4, but it shall not be illuminated. 
Notwithstanding Sections 9.2.40 and 9.2.70 it may be a PORTABLE SIGN and may consist of a flag or 
balloon, or may be decorated with ribbons, flags, streamers or balloons which remain reasonably 
within the confines of the SIGN.  
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��������,
	�
&��� ��+�(�%+��

Such a SIGN shall not be ERECTED sooner than thirty (30) days before the event and it shall be 
removed not later than seven (7) days after completion of the event. Only one such SIGN shall be 
ERECTED per PRINCIPAL USE at any given time. The number of times such a SIGN may be ERECTED 
shall not exceed four events per PRINCIPAL USE in one calendar year.  

��������,
		� ������*��0����������

Any Nonconforming Sign lawfully ERECTED may continue, subject to the following:  

��������,
		
	��� ������(��+��#���#� �����  ��7����% �������(��+��#�
 �����
������(��+��#�/4�)$��#���

Such SIGNS shall be removed or replaced concurrently with any expansion or change of such 
NONCONFORMING USE or NONCONFORMING BUILDING . Such nonconforming Signs shall be replaced 
with a conforming SIGN or SIGNS prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit for any expansion of 
a NONCONFORMING BUILDING  in which a NONCONFORMING USE is to be expanded.  

��������,
		
���� 0%�����%����

Nothing herein shall be deemed to prevent orderly, regular and timely maintenance, repair and 
repainting with the same original colors of a nonconforming SIGN.  

��������,
		
��� �6��1���� �

The continuance of the NONCONFORMING SIGN allowed herein shall terminate with respect to any 
SIGN which: 

)������  Has been ABANDONED; or 

)�����
  Advertises or calls attention to any products, businesses or activities which are no 
longer carried or sold, whether generally or at the particular premises; or  

)������  Has not been repaired or properly maintained within sixty (60) days after notice to 
that effect has been given by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER. 

��������,
	�� ��������B
�������������������0���*��0� �������������/������

��������,
	�
	��� �4�!����7����0�$�(7���#����#4)%��� � �

)��
���  The Planning Board, acting as the SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY under this 
Section, may approve, approve with conditions, or disapprove the following SIGNS 
and the following deviations from the requirements of Sections 9.6, 9.7 and 9.8:  
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A. A greater number of SIGNS than allowed under Sections 9.6, 9.7 and 9.8, but 
not more than one (1) SIGN in addition to the number of SIGNS otherwise 
permitted per LOT or per PRINCIPAL USE , as the Planning Board finds 
appropriate to further the purpose of this Section as stated in Section 9.1.  

B. SIGNS with dimensions in excess of those permitted under Sections 9.6, 9.7 
and 9.8, subject to the following limitations:  

1. No GROUND SIGN higher or wider than one and one half (1.5) times the 
maximum height or width otherwise permitted, and  

2. No SIGN larger than two (2) times the otherwise permitted maximum 
DISPLAY AREA, and  

3. One (1) GROUND SIGN per BUILDING  in Business C above the second 
floor and larger than the dimensional standards otherwise allowed.   

C. A SIGN in a location or in a position not otherwise permitted, but not a ROOF 

SIGN, a NON-ACCESSORY SIGN, or a SIGN located within the minimum 
required distance from the sideline of a STREET or right of way customarily 
used by the general public.  

D. A SIGN attached to a stone wall, retaining wall, FENCE or other landscaping 
feature on a LOT, provided that such SIGN and feature are, in the opinion of 
the Planning Board, an integral component of the landscape design and 
BUILDING  architecture on the LOT.  

E. A type or method of SIGN illumination not otherwise permitted provided that 
it meets the Purpose statement of this Article. 

��������,
	�
���� �11���%)��������%��

)��
�
�  A Special Permit under this section shall only be issued if the Planning Board finds 
that, in addition to meeting the criteria of Section 12.5, the resulting deviation from 
the otherwise applicable requirements of this Article meets the following criteria:  

A. The SIGN will be consistent with the intent and purpose of Article 9.  

B. The SIGN will be consistent with the character and USE of the area and with 
the ZONING DISTRICT in which it is ERECTED.  
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C. The SIGN will be appropriate in scale and proportion in its design and in its 
visual relationship to BUILDINGS in the area and its general surroundings and 
in particular:  

1. The SIGN will be attractively designed and located, and will be a 
compatible architectural element of the BUILDING  to which it 
principally relates and will be in harmony with other features in the 
general area; and  

2. The SIGN will provide continuity with other SIGNS, not including any 
NONCONFORMING SIGNS, on the same or adjacent BUILDINGS or LOTS 
with respect to most but not necessarily all of the following criteria: 
dimension, proportion, mounting height, materials, colors, and other 
important features as determined by the Planning Board.; and 

3. The colors, materials and illumination of the proposed SIGN are 
restrained and harmonious with the BUILDING  and the site to which it 
principally relates; and 

4. The material used for the SIGN is appropriate and does not detract from 
the aesthetic qualities of its surroundings.  

D. In the case where a SPECIAL EVENT SIGN under Section 9.10.20, the proposed 
SIGN is necessary for adequate identification of a business which for site 
specific reasons would not reasonably be possible under the otherwise 
applicable standards and available options of this Ordinance.  

��������,
	�
��� �+1� �������(����$����� �

When granting a Special Permit hereunder, the Planning Board, in order to mitigate negative impacts 
of a SIGN may impose reasonable conditions taking into consideration all aspects of the SIGN and its 
impacts on the visual environment in the area, including but not limited to design, construction, 
color, illumination, landscaping, and coordination with BUILDINGS and other SIGNS in the area, it 
may require the removal of any NONCONFORMING SIGN or SIGNS on the LOT or in the vicinity, and it 
may impose such other conditions as it deems appropriate to further the purpose of this Article as 
stated in Section 9.0.  

��������,
	�
&��� �1���%)����+����4)� �%�$���#4)%��� � �

The Planning Board shall promulgate Rules and Regulations governing the granting of Special 
Permits under this Section, including but not limited to the contents of an application and application 
fees.  
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��������,
	�� �
/����
������*����:��00�������������� ����

Notwithstanding anything herein to the contrary, non-commercial copy may be substituted for 
commercial copy on any lawful SIGN STRUCTURE. �
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ARTICLE 10 NONCONFORMING USES, STRUCTURES, AND LOTS 

��������	�
�� �
�������

The purpose of this Article is to address situations where a USE of land or a STRUCTURE legally 
existed prior to the adoption of this Ordinance but no longer conforms to one (1) or more 
requirements of this Ordinance. Such a USE of land or a STRUCTURE is known as 
“NONCONFORMING.”  This Article describes how such USES and STRUCTURES may continue and how 
changes to NONCONFORMING USES and STRUCTURES may occur.  The article also addresses 
NONCONFORMING LOTS and previously approved Special Permit USES.   

��������	�
	� ������*��0�������
��
��������
����

��������	�
	
	�� �11)��%5�)��7�

�+�����  This Ordinance, and amendments thereto, shall not apply to STRUCTURES or USES 
lawfully in existence or lawfully begun, or to a BUILDING  PERMIT or Special Permit 
issued before the first publication of notice of the public hearing required by M.G.L 
Chapter 40A, Section 5, at which this Ordinance. 

�+����
  This Ordinance, and amendments thereto, also shall not apply to a development 
project (including any future extensions, modifications, alterations or changes to 
structures or uses thereof), and the LOT(s) on which such development project is 
located as shown on an endorsed Approval-Not-Required (ANR) plan, if, as of the 
date of the final City Council vote adopting this Ordinance, the development project 
has received a Certificate from the Secretary of the Executive Office of Energy and 
Environmental Affairs with respect to a filed Environmental Notification Form (ENF) 
for the development project (which ENF included an analysis of traffic impacts and 
related mitigation). 

�+�����  Prior lawfully existing NONCONFORMING USES and STRUCTURES may continue until 
ABANDONED, provided that no extension, modification, alteration or change of such 

USE or STRUCTURE may be made except as provided in this Article 10. 

��������	�
	
��� ������(��+��#�
 � �

NONCONFORMING USES of BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES , and land may continue. Except as otherwise 
required by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 6, no NONCONFORMING USE of BUILDING , STRUCTURE , or 
land shall be changed to another USE which is substantially different from the former 
NONCONFORMING USE, except one which is permitted by this Ordinance in the district in which the 
USE is located.  Whenever a NONCONFORMING USE of land, STRUCTURE or BUILDING  has been 
changed to a conforming USE, it shall not thereafter be changed to a NONCONFORMING USE.   
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��������	�
	
��� �)���%������(�������(��+��#����4��4 �� <���!����!%�����#)��%�$�
���:(%+�)7����4��4�� �

A preexisting NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE may continue to exist and may be reconstructed, 
extended, altered or changed as-of-right provided that its footprint is not enlarged.  Any 
construction, extension, alteration, or change that enlarges the footprint shall require a finding by 
majority vote of the Board of Appeals that such reconstruction, extension, alteration or change will 
not increase the existing nonconformity or create a new nonconformity, and will not be substantially 
more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE. 

��������	�
	
&�� �)���%������(�������(��+��#����#)�� %�$����:(%+�)7����4��4�� �
� ��(���#!��

In the following circumstances, the reconstruction, extension, alteration or change (collectively 
“alteration”) to a SINGLE or TWO-FAMILY  residential DWELLING shall not be considered an increase 
in the NONCONFORMING nature of the STRUCTURE and shall be permitted AS OF RIGHT regardless of 
whether or not the LOT complies with the current LOT AREA and/or FRONTAGE requirements in 
Article 5.   

�+������ *�	��	�����	"�J������

A. Alteration to a STRUCTURE which violates the SIDE, REAR, and FRONT YARD, 
or OFF-STREET PARKING requirements, as long as such change does not further 
violate the SIDE, REAR, FRONT YARD, or OFF-STREET PARKING requirements.   
This shall not apply to the enclosure of pre-existing unenclosed PORCHES.   

B. Alteration of a STRUCTURE which encroaches into one (1) or more required 
YARDS, including the addition of a story within the existing encroachment 
area, where the alteration will comply with all current YARD and BUILDING 

HEIGHT requirements; 

C. Alteration to the side or facade of a STRUCTURE which encroaches upon a 
required YARD area, where the alteration will not increase the existing 
encroachment. 

��������	�
	
-�� �)���%���� ��(�������(��+��#����#)� �%�$����:(%+�)7����4��4�� �
�452�������%�*��$��#�

NONCONFORMING SINGLE and TWO-FAMILY  residential STRUCTURES may be reconstructed, 
extended, altered or changed in all instances other than those set forth in Section 10.1.40 subject to a 
finding by majority vote of the Board of Appeals that such reconstruction, extension, alteration or 
change will not be substantially more detrimental to the neighborhood than the existing 
NONCONFORMING STRUCTURE. 
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��������	�
	
.�� �5%�$��+����%�$����:
 ��

Any NONCONFORMING USE of land, BUILDINGS or STRUCTURES not used or VACANT for a period of 
two (2) years or more shall not thereafter be re-established, except as provided below.   

�+������ *�	,�����(�����	
�����

A. A NONCONFORMING residential STRUCTURE consisting of one (1), two (2) or 
three (3) DWELLING UNITS, may be REUSEd for the same USE provided that it 
complies with all applicable BUILDING CODE requirements.  

B. A NONCONFORMING residential STRUCTURE, consisting of four (4) or more 
DWELLING UNITs, may be re-established by Tier 4 Special Permit Review by 
City Council, which shall make its determination taking into consideration the 
need to productively REUSE older BUILDINGs in the City.  In the course of such 
Special Permit Review the City Council may waive otherwise applicable 
YARD, BUILDING HEIGHT, and OFF-STREET PARKING requirements.  

�+����
� *�	,�����*�	,������	
�����	��/�;��,����

Any NONCONFORMING MIXED-USE BUILDING  or non-residential STRUCTURE or USE, including but 
not limited to, MOTOR VEHICLE related USES such as auto repair, auto body, brake and muffler shops, 
JUNKYARD , STORAGE YARD, CONTRACTORS SHOP or yard, trucking and auto sales, not used or 
ABANDONED or VACANT for a period of two (2) years or more, shall not be re-established without a 
Special Permit from the City Council.  The City Council shall make its determination based on 
standards found in Section 12.5 (Tier 4 Special Permits). 

��������	�
	
3�� �� ���%������(��%+%#�$������ ���7�$ �/4�)$��# ��

�+���#�� ���
��������"��

A NONCONFORMING USE or BUILDING  which has been partially damaged by fire, explosion, flood, 
riot, or other phenomenon, or legally condemned, may be restored and continued as-of-right.   

�+���#
� ��7�
�	
��������"��

Where a NONCONFORMING USE or BUILDING  that has been substantially damaged or destroyed by 
fire, explosion, flood, riot, or other phenomenon, and the estimated cost of restoration will exceed 
one-half (½) of the fair value of the BUILDING , such USE or BUILDING  may be restored to its 
condition immediately prior to such damage or destruction by Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan 
review, but it may not be enlarged.   

A. The construction of a new SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING  or TWO-FAMILY 

DWELLING is allowed; so long as the other provisions of 10.1.73 are met, and 
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B. “On the same footprint” means that the footprint of the new or rebuilt 
Dwelling does not have to be identical, so long as the new footprint comes no 
closer to the Lot Lines than the closest point of the old footprint regarding 
each Lot Line (or meets the required Yard, whichever is closest to the Lot 
Line), and 

C. “Destroyed” includes elective demolition of dilapidated buildings.   
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A. The NONCONFORMING USE of a BUILDING  or STRUCTURE protected by 
subsections 10.1.71 and 10.1.72 above may be resumed, but it may not be 
increased or extended or changed to another NONCONFORMING USE. 

B. Notwithstanding subsections 10.1.71 and 10.1.72 above, a NONCONFORMING 
SINGLE or TWO-FAMILY  DWELLING UNIT that has been partially or completely 
damaged or destroyed may be rebuilt AS OF RIGHT on the same footprint and 
to the same height as the damaged or destroyed BUILDING .   
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BUILDINGS or land used primarily for AGRICULTURE are exempt from subsections 10.2.20 and 
10.2.30 of this section as provided in the Zoning Act, M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3. 
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Nothing herein shall prevent the restoration of a wall or roof declared unsafe by the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER. 
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Any LOT that at the effective date of this Ordinance, that does not meet the LOT AREA and/or 
FRONTAGE requirements of this Ordinance, but complies with any minimum area, FRONTAGE, width 
and depth requirements in force at the time the LOT was lawfully laid out by plan or deed, duly 
recorded, or any LOT shown on a plan endorsed with the words “Approval under the Subdivision 
Control Law not required”, or words of similar import, may be built upon for residential use, 
provided that such LOT is in a district zoned residential under the provisions of this Ordinance and 
meets the following additional conditions: 
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���  For purposes of this Section 10.2, “single and separate ownership” shall mean that the 
owner of a specific LOT does not have a sufficient ownership interest in an adjacent 
LOT to control the USE and disposition of that LOT.  Where one (1) or more owners 
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can control the USE and disposition of adjacent LOTs, such LOTs shall be deemed to be 
in “common ownership.” 

�+�
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  In the case of a LOT held in SINGLE AND SEPARATE OWNERSHIP as of January 1, 1971, 
a LOT with an area of four thousand (4,000) square feet or more and a FRONTAGE of 
forty (40) feet or more, may be built upon with the following forms of review: 

A. AS OF RIGHT for SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING on LOTS with an area of at least 
5,000 square feet and at least fifty (50) feet of FRONTAGE.  

B. Subject to Tier 1 Administrative Site Plan Approval for SINGLE-FAMILY USE 

only on LOTs of less than 5,000 square feet or fifty (50) feet of FRONTAGE. 
Such Lots may not be used for a TWO-FAMILY  DWELLING or MULTI-FAMILY 

DWELLING.  

C. In addition, the Planning Board may promulgate design standards to guide the 
design and approval of DWELLINGS built on such NONCONFORMING LOTS.  
Such standards shall be voluntary for single and TWO-FAMILY  DWELLINGs 
built on LOTs with at least 5,000 square feet of LOT area and fifty (50) feet of 
FRONTAGE, and mandatory for NONCONFORMING LOTs with less than 5,000 
square feet of single LOT area and forty (40) feet of FRONTAGE. 
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In the case of a single LOT held in ownership common with one (1) ADJACENT LOT that had a 
DWELLING on it at the time of enactment of this Ordinance or subsequent amendments thereto, a LOT 
with an area of five thousand (5,000) square feet or more with a FRONTAGE of fifty (50) feet or more, 
may be built upon for SINGLE-FAMILY  or TWO-FAMILY  use.   
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In the case of four (4) or fewer such LOTS held in common ownership with those of ADJACENT land 
at the time of enactment of this Ordinance or subsequent amendments thereto, such LOTS with an 
area of five thousand (5,000) square feet or more and with a FRONTAGE of fifty (50) feet or more 
may be built upon for SINGLE-FAMILY  or TWO-FAMILY  USE regardless of the date of recording or 
endorsement.     
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In the case of more than four (4) such LOTS held in common ownership with that of adjacent land at 
the time of the enactment of this Ordinance or subsequent amendments thereto, such LOTS may be 
built upon for SINGLE-FAMILY  or TWO-FAMILY  use only if the recording or endorsement occurred 
within five (5) years prior to the effective date of the amendments that made the LOTs 
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NONCONFORMING, and the LOTS have an area of five thousand (5,000) square feet or more and a 
FRONTAGE of fifty (50) feet or more. In the case of more than four (4) NONCONFORMING LOTS in 
common ownership laid out more than five (5) years prior to the effective date of this Ordinance, the 
LOT LINES must be revised to conform with the minimum LOT size and FRONTAGE enacted as part of 
this Ordinance or subsequent amendments thereto. 
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In the case of any NONCONFORMING LOT upon which a SINGLE-FAMILY  DWELLING or TWO-FAMILY 

DWELLING can be constructed in conformance with the above provisions, a SIDE YARD of not less 
than five (5) feet shall be permitted in Residential A-1, A, B, and C Districts, thereby exempting the 
STRUCTURE from the SIDE YARD requirements of this Ordinance. 
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For the purpose of this Ordinance, any NONCONFORMING LOT which is increased in size by 
eliminating abutting LOT LINES, shall not be considered a new LOT and, therefore, will not have to 
meet the required minimum LOT size for the district, as long as the total area of the combined LOTS 
is four thousand (4,000) square feet or more. 
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In the following circumstances, the reconstruction, extension, alteration or change (collectively 
“alteration”) to a SINGLE OR TWO-FAMILY  STRUCTURE on a NONCONFORMING LOT shall not be 
considered an increase in the NONCONFORMITY and shall be permitted as of right:  
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Alteration to a STRUCTURE which complies with all current SETBACK, FRONTAGE, and BUILDING 

HEIGHT requirements, but is located on a LOT with insufficient area, where the alteration will also 
comply with all of these current requirements; 
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Alteration to a STRUCTURE which complies with all current YARD, LOT AREA, and BUILDING  HEIGHT 
requirements but is located on a LOT with insufficient FRONTAGE, where the alteration will also 
comply with all of these current requirements. 
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In the case of USES requiring a Special Permit, but existing prior to the date of a Special Permit 
requirement, the existing BUILDING  may be rebuilt and/or expanded up to twenty-five (25) percent of 
the ground FLOOR AREA and the USE may be expanded up to twenty-five (25) percent of the LOT 
area, by Administrative Site Plan Review pursuant to Section 12.2. An expansion greater than 
twenty-five (25) percent shall require Special Permit Review pursuant to Section 12.5.  
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ARTICLE 11 ADMINISTRATION 
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The purposes of this Article are:   

·  To inform applicants about the application process;  

·  To provide an efficient procedure for granting BUILDING  PERMITs and USE PERMITs;  

·  To provide for enforcement of this Ordinance, and   

·  To set forth the powers and duties of the Board of Appeals. 
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This Ordinance shall be administered and enforced by the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER as defined in 
Article 2, including any official to whom responsibility for administering and enforcing this 
Ordinance has been delegated.  The BUILDING  COMMISSIONER shall require such plans and 
specifications as may be necessary to determine compliance with this Ordinance and with all 
pertinent laws of the Commonwealth. BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES and SIGNS may not be erected, 
substantially altered, moved, or changed in USE and land may not be substantially altered or changed 
in USE except in compliance with this Ordinance, after all necessary permits have been received 
under federal, state, and local law. The BUILDING  COMMISSIONER shall not issue any permits under 
this Ordinance except in compliance with its provisions. 
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An applicant for construction of any STRUCTURE which requires a BUILDING  PERMIT under the 
STATE BUILDING  CODE shall comply with all requirements of this Ordinance in addition to the 
requirements of the State BUILDING  CODE.  
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A. Any person proposing to construct a STRUCTURE or alter the USE of land shall 
first contact the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER ’S office to determine what type of 
approval, if any, is required for the proposed construction or land use. The 
BUILDING  COMMISSIONER shall make an initial determination as to whether or 
not the proposed application is permitted in the ZONING DISTRICT, and if 
permitted, what type of review it requires, as provided in Section 12.1.  The 
BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall inform the applicant of all required approvals 
and the procedures and submission requirements for each. 

B.  If the application requires only a BUILDING  PERMIT or a USE PERMIT (i.e. it is a 
use “by-right”), the BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall instruct the applicant to 
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file an application with the BUILDING COMMISSIONER’S office. If the 
application requires Site Plan Review or a Special Permit, the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER shall refer the applicant to the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development. If the application requires approval from the 
Historical Commission and/or the Conservation Commission, the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER shall refer the applicant to the appropriate commission.  

C.   If an application requires approval of a Site Plan Review or Special Permit, 
once such approval is granted, the applicant shall submit an application for a 
BUILDING PERMIT together with a copy of such approval to the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER, as provided in Section 12.1.20. 

������
� 0���	"����
����	�

Unless otherwise ordered by the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER , all applications for BUILDING PERMITS 
made in conformity with the provisions of the BUILDING  ORDINANCE, Chapter 12.08 of the City 
Ordinance) shall be accompanied by plans in duplicate, drawn to scale, showing the actual 
dimensions, radii and angles of the LOT to be built upon based upon a plot plan of the subject 
property, the exact size and location on the LOT of the BUILDING  and ACCESSORY BUILDINGS to be 
erected and such other information as may be necessary to determine and provide for the 
enforcement of this Ordinance. One (1) copy of such plans, when approved by the BUILDING  
COMMISSIONER, shall be returned to the owner.  
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Nothing herein contained shall affect any permit issued before the first notice of hearing by the 
Planning Board on a proposed amendment to this Ordinance, provided that construction work under 
any such permit is commenced within six (6) months after its issue. 
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The BUILDING  COMMISSIONER shall grant or deny a BUILDING as soon as practical, but in no event in 
more than thirty (30) days of receiving a complete application, and shall inform the applicant by 
sending the permit or denial by mail, or by delivering it in person to the applicant at the BUILDING  
COMMISSIONER’S Office, within that thirty (30) day period.  The issuance of a BUILDING PERMIT 

does not relieve an applicant or an owner of the responsibility to obtain all required permits under 
this Ordinance or any other applicable local, state, or federal law or regulation. 
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Procedures and requirements for issuance of a certificate of occupancy shall be as prescribed by state 
law. 
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The BUILDING  COMMISSIONER may take any lawful action deemed necessary to prevent or remedy a 
violation. Violations include non-compliance with any provision of this Ordinance, any conditions 
under which a permit or approval is issued pursuant to this Ordinance, and any decision rendered by 
any City board or the City Council pursuant to this Ordinance. The following remedies are available 
for a violation of this Ordinance: 

�����
�� 0�	���

A. A criminal fine of not more than $100 for a first offense and $300 for each 
subsequent offense. Each day such a violation continues shall constitute a 
separate offense. 

B. A fine imposed through a non-criminal complaint pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 
40, Section 21D. The fine for any violation disposed of through this procedure 
shall be $100 for a first offense and $300 for each subsequent offense. Each 
day such a violation continues shall constitute a separate offense. 
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The BUILDING  COMMISSIONER or City Council may enjoin a violation by bringing an action in 
Superior Court pursuant to M.G.L Chapter 40A, Section 7. 
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Municipal officials shall refuse to issue any type of permit, license, or certificate of occupancy for a 
new use of land where there is violation of this Ordinance, except where necessary to remedy such 
violation.  
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The Board of Appeals designated as the permit granting authority as defined in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, 
Section 1A, shall have the following powers. 
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An appeal to the Zoning Board of Appeals, may be taken by any person aggrieved by reason of his 
inability to obtain a permit or enforcement action from any administrative officer under the 
provisions of this Ordinance. Such an appeal may also be taken by the Pioneer Valley Planning 
Commission, an abutting city or town, or any person, including an officer or board of the City who is 
aggrieved by an order or decision of the BUILDING COMMISSIONER  or of any other administrative 
official where such an order or decision is alleged to be in violation of any provision of this 
Ordinance or of M.G.L Chapter 40A. 
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The Board of Appeals has the power to hear and decide applications for those Special Permits for 
which the board is expressly empowered to act under this Ordinance.  In such cases, the Board of 
Appeals shall follow the procedures and apply the criteria contained in Section 12.4 of this 
Ordinance.   

���
���� H����	����

The Board of Appeals has the power to hear and grant petitions for variances, where it finds: 

A. That owing to circumstances relating to soil conditions, shape or topography 
of land or STRUCTUREs and especially affecting such land or STRUCTUREs, but 
not affecting generally the ZONING DISTRICT in which it is located, a literal 
enforcement of the provisions of this Ordinance would involve substantial 
hardship, financial or otherwise, to the petitioner; 

B. That desirable relief may be granted without substantial detriment to the 
public good; and 

C. That granting such relief would not nullify nor substantially derogate from the 
intent or purpose of this Ordinance.  
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The Board of Appeals has the power to make findings relative to the extension or enlargement of 
NONCONFORMING USEs and STRUCTURES under M.G.L, Ch. 40A, Section 6, as provided in Section 
10.1 of this Ordinance. 
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Applications shall be made within thirty (30) days, as provided by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, or  as 
otherwise provided in the rules of the Board of Appeals, by filing with the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER  
and with the Board of Appeals, an application or a notice of appeal specifying the grounds thereof. 
In the case of an appeal, the BUILDING  COMMISSIONER shall forthwith transmit to the Board of 
Appeals all the papers constituting the record upon which the action appealed from was taken. If the 
application does not involve an appeal, the applicant shall file an application as otherwise required 
by the Board of Appeals for a Section 6 finding or variance, or as required in Article 12 for a Special 
Permit. 
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���  Public hearings shall be required for all appeals, variances and Special Permits.  The 
Board of Appeals shall require notice to be given by publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the city once in each of two (2) successive weeks, the first 
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publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days before the hearing, and by posting 
such notice in a conspicuous place in City Hall for a period of not less than fourteen 
(14) days before the date of the hearing.  

���
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  In all cases notice of public hearing shall be given by the City Clerk by publication in 
a newspaper of general circulation in the City once in each of two (2) successive 
weeks; the first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days before the day of the 
hearing and by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in City Hall and Office of 
Planning and Economic Development for a period of not less than fourteen (14) days 
before the day of such hearing.  Notice to “Parties of interest” shall be sent, postage 
prepaid. “Parties of interest” as used herein shall mean the applicant, abutters, owners 
of land directly opposite on any public or private street or way, and abutters to the 
abutters within three hundred (300) feet of the property line of the applicant as they 
appear on the most recent applicable tax list, notwithstanding that the land of any 
such owner is located in another city or town, the Building Commissioner, the City 
Law Department, the Department of Public Works, the Department of Parks and 
Recreation, the Planning Board if the hearing is not a hearing of the Planning Board, 
and the Planning Board of every abutting city or town.  The required publications and 
notices shall contain the name of the applicant, a description of the area or premises, 
street address, or other adequate identification of the location of the premises, the date 
and place of the public hearing, the subject matter of the hearing, and the nature of 
action or relief requested. 
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A concurring vote of three (3) members of the Board shall be required to grant a finding, and a 
concurring vote of four (4) members of the Board shall be required to grant a variance, Special 
Permit, or appeal.  
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The decision of the Board of Appeals shall be made within one hundred (100) days after the filing of 
an appeal application or petition except in regard to a Special Permit when such decision shall be 
made within ninety (90) days. Failure of the Board of Appeals to act within the allowed time shall be 
deemed to be an approval of the appeal, application, or petition.  
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The Board of Appeals shall file a detailed record of its proceedings, indicating the vote of each 
member, the reason for its decision, and official actions, within fourteen (14) days in the office of the 
City Clerk. The decision of the Board of Appeals shall be a public record.  
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No variance or Special Permit or any extension, modification, or renewal thereof, shall take effect 
until a copy of the decision bearing the certification of the City Clerk that twenty (20) days have 
elapsed, and that no appeal has been filed, or denied, is recorded in the Registry of Deeds. 
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Notice of the decision shall be issued to the owner and to the applicant. Each notice of a decision 
shall specify that appeals from the order or decision may be made to the Superior Court, Land Court, 
or the Hampden County Housing Court, and by filing a copy of the complaint with the City Clerk 
within twenty (20) days of the filing order or decision with the City Clerk. 
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ARTICLE 12 SPECIAL PERMIT AND SITE PLAN REVIEW S  
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The purpose of Special Permits and Site Plan Review is to provide a predictable and expeditious 
development review process, tailored to the scale of a proposed DEVELOPMENT, to enable the 
City to promote economic development while ensuring compatibility of different uses and 
minimizing the impact of proposed uses on their surroundings. Such review is also intended to 
ensure that DEVELOPMENT is designed in a way that fulfills the purposes of this Ordinance.  
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This Ordinance includes four (4) tiers of review as set forth in Section 4.2 – TIERED REVIEW 

System. 
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�  The following list provides the sequence of steps for the applicant as summarized 
in Diagram 12.1:  

A. An applicant for any type of DEVELOPMENT review is advised to first 
contact the BUILDING COMMISSIONER ’S Office for advice as to which type 
of review is required, as provided in Section 11.1.11. The BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER’S Office will make an initial screening review of the 
proposed project and indicate to the applicant whether one of the TIERED 

REVIEWS will apply to the application, and if so, which one.   

B. Based upon that initial review, the applicant will be directed to make a 
specific type of application either to the BUILDING COMMISSIONER ’S 
Office for a USE AS OF RIGHT, or to the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development for all development review tiers.  

C. If a proposed STRUCTURE or USE requires Site Plan Review and/or a 
Special Permit, after such approval has been issued, the applicant shall 
submit a BUILDING PERMIT or USE PERMIT application to the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER ’S Office, consistent with all conditions and requirements 
of such approval. The BUILDING COMMISSIONER, in reviewing the 
application, shall ensure that all such conditions and requirements have 
been satisfied, including any required performance guarantees, and shall 
process the application as provided in Section 11.1.15.  
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Diagram 12-1 Sequence of Review Process 
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In connection with any application for a Special Permit or Site Plan Review involving review by 
the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals or City Council (i.e. Tiers 2 through 4), the 
applicant may be required to pay fees in advance to the City Treasurer to cover the reasonable 
costs of outside consultant review of such application. Such costs may include consultant fees 
covering planning, engineering, environmental analysis, wetland delineation, legal review, and 
other professional and technical services required for a proper and thorough review of the 
application. No permit shall be issued until all costs have been paid. The City Treasurer shall 
deposit such fees into a segregated account and return unexpended funds to the applicant as 
provided in M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 53G and any regulations adopted pursuant thereto by the 
respective boards. The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall engage in a 
competitive bidding process periodically to select a group of consultants it considers to be 
qualified to review development proposals.  Applicants shall select review consultants, in fields 
deemed necessary by the City, from this list of qualified consultants, and such consultants shall 
be retained by the City at the applicant's expense as provided in M.G.L. Chapter 44, Section 
53G.  In the event that a proposed development requires specialized expertise for which none of 
the consultants on the City’s list are qualified or that all consultants on the City’s list have a 
conflict of interest in reviewing a particular development proposal, the City shall select a 
consultant that has the requisite expertise or that does not have such a conflict, and shall provide 
the applicant with the opportunity to comment on the City’s proposed selection prior to retaining 
such consultant.   
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�����  The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall ensure that all agencies, 
boards, commissions, and departments with jurisdiction over a project are 
informed of any pending applications and invited to participate in the decision 
process under this Article.  The Office of Planning and Economic Development  
shall keep a list of neighborhood councils designated by the Planning Board, who 
shall be notified of Tier 2, 3, and 4 applications submitted to the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development within ten (10) days of the date the 
application is deemed complete by the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development.  Such notification of neighborhood councils shall supplement the 
required notification of abutters, newspaper publication, and other forms of public 
notice contained in Sections 12.3.34, 12.4.33, and12.5.34. 

�
����
  The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall coordinate all required 
reviews involving Site Plan Review, Special Permits, Subdivisions, and other 
forms of division of land and real property, including establishment of 
CONDOMINIUMS and Land Divisions classified as “APPROVAL NOT 
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REQUIRED” under the Land Subdivision Regulations (Springfield City 
Ordinance Title 10), and other permits and approvals of City, State, and Federal 
agencies.  
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Judicial review of all final actions of the Planning Board, Zoning Board of Appeals, or City 
Council undertaken pursuant to this Article, shall be undertaken pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 
40A, Section 17.  
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An applicant for any form of approval described in this Article, may withdraw, without 
prejudice, any application prior to a final decision by the reviewing board or official.  Such 
withdrawal shall be accomplished by sending written notice to the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development by certified mail, return receipt requested, or by delivering such notice 
in person in duplicate to the Office of Planning and Economic Development and obtaining a 
receipt from the Department for such notice.  A withdrawn application may be resubmitted at 
any time. 
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Administrative Site Plan Review shall be conducted by the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development in cooperation with the BUILDING COMMISSIONER’S Office, Department of Public 
Works, and other departments that have jurisdiction. Tier 1 projects that are classified as exempt 
from review by the Office of Planning and Economic Development pursuant to Section 12.2.60 
shall be reviewed as provided in Section 12.2.60. 
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�
�
���  An applicant for Administrative Site Plan Review shall submit a complete 
application for Administrative Site Plan Review, including a plan of the subject 
PARCEL on a location map (e.g. a tax map) showing boundaries and dimensions of 
the PARCEL and identifying contiguous properties and STREETS that are within 
fifty (50) feet of a proposed STRUCTURE as well as any easements or rights-of-
way.  If the application is deemed exempt under Section 12.2.60, no further 
information shall be required, except as may be necessary to establish the 
exemption or as may be required by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER’S Office for a 
Building Permit.  

�
�
��
  In addition, the Office of Planning and Economic Development may require, in its 
discretion, some or all of the following additional information:  
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A.  Existing features of the site lying within one hundred (100) feet of any 
proposed land alteration or STRUCTURE , including land and water areas, 
water or sewer systems, and the approximate location of all STRUCTURES 
within one hundred (100) feet of the proposed STRUCTURES.  

B.  The proposed location and arrangements of STRUCTURES and uses on the 
site, including means of ingress and egress, parking, circulation of traffic, 
and outdoor REFUSE storage areas.  

C.  A sketch of any proposed STRUCTURES (including SIGNS), showing 
exterior dimensions and elevations of front, side, and rear views; copies of 
available plans or drawings of existing and proposed STRUCTURES.   

D. A concise narrative description of the project describing the intended USE 

of land and proposed STRUCTURES, DEVELOPMENT (including SIGNS) and 
any changes in the existing topography and natural features.  

E.  The name, mailing address, telephone number, and email address for the 
applicant and any professional advisors, and the authorization of the 
property owner if the applicant is not the owner.   

�
�
���  Application materials may be prepared by a licensed professional engineer, 
architect, land surveyor, or landscape architect, but the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development shall not require this unless the services of such 
professionals are necessary to provide accurate information or are otherwise 
required by law.  

��������	�
�
��� �$+��� ��%�����������)%������������ ����%��

�
�
�
�  In order to grant administrative approval of a site plan, the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development must find that the application complies with this 
Ordinance and other applicable laws, including applicable overlay districts, site 
and use standards.  

�
�
�

  In making its decision, the Office of Planning and Economic Development may 
refer for guidance to the review criteria in Section 12.3.60 Planning Board Site 
Plan Review Criteria.   

�
�
�
�  The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall not deny approval of an 
application that meets all applicable requirements.   
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�
�
�
�  The Office of Planning and Economic Development may impose reasonable 
conditions that are reasonably necessary, to ensure compliance with applicable 
standards and any other applicable provisions of this Ordinance, consistent with 
the limitations set forth in Section 12.3.70. These conditions shall be incorporated 
into the BUILDING  PERMIT conditions or other approval issued by the City related 
to the proposed DEVELOPMENT.  
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�
�
���  No public hearing shall be held for an Administrative Site Plan Review.  

�
�
��
  The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall make an initial review 
of the application for completeness and shall inform the applicant within five (5) 
business days of submission of the application whether the application is 
complete or whether any additional information will be required.  Once the Office 
of Planning and Economic Development has determined the application to be 
complete, the Office of Planning and Economic Development shall circulate it to 
all other agencies and departments that have jurisdiction over the application as 
determined by the Office of Planning and Economic Development.   

�
�
���  If the Office of Planning and Economic Development fails to act within the five 
(5) business day period, the application shall be deemed complete.  If the 
application is deemed incomplete and resubmitted, the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development shall review it using the same process to determine 
completeness described in this subsection.   

�
�
���  The Office of Planning and Economic Development  shall review the complete 
application and coordinate as necessary with other City Departments, which shall 
have a maximum of twenty (20) days to comment.   The Office of Planning and 
Economic Development shall make its decision within thirty (30) days of finding 
that the application is complete.   

�
�
���  The Office of Planning and Economic Development’s decision shall include any 
reasonably conditions reasonably necessary to ensure compliance with this 
Ordinance, consistent with the limitations set forth in Section 12.3.70. If the 
Office of Planning and Economic Development fails to act within the thirty (30) 
day period, approval shall be deemed constructively granted and the applicant 
may file an application for a BUILDING PERMIT in the same manner as for an AS 

OF RIGHT use.  Such BUILDING PERMIT application shall be accompanied by a 
signed statement setting forth dates of the filing of the application and the date of 
the completeness finding or deemed completeness finding as provided in Section 
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12.2.33 above. The thirty (30) day period may be extended with the written 
consent of the applicant.   

�
�
���  The Office of Planning and Economic Development’s decision shall be mailed to 
the applicant within two (2) business days after the decision has been made and 
shall be simultaneously filed with the City Clerk and the BUILDING 

COMMISSIONER ’S Office.  

�
�
��#  The applicant shall file a BUILDING or USE PERMIT application within two (2) 
years of receiving administrative Site Plan approval. If no application is filed 
within this time period, the Office of Planning and Economic Development may 
require a new application for administrative Site Plan Review to be filed.  The 
Office of Planning and Economic Development may grant a one (1) year 
extension if the applicant files a request for such extension within the original two 
(2) year period, stating the reason for requesting such extension.  Such extension 
by the Office of Planning and Economic Development shall not be unreasonably 
denied.  
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The Office of Planning and Economic Development may impose any of the conditions, 
limitations, and safeguards contained in Section 12.3.70.  
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�
�
���  An applicant may appeal a decision of the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development to the Planning Board by filing a request for review within ten (10) 
business days of the filing of the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development’s decision in the City Clerk’s Office. In such a case the Planning 
Board shall follow the procedures and timelines in Section 12.3.   

�
�
��
  The applicant shall be given an opportunity to appear before the Planning Board, 
but no public hearing shall be required for an appeal of an administrative Site Plan 
Review.  No additional information shall be required to be submitted unless the 
Planning Board determines that additional information is necessary to make an 
informed decision.    

�
�
���  If the Planning Board determines that more information is needed, it shall so 
inform the applicant at the meeting at which the appeal is discussed, and all 
applicable timelines shall be suspended until the applicant provides the required 
information.  Upon submission of the required information, the appeal shall be 
decided at the regular meeting of the Planning Board occurring at least seven (7) 
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days after submission of the material.  If the information is not provided within 
sixty (60) days of the Planning Board meeting during which the request for 
additional information was made, the appeal shall be denied.  

�
�
���  The criteria for decision making applied by the Planning Board shall be those in 
Section 12.2.20. 
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�
�����  The Site Plan Review provisions of this Section shall apply to all STRUCTURES 
and USES that are required by Table 4-4 (Use Table) to have Planning Board Site 
Plan Review (Tier 2).   

�
����
  The submission requirements, review criteria and findings requirements in 
Sections 12.3.40, 12.3.50, and 12.3.60 shall also apply to Planning Board Special 
Permit Review (Tier 3) and City Council Special Permit Review (Tier 4).   
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�
���
�  No person shall undertake any USE or DEVELOPMENT subject to this section unless 
a Site Plan approval has been issued by the Planning Board for the proposed 
DEVELOPMENT in accordance with the requirements of this section.  

�
���

   The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall have the authority to enforce compliance 
with this provision and with the Site Plan resulting from this process, including 
any conditions in the Site Plan approval.  
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�
�����  Applications shall be submitted to the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development and shall contain the information specified in Section 12.3.40. 
Applicants are encouraged to meet with the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development prior to submitting an application in order to determine which of the 
information requirements in Section 12.3.42 must be satisfied.   

�
�
��
  The Office of Planning and Economic Development may waive specific 
submission requirements for a Site Plan Review application upon demonstration 
by the applicant that a requirement is not necessary or is inapplicable to the 
applicant’s project. 
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�
�����   The Office of Planning and Economic Development shall make an initial review 
of the application for completeness and shall inform the applicant within seven (7) 
business days of submission of the application whether the application is 
complete or whether any additional information will be required. If the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development fails to act within the seven (7) business 
day period, the application shall be deemed complete.  If the application is 
deemed incomplete and resubmitted, the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development shall review it using the same process to determine completeness 
described in this subsection.  Once the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development has determined the application to be complete, the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development shall transmit copies of the application to 
the Planning Board and shall circulate it to all other agencies and departments that 
have jurisdiction over the application as determined by the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development.  These agencies and departments shall report their 
written findings and recommendations to the Planning Board within thirty (30) 
days.  Failure to respond within thirty (30) days shall be deemed to constitute no 
objection to the application.  

�
�����  The Planning Board shall conduct a public hearing within forty-five (45) days of 
receiving an application deemed complete by the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development, following the procedures and notification requirements 
for Special Permit public hearings contained in Section 12.4.30 Special Permit 
Procedures, including but not limited to notice to abutters and by newspaper 
publication.   

�
�����  If the Planning Board determines that more information is needed to make an 
informed decision, it may adjourn the hearing to allow the applicant to submit 
additional information.  Upon submission of the required information, the hearing 
shall be continued at the next regular meeting of the Planning Board occurring at 
least seven (7) days after submission of the material, and all applicable timelines 
shall be suspended until the applicant provides the required information.  If the 
information is not provided within sixty (60) days of the initial Planning Board 
hearing, the application shall be denied.  

�
�����   The concurring vote of a majority of the members in attendance at the Planning 
Board meeting, at which a quorum is present, shall be required for any decision 
on a USE or DEVELOPMENT requiring Site Plan Review only.  The Board's written 
decision shall approve the application as submitted or subject to reasonable 
conditions or modifications necessary to ensure compliance with the requirement 
of this Ordinance, consistent with the limitations set forth in Section 12.3.70.  The 
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Planning Board may deny an application only where it determines that the 
application and site plan, with conditions attached and does not comply with 
zoning requirements. Such a denial may be based upon a finding by the Planning 
Board that more information is needed to determine compliance with zoning 
requirements, the applicant has been asked to provide such information, and that 
the applicant has not done so.  

�
����#  The Planning Board shall render a decision within ten (10) days of the close of the 
public hearing, and shall notify the applicant in writing within two (2) days of its 
decision to approve, approve with modifications or conditions, consistent with the 
limitations set forth in Section 12.3.70, or deny the application.  The Planning 
Board shall also notify the BUILDING COMMISSIONER of its decision within two (2) 
business days by mail or personal delivery.   

�
����'  If the approval is made subject to modifications that require the resubmission of 
the Site Plan, the approval shall not be final and the time period in Section 12.3.37 
shall be extended as necessary to enable the applicant to resubmit the Site Plan for 
further review and to enable the Planning Board a reasonable period of time to 
review the modifications.  An authorized member of the Planning Board shall 
SIGN any approved Site Plan and transmit it to the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development and BUILDING COMMISSIONER within two (2) days of the 
decision to approve. If the Planning Board fails to render a decision within ten 
(10) days of the close of the public hearing, site plan approval shall be deemed to 
be granted. An applicant shall confirm such grant of approval by notifying the 
City Clerk in writing within fourteen (14) days of the expiration of the ten (10) 
days after the public hearing when there has been no decision by the Planning 
Board. After the expiration of twenty (20) days following the applicant’s 
notification of the City Clerk that no decision was made by the Planning Board 
within the required ten (10) day period, and if there has been no notice of appeal 
pursuant to M.G.L. Section 17, or, if appeal has been taken, after receipt of 
certified records of the court in which such appeal is adjudicated, indicating that 
such approval has become final, the City Clerk shall issue a certificate stating that 
the Planning Board failed to take action within the required ten (10) day period, 
the date the approval became final (10 days after the public hearing, unless an 
appeal was taken), and that the approval resulting from such failure to render a 
decision has become final.  Such certificate shall be forwarded to the applicant, 
the Planning Board, the Building Commissioner, and the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development. 
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�
����)  Any Site Plan approval granted under this Ordinance shall expire within two (2) 
years if no BUILDING  PERMIT has been granted or, if no BUILDING  PERMIT is 
required to implement the Site Plan approval, if construction has not begun. An 
exception may be granted for good cause by the Planning Board upon filling of a 
request for an extension for a maximum of one (1) year with the Planning Board 
prior to lapse of such Site Plan Approval.  
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�
�����  An application for a Planning Board Site Plan Review under this section shall be 
prepared by qualified professionals, including a Registered Professional Engineer, 
a Registered Architect, a Registered Land Surveyor and/or a Registered 
Landscape Architect, and shall include the following items and information:  

A. All information listed in Section 12.2.10 in connection with 
Administrative Site Plan Review.   

B. Such additional information as reasonably deemed necessary by the Office 
of Planning and Economic Development to determine compliance with 
applicable provisions of this Ordinance and to enable the Planning Board 
to conduct an informed review pursuant to the criteria in Section 12.3.50 
below, including maps, plans, and/or drawings showing the following 
Existing Conditions and proposed DEVELOPMENT:  

1. ZONING DISTRICTs, overlay districts, topography, wetlands, 
watercourses, soils, existing vegetation, roads, STRUCTUREs, 
driveways, and other relevant site conditions.  

2.  Proposed driveways, parking areas, sidewalks, landscaping, 
utilities, lighting, drainage, vehicular circulation, REFUSE disposal 
storage areas, SIGNS, and BUILDING  plans and elevations.  

3.  If the land will be developed in more than one (1) phase, the 
Planning Board may require the applicant to present a master plan 
for an entire property showing intended future DEVELOPMENT and 
a plan for phasing.  

�
����
  An application shall not be considered complete until all information required by 
Planning Board, as per Section 12.3.40, is submitted, as determined by the Office 
of Planning & Economic Development pursuant to Section 12.3.33 above.  
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�
�����  The following criteria shall be used by the Planning Board in evaluating the Site 
Plan and related information submitted as part of the application.  The Planning 
Board may impose conditions designed to ensure that the proposed USE, 
DEVELOPMENT or STRUCTURE will:  

A. Comply with all applicable provisions and requirements of this Ordinance, 
including all use, dimensional, site, utility, and overlay district standards.  

B. Avoid significant detrimental environmental impacts, including 
stormwater runoff, erosion or sedimentation.  

C. Ensure adequate light and air quality for adjacent properties and minimize 
detrimental visual impacts on adjacent uses and public STREETs, parks, 
BUILDINGs, and other public places.  

D. Not impair pedestrian safety or overload existing roads, considering their 
current width, surfacing, and condition.  

E. Provide adequate access for fire, police, and emergency vehicles.  

F. Minimize noise, dust, odors, solid waste, glare, or any other nuisances in 
accordance with the City Ordinance.  

G. Avoid significant detrimental impacts to historic resources, as determined 
by listing on the Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System 
(MACRIS), such as demolition and inappropriate alteration.  
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�
�����  In order to grant approval of a site plan, the Planning Board shall find that the 
application complies with the review criteria in Section 12.3.51.  

�
����
  The Planning Board may not deny approval of an application that meets all 
zoning requirements, but it may impose reasonable conditions to ensure 
compliance with these requirements and other provisions of this Ordinance, 
consistent with the limitations set forth in Section 12.3.70. These conditions shall 
be incorporated into any BUILDING  PERMIT or other approval issued by the City.  

�
�����  Prior to granting approval of the Site Plan Review application, the Planning Board 
shall make written findings that the proposed DEVELOPMENT is in conformance 
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with this Ordinance, and if applicable, that with conditions imposed, the review 
criteria in Section 12.3.50 will be satisfied.   

�
�����  Such findings shall pertain to the entire proposed DEVELOPMENT, including any 
Site Plan modifications requested by the Planning Board as a condition of its 
approval, and any off-site improvements proposed by the applicant or required by 
the Planning Board as condition of its approval.  

�
�����  If any application for Planning Board Site Plan Review is denied, such denial 
shall be accompanied by written findings of the Planning Board setting forth the 
reason for denial.   
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�
���#�� In granting approval of an application, the Planning Board may impose reasonable 
conditions, limitations and safeguards which shall be in writing and shall be part 
of such approval. Such conditions shall be limited to those necessary to ensure 
compliance with the review criteria in Section 12.3.51, to ensure access to the site 
and to minimize off-site impacts on traffic and environmental quality both during 
and after construction.  
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�
���'�  The Planning Board, with City Council approval, shall establish and may 
periodically amend Rules and Regulations relating to the administration of this 
section, including additional regulations relating to the scope and format of 
reports required hereunder.  

�
���'
  The Planning Board, with City Council approval, shall establish and may 
periodically amend a schedule of fees for all applications under this section. No 
application shall be accepted for review unless accompanied by the application 
fees.  

�
���'�  The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall be responsible for deciding the meaning or 
intent of any provision of this section which may be unclear or in dispute.  

�
���'�  Planning Board Site Plan Review conditions, limitations and safeguards imposed 
under Section 12.3.70 or pursuant to any other provision of this Ordinance shall 
be enforced by the BUILDING COMMISSIONER as provided in Section 11.1.20.   
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�
���'�  All Site Plan approvals shall be conditioned upon the applicant granting consent 
to the BUILDING COMMISSIONER to monitor and inspect the property for 
compliance with this Ordinance, the Site Plan Approval, and any conditions 
imposed under it, as well as any other applicable land use or environmental laws 
and regulations.  

�
���'�  A final decision on a Site Plan approval or disapproval may only be appealed 
pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 17, to the Superior Court, the Land 
Court, or the Hampden County Housing Court, within twenty (20) days of the 
filing of the decision with the City Clerk.  
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Special Permits authorized by this ordinance to be granted by the Planning Board shall be 
granted only after application to and a hearing by the Planning Board as SPECIAL PERMIT 

GRANTING AUTHORITY (SPGA), pursuant to the provisions of M.G.L. Chapter 40A and this 
Ordinance.  

The Planning Board shall adopt and from time to time amend Rules and Regulations relative to 
the issuance of Special Permits in accordance with M.G.L. Ch. 40A, Section 9 and shall file a 
copy of these rules in the office of the City Clerk.  
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Any applicant for a Special Permit from the Planning Board under this Ordinance shall also 
comply with the submission requirements and review criteria for Planning Board Site Plan 
Review contained in Section 12.3 unless this Ordinance specifies otherwise. The Planning Board 
Special Permit review process shall include within it the Planning Board review of the site plan 
and there shall be no separate Site Plan Review process in a combined Tier 3 review.  Where the 
Special Permit review criteria are stricter than the Site Plan Review criteria, the Special Permit 
criteria shall apply.  
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Submission requirements for Special Permits shall be as specified in the rules adopted by the 
Planning Board in accordance with M.G.L. Ch. 40A, Section 9. A Special Permit application 
shall include a statement explaining how the application complies with the review standards for 
Special Permits contained in Section 12.4.50 Special Permit Administration.  In addition to 
submitting the materials required for Special Permit applications under the Planning Board’s 
rules, all applications for Special Permit shall comply with applicable submission requirements 
for Planning Board Site Plan Review in Section 12.3.40, unless the applicant is exempted from 
specific requirements by the Planning Board.  
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��
�����  Application for a Special Permit shall be made to the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development on forms provided for that purpose, accompanied by the 
required fee. Specific rules governing the application and fee shall be adopted by 
the Planning Board along with its rules of procedure in accordance with M.G.L. 
Ch. 40A, Section 9.  When the application has been received in a completed form 
as defined by the rules, a copy shall be forwarded to the City Clerk.  The stamp of 
the City Clerk shall designate the date of filing.  

�
����
  The Planning Board shall hold a public hearing within sixty-five (65) days after 
the application has been stamped by the City Clerk.  

�
�����  In all cases notice of public hearing shall be given by the City Clerk by 

publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the city once in each of two 
(2) successive weeks; the first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days 
before the day of the hearing and by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in 
City Hall and Office of Planning and Economic Development for a period of not 
less than fourteen (14) days before the day of such hearing.  Notice to “Parties of 
interest” shall be sent, postage prepaid. “Parties of interest” as used herein shall 
mean the applicant, abutters, owners of land directly opposite on any public or 
private street or way, and abutters to the abutters within three hundred (300) feet 
of the property line of the applicant as they appear on the most recent applicable 
tax list, notwithstanding that the land of any such owner is located in another city 
or town, the Building Commissioner, the City Law Department, the Department 
of Public Works, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Planning Board if 
the hearing is not a hearing of the Planning Board, and the Planning Board of 
every abutting city or town.  The required publications and notices shall contain 
the name of the applicant, a description of the area or premises, street address, or 
other adequate identification of the location of the premises, the date and place of 
the public hearing, the subject matter of the hearing, and the nature of action or 
relief requested. 

�
�����  The Planning Board shall act within ninety (90) days after the close of the public 
hearing.  Failure to take final action upon an application for a Special Permit 
within said ninety (90) days shall be deemed a grant of the permit as provided in 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 9.  Special Permits shall require a two-thirds (2/3) 
vote of the entire membership of the Planning Board.  
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�
�����  Upon the granting of a Special Permit, a written copy of the decision shall be 
issued to the owner or applicant if other than the owner, certified by the Planning 
Board.  The Planning Board shall make a detailed record of its proceedings, 
indicating the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to 
vote, indicating such fact, and setting forth clearly the reason for its decision and 
of its official actions, copies of all of which shall be filed within fourteen (14) 
days in the office of the City Clerk and the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development.   

�
�����  The Planning Board’s decision shall be deemed a public record, and notice of the 
decision shall be mailed forthwith to the applicant, to the parties in interest 
designated in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 11, and to every person present at the 
hearing who requested that notice be sent and stated the address to which such 
notice was to be sent.  Each such notice shall specify that appeals, if any, shall be 
made pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 17 and shall be filed within 
twenty (20) days after the date of filing of such notice in the office of the City 
Clerk.  No Special Permit shall take effect until a copy of the decision is recorded 
in the Hampden County Registry of Deeds as provided in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, 
Section 11.  
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A Special Permit shall lapse if a substantial USE thereof has not commenced within one (1) year, 
or in the case of construction, if construction has not begun within two (2) years.  An exception 
may be granted for good cause by the Planning Board upon the filing of a request for an 
extension for a maximum of one (1) year with the Planning Board prior to the lapse of such 
Special Permit.  

��������	�
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�
�����  The Planning Board, with City Council approval, shall establish and may 
periodically amend rules and regulations relating to the administration of this 
Section 12.4, including additional regulations relating to the scope and format of 
reports required hereunder.  

�
����
  The Planning Board, with City Council approval, shall establish and may 
periodically amend a reasonable schedule of fees for all applications under this 
section. No application shall be considered completed unless accompanied by the 
required fees.  

�
�����  The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall be responsible for deciding the meaning or 
intent of any provision of this section which may be unclear or in dispute.  
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�
�����  Special Permits shall be granted by the Planning Board only upon its written 
determination that any identified potential adverse impacts to the City or the 
neighborhood, in view of the particular characteristics of the site are outweighed 
by the beneficial effects of the proposed use and that the site is suitable for the 
proposed use. In addition, no special permit shall be granted unless the Planning 
Board determines that the application satisfies any specific requirements set forth 
in this Ordinance in relation to a particular use. The determination of potential 
adverse impact shall include consideration and written determinations on each of 
the following:  

A.  Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading, both on-site and 
off-site;  

B.  Adequacy of utilities and other public services; 

C.   Character and intensity of surrounding land uses;  

D. Impacts on the health, safety and welfare of the surrounding area;  

E.  Impacts on the natural environment;  

F. Impacts on historic resources as determined by listing on the 
Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS). 
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�
���#�  In approving a Special Permit, the Planning Board may impose reasonable 
conditions, limitations and safeguards which shall be in writing and shall be part 
of such approval. Such conditions shall be limited to those necessary to ensure 
compliance with the review criteria in Section 12.4.61, to ensure access to the 
site, to minimize off-site impacts on traffic and environmental quality both during 
and after construction, and to ensure the construction of necessary public 
infrastructure, secured by performance guarantees. 
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If the Planning Board denies the USE applied for, no further application for the same USE will be 
considered by the Planning Board for a period of two (2) years from the date of said denial 
except as provided in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 16.  
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A final decision on a Special Permit application may only be appealed pursuant to M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 17, to the Superior Court, Land Court, or the Hampden County Housing 
Court, within twenty (20) days of the filing of the decision with the City Clerk.  
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-� ���7���4���)��1���%)����+����������F�� ���&G��

Special Permits authorized by this Ordinance shall be granted only after application to and a 
hearing by the SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY (SPGA), pursuant to the provisions of 
M.G.L. Chapter 40A and this Ordinance. The SPGA shall be the City Council unless otherwise 
specified in this Ordinance. References to the City Council in this Section 12.5 shall apply to any 
other SPGA that may be designated in this Ordinance to conduct Special Permit reviews.  The 
SPGA and Site Plan Review authority for Tier 4 applications shall be the City Council.   The 
City Council shall adopt and from time to time amend rules relative to the issuance of Special 
Permits and shall file a copy of these rules in the office of the City Clerk.  
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Any applicant for a Special Permit under this Section 12.5 shall submit all materials required for 
Site Plan Review as provided in Section 12.3.  The Site Plan Review by the City Council shall be 
incorporated into the same Special Permit proceeding. 
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Submission requirements for Special Permits shall be as specified in the rules adopted by the 
City Council.  A Special Permit application shall include a statement explaining how the 
application complies with the review standards for Special Permits contained in Section 12.5.60. 
In addition to submitting the materials required for Special Permit applications under the City 
Council’s Special Permit rules, all applications for Special Permits shall also comply with 
applicable submission requirements for Site Plan approval in Section 12.3.40, unless the 
applicant is exempted from specific requirements by the City Council based upon a 
recommendation from the Office of Planning and Economic Development.   
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�
�����  Application for a Special Permit shall be made to the Office of Planning and 
Economic Development on forms provided for that purpose, accompanied by the 
required fee. Specific rules governing the application and fee shall be adopted by 
the City Council along with its rules of procedure. When the application has been 
received in a completed form as defined by the rules, a copy shall be forwarded to 
the City Clerk.  The stamp of the City Clerk shall designate the date of filing. 
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�
����
  The City Council shall hold a public hearing within sixty-five (65) days after the 
application has been stamped by the City Clerk as provided in M.G.L Chapter 
40A, Section 11.  The reports of all City departments who have submitted 
comments shall be read into the record of the public hearing.  The Office of 
Planning and Economic Development may revise its reports in response to 
comments made at the public hearing within fourteen (14) days of the close of the 
public hearing. The City Council may act in the absence of a report from the 
Office of Planning and Economic Development if no report is submitted within 
fourteen (14) days of the close of the public hearing.  

�
�����  In all cases notice of public hearing shall be given by the City Clerk by 
publication in a newspaper of general circulation in the city once in each of two 
(2) successive weeks; the first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days 
before the day of the hearing and by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in 
City Hall and Office of Planning and Economic Development for a period of not 
less than fourteen (14) days before the day of such hearing.  Notice to “Parties of 
interest” shall be sent, postage prepaid. “Parties of interest” as used herein shall 
mean the applicant, abutters, owners of land directly opposite on any public or 
private street or way, and abutters to the abutters within three hundred (300) feet 
of the property line of the applicant as they appear on the most recent applicable 
tax list, notwithstanding that the land of any such owner is located in another city 
or town, the Building Commissioner, the City Law Department, the Department 
of Public Works, the Department of Parks and Recreation, the Planning Board if 
the hearing is not a hearing of the Planning Board, and the Planning Board of 
every abutting city or town.  The required publications and notices shall contain 
the name of the applicant, a description of the area or premises, street address, or 
other adequate identification of the location of the premises, the date and place of 
the public hearing, the subject matter of the hearing, and the nature of action or 
relief requested. 

�
�����  The City Council shall act within ninety (90) days following the public hearing. 
Special Permits shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire membership of 
the City Council.  

�
�����  Failure to take final action upon an application for a Special Permit within said 
ninety (90) days shall be deemed a grant of the permit as provided in M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 9.  

�
�����  Upon the granting of a Special Permit under this section, a copy of the decision 
shall be issued to the owner or applicant if other than the owner, certified by the 
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City Council.  The City Council shall make a detailed record of its proceedings, 
indicating the vote of each member upon each question, or if absent or failing to 
vote, indicating such fact, and setting forth clearly the reason for its decision and 
of its official actions, copies of all of which shall be filed within fourteen days in 
the office of the City Clerk and the Office of Planning and Economic 
Development.   

�
����#  The City Council’s decision shall be deemed a public record, and notice of the 
decision shall be mailed forthwith to the applicant, to the parties in interest 
designated in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 11, and to every person present at the 
hearing who requested that notice be sent and stated the address to which such 
notice was to be sent.  Each such notice shall specify that appeals, if any, shall be 
made pursuant to M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 17 and shall be filed within (20) 
days after the date of filing of such notice in the office of the city clerk.  No 
Special Permit shall take effect until a copy of the decision is recorded in the 
Hampden County Registry of Deeds.  In order for such recording to occur, the 
City Clerk must certify that twenty (20) days have elapsed and no appeal has been 
filed, or that if an appeal has been filed, that it has been dismissed or denied.  
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A Special Permit shall lapse if a substantial USE thereof has not commenced within two (2) years, 
or in the case of construction, if construction has not begun within two (2) years. Exception may 
be made for good cause by the City Council upon the filing of a request for an extension, for a 
maximum of one (1) year, with the City Council prior to the lapse of such Special Permit.  
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�
�����  The City Council shall establish and may periodically amend rules and 
regulations relating to the administration of this section 12.5, including additional 
regulations relating to the scope and format of reports required hereunder.  

�
����
  The City Council shall establish and may periodically amend a schedule of fees 
for all applications under this section.  No application shall be considered 
completed unless accompanied by the required fees.  

�
�����  The BUILDING COMMISSIONER shall be responsible for deciding the meaning or 
intent of any provision of this section which may be unclear or in dispute.  
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�
�����  Special Permits shall be granted by the City Council only upon its written 
determination that any identified potential adverse impacts to the City or the 
neighborhood, in view of the particular characteristics of the site, are outweighed 
by the beneficial effects of the proposed use and that the site is suitable for the 
proposed use. In addition, no special permit shall be granted unless the City 
Council determines that the application satisfies any specific factors that may be 
set forth in this Ordinance in relation to the proposed use. The determination of 
potential adverse impact shall include consideration and written determinations on 
each of the following:  

A. Traffic flow and safety, including parking and loading, both on-site and 
off-site;  

B. Adequacy of utilities and other public services;  

C. Character and intensity of surrounding land uses; 

D. Impacts on the health, safety and welfare of the surrounding area;  

E. Impacts on the natural environment;  

F. Impacts on historic resources as determined by listing on the 
Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information System (MACRIS); 

G. Potential fiscal impact, including impact on city services, tax base, and 
employment. 
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�
���#�  In granting approval of an special permit the City Council may impose reasonable 
conditions, limitations and safeguards which shall be in writing and shall be part 
of such approval. Such conditions shall be limited to those necessary to ensure 
compliance with the review criteria in Section 12.5.61, to ensure access to the 
site, to minimize off-site impacts on traffic and environmental quality both during 
and after construction, to ensure the construction of necessary public 
infrastructure, secured by performance guarantees, as well as such other 
conditions and safeguards as are deemed reasonably necessary to protect the 
neighborhood including, but not limited to, the following:  

A. Requiring larger FRONT, SIDE or REAR YARDS than the minimum required 
by this Ordinance.  
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B. Requiring additional SCREENING of OFF-STREET PARKING areas or other 
parts of the premises from adjoining premises or from the STREET, by 
WALLS, FENCES, plantings, or other devices.  

C. Modify the exterior features or appearances of the STRUCTURE; 

D. Limiting the size, number of occupants, method or time of operation, or 
extent of facilities.  

E. Regulating the number, design, and location of ACCESS DRIVES or other 
traffic features. 
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If the City Council denies the USE applied for, no further application for the same USE will be 
considered by the City Council for a period of two (2) years from the date of said denial except 
as provided in M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 16.  
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A final decision on a Special Permit application may only be appealed pursuant to M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A, Section 17, to the Superior Court, Land Court, or the Hampden County Housing 
Court, within twenty (20) days of the filing of the decision with the City Clerk.  
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A Special Permit may be issued for a USE accessory to a USE permitted by right, whether or not 
on the same parcel, if such ACCESSORY USE is necessary in connection with scientific research or 
development or related production, provided the board granting the Special Permit finds that the 
proposed ACCESSORY USE does not substantially derogate from the public good.  
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�
�����  A Special Permit may be granted to vary certain dimensional regulations set forth 
in this Ordinance, subject to the provisions of this section.  

�
����
  The SPECIAL PERMIT GRANTING AUTHORITY (SPGA) for dimensional variations 
under this section shall be the Board that is the SPGA for the requested use, if 
such USE requires a Special Permit.  If the requested USE requires a Tier 2 Site 
Plan approval, the SPGA shall be the Planning Board.  If the requested USE does 
not require a Special Permit or a Tier 2 Site Plan Approval, the SPGA shall be the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.   
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�
���
�  A Special Permit may be granted for a dimensional variation that complies with 
the following conditions in Table 12-1. 

 

Table 12-1 Standards for Dimensional Variations by Special Permit  
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  A Special Permit shall not be granted for any dimensional variation that exceeds 
the maximum variation specified in 12.6.21, or does not comply with the 
corresponding required condition in 12.6.21.  
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�
�����  The SPGA shall grant a Special Permit for a dimensional variation only if it 
makes the following findings:  

A. The proposed USE will comply with the zoning ordinance.  

B. The proposed USE will provide neighborhood benefits, such as 
improvement of deteriorated or abandoned property.  
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C, The proposed USE with the dimensional variation will not have significant 
negative impacts on the neighborhood compared with the potential USE 
without the dimensional variation. In making this finding, the SPGA shall 
consider the following types of potential impacts of the proposed 
dimensional variation:  

1. Impacts on traffic and parking;  

2. Impacts on municipal services, including emergency access and 
public safety;   

3. Impacts on neighborhood character, including environmental and 
visual features; 

4. Impacts on neighborhood congestion;  

5. Increase in scale of DEVELOPMENT relative to nearby lots and 
BUILDINGs;  

6. Increase in shadowing on abutting LOTS and BUILDINGS.  
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Religious uses, exempt educational uses, CHILD CARE CENTERs and school age child care 
programs, as those uses are defined in this Ordinance; which are partially excepted from local 
zoning regulation by M.G.L. Chapter 40A, Section 3, shall be subject to the modified Site Plan 
Review provisions of this Section. 
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In order to qualify for the modified Site Plan Review procedures of this Section, an applicant 
must satisfy the requirements of Section 4.6.40 to prove to the satisfaction of the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development that the USE is exempt under M.G.L. Ch. 40A, Section 3.   
In order to make this showing, the Office of Planning and Economic Development may require 
the applicant to furnish, if applicable, copies of the deed to the property,  a proposed or existing 
lease, the articles of organization and bylaws of the applicant organization, the letter of 
determination granting the applicant tax-exempt status under the Internal Revenue Code, and 
program materials demonstrating, in the case of an exempt educational institution, that the 
organization has a bona fide educational purpose and program, including but not limited to the 
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materials in Section 4.7.40.  The application for Site Plan Review will not be accepted for review 
under this Section 12.7 unless the Office of Planning and Economic Development determines 
that the proposed USE qualifies under the applicable definitions. 

�
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� (�%��������������

A. If the application falls within the thresholds for a Tier 1 review, it shall be 
reviewed by the Office of Planning and Economic Development under the 
provisions of Tier 1 administrative Site Plan Review in Section 12.2.  

B. If the application exceeds any of the Tier 1 review thresholds, it shall be 
reviewed by the Planning Board pursuant to the Tier 2 Site Plan Review 
procedure in Section 12.3.   
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�
�#���  In approving any Site Plan for of an exempt USE under this section, the Office of 
Planning and Economic Development or Planning Board shall be limited to 
imposing reasonable restrictions on: 

A.  The bulk and height of STRUCTURES, 

B.  YARD sizes and setbacks, 

C.   LOT AREA, 

D.  OPEN SPACE , 

E. PARKING, and  

F.  BUILDING COVERAGE 

�
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ARTICLE 13 PROCEDURE FOR AMENDMENTS 
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The purpose of this Article is to provide standards and procedures for legislative amendments to 
this Ordinance and the ZONING MAP. These will be referred to as “map and text amendments.” 
Amendments may be necessary from time to time to reflect changing community conditions, 
needs and desires, to correct mistakes, or to address changes in the law. 
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This Ordinance may be amended by the City Council on its own initiative or upon submission of 
a petition to the City Council by the Planning Board, the Board of Appeals, a landowner 
proposing a zoning amendment affecting his or her land, or a regional planning agency, or by 
petition signed by ten (10) registered voters of the City or by any other methods provided by the 
City Charter.  
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The City Council shall transmit such submission to the Planning Board for review within 
fourteen (14) days after receipt of such submission. 
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�������  The City Council or a committee designated by the City Council for that purpose 
and the Planning Board shall hold a public hearing at which persons interested 
shall be given an opportunity to be heard. Such hearing shall be held within sixty-
five (65) days of submission of the proposed amendment to the Planning Board.   

������
  Notice of the time and place of such public hearing of the subject matter, and of 
the place where text and maps thereof may be inspected shall be published in a 
newspaper of general circulation in the City in each of two successive weeks, the 
first publication to be not less than fourteen (14) days before the date of the 
hearing, and by posting such notice in a conspicuous place in City Hall for a 
period of not less than fourteen (14) days before such hearing. Notice shall be 
prepared, published and posted by the City Clerk. 
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Notice of such hearing shall also be sent by mail, postage prepaid, fourteen (14) days at least 
before such hearing to the Massachusetts Department of Housing and Community Development, 
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the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission, the Planning Boards of all abutting cities and towns, 
and any non-resident who files a request with the City Clerk. 
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�������  No vote to adopt, amend or repeal a proposed Ordinance shall be taken by the 
City Council until a report has been submitted with recommendations by the 
Planning Board or twenty-one (21) such days have elapsed since the hearing 
without submission of such report or recommendations.  

������
  Such vote shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the City Council; provided that 
if there is filed with the City Clerk, prior to final action, a written protest against 
such change stating the reasons, duly signed by owners of twenty (20) percent or 
more of the area included in such change, or of the area of the land immediately 
adjacent, extending three hundred (300) feet therefrom, shall require a three-
fourths (3/4) vote of the City Council. 
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The City Council may hold its own public hearing after the required hearing described in Section 
13.3.30 has been held, however, a vote to adopt the proposed Ordinance or change thereof by the 
City Council must take place within ninety (90) days from the date the required hearing was held 
or a subsequent hearing must be held by the Planning Board and City Council or sub-committee 
with notice and report as above provided. 
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The ZONING MAP, which is part of this Ordinance, may be amended, altered or changed only in 
accordance with the foregoing provisions. The ZONING MAP, due to its size, is incapable of being 
included within this volume but is incorporated by reference herein and may be obtained on 
request from the Office of Planning and Economic Development. 
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